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FIRE ENGINEERING 


Have You Heard 


the latest findings of 





medical research on 


resuscitation ? ? 





Recent studies have reached conclusions important 
to you in protecting the lives of your department 
and community. 
















1. When breathing stops, it is vitally important not to waste a moment, A manual 
method of artificial respiration, even if less effective, should be used until a 


resuscitator is ready. 
2. Clear breathing passageways are essential for the success of any method 

3. Numerous scientists who have compared the efficacy of various methods 
(manual, intermitient pressure returning to atmospheric, alternation of positive 
and negative pressures ) agree that the alternation of positive and negative pressures 
is the most effective. 


4. Evidence is increasing that an important factor in the success of positive-and- 
negative resuscitation is the aid it gives to circulation. Other procedures may 
actually decrease circulation. 


5. Pressures provided in modern resuscitators of the Emerson type are 
safe (momentary peaks of 14 millimeters of mercury positive and 9 
millimeters of mercury negative, as approved by the American Medical 
Association). No instance is known of lung injury either to adults or 


infants, from either the negative or the positive phase. 


6. The use of oxygen in a resuscitator is recommended by modern 
medical authorities, rather than mixtures of oxygen and CO,. Monoxide 
poisoning is considered an exception for which mixtures are probably 
preferable 


You Should Have our List of recent Medical Articles 






“Simplest 


EMERSON RESUSCITATORS Safest 









Please send us your Medical References on Resuscitation [ ] 


Please have your representative call C] 
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all-around PROTECTION 


for 2 EQUIPMENT 


Every moving vehicle in your department needs the best protective 
devices available. Lives are precious on every piece of apparatus. 
All warning lights should be the best available and only Beacon 
Ray gives over-all all-around protection. Specify Beacon Ray for 
all new vehicles and give every moving piece of older equipment 
the protection its crew deserves by replacing obsolete lights with 
Beacon Ray. Easily installed on all vehicles new or old—this ulti- 
mate in warning lights gives reliable trouble free performance. All 


moving parts are completely enclosed from the weather and the 


powerful stabbing beam gives full protection from every angle, 


front, rear and sides—running or standing. 


All Federal lights available with Blue Lenses optional. 


Wake your next siren a FEDERAL screx 








In response to more and more requests for 
concealed sirens, Federal can now supply a 
full line of super-power sirens for concealed 
mounting. These sirens have the extra power 
necessary to offset the muffling effect of the 
behind-the-grill and under-the-hood locations. 
They are actually “skeleton” models of 
Federal’s most powerful sirens. Write us for 
full details. 


a FEDERAL ENTERPRISES, LiF 






FORMERLY: FEDERA 
8702 SOUTH STATE STREET 7 


CHICAGO 19, 


ILLINOIS 


Kindly mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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Fire Engineering 
Is Habit Forming! 


(j= a few years ago water fog 
was an unknown quantity to 
readers of FIRE ENGINEERING. 

@ Now, nearly every fire department 
carries fog fire-fighting equipment— 
and uses it habitually. 

@ Only a few years ago fire depart- 
ment radio was limited to those cities 
having fireboats. 

@ Today, any city can have its own 
independent radio frequency, and 
radio fire communications have be- 
come an indispensable habit in every 
progressive department. 

@ Yesterday, wet water was only a 
physicist's dream. Today, its use is 
rapidly becoming a habit with for- 
ward-thinking chiefs. 

@ Have you ever wondered how 
these, and other habit-forming tech- 
niques and “tools” of the fire fighter, 
came about? 

@ lf you have, you've found that 
somewhere along the line from 
“rumor-stage" to “habit-forming- 
stage," FIRE ENGINEERING's edi- 
torial and advertising contents have 
shown the way and sown the seed. 
®@ Incidentally, it's become a habit 
for the fire service to watch for and 
welcome the Annual IAFC Conven- 
tion Issue—this year scheduled for 
September. Be sure your copy is ear- 
marked for you. 


The Rustiolire 


FIRE ENGINEERING 


The Journal of the Fire Profession since 1877; 
published on the fifteenth of each month by 
Case-Shepperd-Mann Publishing Corp., 24 West 
40th St., New York 18, N. Y., also publishers 
of Water Works Engineering, Sewage Works 
Engineering, etc. Subscription price: U. S., 
Latin America and Canada, $3.00 a_ year; 
Foreign, $4.00; Single copies, 35c. YMember 
of Audit Bureau of Circulations and Associated 
Business Papers, Inc. JEntered as second-class 
matter April 15, 1929, at the Post Office at 
New York, N. Y., under Act of March 3, 1879. 
{Contents of this issue copyrighted, 1949, by 
Case-Shepperd-Mann Publishing Corp. Presi- 
dent and Advertising Director, Kart M. Mann; 
Vice-President and General Manager, I. Her- 
BERT Case; Secretary and Editorial Director, 
Frep Sueprerp; Assistant Advertising Director, 
Water H. Frevricxs; Eastern Representative, 
Atrreo J. Houcuton; Advertising Menager, 
WituiaM J. Grsson; Circulation Manager, W. H. 
Torpuam. Cuicaco Orrice: W. S. CLEVENGER 
and L. M. Rocue, 8 So. Dearborn St., Chicago 
3, Ill.; Saw Francisco: Cuartes H. Woo.tey, 
605 Market Street, San Francisco 5, Calif.; 
Los ANnGeLtes: Aucust Havurin, 6000 Mira- 
ane Bivd., Los Angeles 1, Calif. [Printed in 
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THIS JOHN BEAN High-Pressure Fog Fire Fighter, with an open- Fighter carries its own water supply—providing two guns of 
type cab, was recently delivered to a New Jersey fire depart- 30 gallons each, 850 Ibs. pressure. Delivered complete with 
ment. Mounted on a White truck chassis, the new Fog Fire all accessories. 


Again Bean Leads! 


B cA N HIGH-PRESSURE 
eens BEAN leads with modern fire fighting equip- Write today for complete information on John Bean 
ment for all-around coverage—city, rural, airports, High-Pressure Fog fire fighting and equipment. 


industrial, and institutional. 











John Bean High-Pressure Fog Fire Fighters, because 

they carry their own water supply, are praised every- 

where for getting into action almost the instant they Ey ee em 
call » Natt 


arrive at a fire. me a7, “Nr ’ 


} % 


Bean Fog Fire Fighters make short work of most fires. 

Bean High-Pressure Fog smothers flames quickly with iu , 
remarkably little water. Water damage is cut to a 
minimum. 





Gaining entrance to burning buildings is easier with 
Bean High-P F nm h é f THE PATENTED Bean Fog Gun. Operated at high water pressure, 
igh-Fressure Fog because the screen action oO it gives every type of fog pattern for fire fighting. One man 


the fog clears the way through smoke and flames. can operate it easily. 


BEAN IGH-PRESSURE FOG FIRE FIGHTER 
CAN BE MOUNTED ON MOST STANDARD TRUCK CHASSIS 
FOOD MACHINERY AND CHEMICAL CORPORATION 
JOHN BEAN DIVISION, DEPT. 126, LANSING 4, MICH. © JOHN BEAN DIVISION (WESTERN), 409 JULIAN ST., SAN JOSE, CALIF. 
, 
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SERIES 729-A 


Aluminum 
Three Sections 


Positive safety, lightness with strength, and durability 
THREE make Duo-Safety's famous 725 Series the perfect ladder for 
ST ieilelt pumper use. Modern Channel Design, Duo-Safety's out- 
standing construction feature, was perfected to provide 
easier handling, tripled strength, and to replace bulky, old 
style solid side wood pumper ladders. The 725 Series is 
shorter in the banked position, provides the maximum of 
climbing space and both ladder flys extend simultaneously 
by pulling the one rope hoist. It's the ladder most fire chiefs 
demand for pumper use. The complete 700 Series includes: 
700-A, Two-Section Extension; 725-A, Three-Section Exten- 
sion; 750-A, Wall Ladder; 775-A, Roof Ladder. All models 
are available in all standard lengths. Write for free file cata- 
log and price lists. 


CHANNEL RAIL 


For 
PUMPER USE 


Channel construction includes 
heavily ribbed rungs of extruded tub- 
ing, electrically welded to outside 
channel . . . double rolled head, ex- 
panded internally to prevent spread- 
ing . . . non-shearing steel rivets . . 
elimination of any sharp or jagged 
corners. This outstanding All-Alum- 
inum construction is ideal for pumper 
use. 


SERIES D5 -f With Exclusive 
TUBULAR PRINCIPLE 
For Service Trucks, Duo-Safety's 500 ' 
Series is the ultimate in safety and great 
strength. This outstanding ladder line in- 
cludes: 500-A, Two-Section Extension; 
525-A, Three-Section Extension; 550-A, 


Wall Ladder; 575-A, Roof Ladder; 585-A, 
Folding Ladder. 
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81 Ninth Street ... Oshkosh... Wisconsin 
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Get better fog with 
B. F. Goodrich booster hose 


‘New hose takes 800 pounds per square inch working pressure 


F YOU are now using fog at relatively 
low pressures, you can multiply its 
fire-fighting efficiency by taking advan- 
tage of the high pressures (up to 800 
lbs.) that Fire King booster hose can 
handle. It takes the highest pressures 
of the new fog rigs, or of your present 
equipment, with maximum safety and 
easy-handling flexibility. 
Strength under pressure — Will take 
working pressures up to 800 Ibs. per 
Square inch, with absolute safety. New 
high pressure couplings give a tighter, 
Safer seal than expansion rings; and 
allow the coupling to be re-attached if 
the hose carcass is accidentally damaged. 


Fire King will not flatten on the reel, 
nor shorten under pressure. Bomb tests 
prove it will outwear any booster hose 
ever made. Sturdy cover of “fire-depart- 
ment red” stands up to abrasion. 

Easy to handle — Fire King has the 
highest flexibility of any booster hose 
of its working pressure strength. You'll 
like the fine “feel” of this hose, the easy 
way it rolls on and off the reel. Its light 
weight lets you carry more hose on the 
reel — 34” hose weighs only 40 Ibs. per 
100 ft. 

For fog nozzles — Fire King is perfect 
for use with all types of fog nozzles. 
The 1” size is especially adapted for 


fire department fog nozzles now in use. 
Whatever your type of equipment, 
whatever pressure it puts out, Fire King 
will make the most of it in efficient 
stream distance and fog quality. 
Before replacing your present booster 
hose, see Fire King. Hundreds of thou- 
sands of feet are now in service — over 
a year of actual field service has proved 
its value. Furnished in 50 ft. lengths in 
the 34” and 1” sizes. See your local 
BFG distributor or write: The B. F. 
Goodrich Company, Industrial and 
General Products Division, Akron, 
Ohio. 


B.F Goodrich 


FIRST IN RUBBER 
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ANOTHER LIFE SAVED... 

E& J RESUSCITATORS HAVE BEEN 
MAKING LIFE-SAVING HISTORY 
FOR OVER 22 YEARS 





DOES YOUR DEPARTMENT HAVE ONE? 


The simplicity of operating these versatile machines 
has made it possible for Fire Departments to give 


community life-saving service unparalleled in history. 


Progressive departments continue to choose the E & J Resuscitator because of its safety, its 


effectiveness, and its dependability ... life-saving equipment anexcelled in its field! 


Your community relies upon you to give them the best protection available. Write for the full 
story on E & J Resuscitators. It will be sent gladly, without obligation. 


Oy ne oe 
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ae , ? FIVE NEW MACKS FOR NEW 
@ Historic New Orleans — host city to the 1949 Convention ORLEANS! Four Type 95, 1000- 


of the International Association of Fire Chiefs in September — looks gutee punpen aad one Tae 
5 Z : 2 85, 750-gallon pumper put in 
with deep pride on its colorful and important past. service during the past year. 
But the “Crescent City” has a firm belief in progress, too. That’s 
why — in planning its future — New Orleans is modernizing 


with Macks for dependable, long-time fire protection. 

There’s good reason why Macks are the choice of New Orleans 

and more than 1,000 other progressive communities from coast to 
coast. For they combine sound modern design with reliable, 
enduring performance — qualities that help Macks stay new longer, 
provide constant peak protection. Macks set the pace because 

they are the products of the greatest engineering, research and 


+ 
manufacturing facilities in the field — backed by nearly forty f| re a a la t l S 
consecutive years of experience in fire apparatus production. 


When planning your next purchase of fire apparatus, . . 
have your Mack representative show how you can serve your Mack Manufacturing Corporation 


community best when you Modernize with Macks. FIRE APPARATUS DIVISION 
Long Island ‘City 1, New York 


Factory branches and dealers for parts and service in all 
principal cities. In Canada: Mack Trucks of Canada, Ltd. 


TIPLE COMBINATION PUMPERS — 500 TO 2000 GALLONS .. . SQUAD AND HOSE CARS .. . CITY SERVICE AND QUADRUPLE COMBINATION LADDER TRUCKS 


It will help if you will mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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SMOKEY SAYS: 


“Look at that Curve - It's a Honey." 





FIRE ENGINEERING 


Blackinton craftsmanship takes into serious consideration such little 
things as the curve of a cap device. When the curve is correct 
the cap device fits, stays upright and doesn't jiggle or shake. 


Check this feature on your next badge order. It pays to specify 


BLACKINTON to your supplier. 





& CO., INC. 








ATTLEBORO FALLS, MASSACHUSETTS 
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FAST NEW METHOD 


FOR 


EXTINGUISHING 
FLOWING GASOLINE 


FIRES 











~ 


New Rockwood Automatic FogFOAM system 
specially designed for fire trucks enables 
you to apply FogFOAM thru Rockwood Fog- 
FOAM Nozzles to gasoline fires from fire 
truck as quickly as you can discharge water. 




















This remarkable FogFOAM equipment will 
extinguish large spill fires in gasoline with 
speed not possible with old style chemical or 
mechanical foam apparatus. It protects the 
firemen from intense heat and fumes. Rock- 
wood FogFOAM equipment will also pay for 
itself in a few fires by the more efficient and 
economical use of FOAM. 


Rockwood FogFOAM Nozzles used with 
Rockwood Automatic FogFOAM Systems give 
you three types of discharge: (1) FogFOAM 
with FogFOAM Screen (2) Long range solid 
FOAM stream thru FOAM Shaper (3) or 
WaterFOG pattern by shutting off FOAM 
liquid supply. See pictures at right. 





We recommend this new equipment to every 
municipal fire department for handling the 
x increasing hazard of large flowing gasoline 
= fires resulting from tank truck crashes in your 
city streets. It also offers you the solution to 


bg 


ROCKWOOD SPRINKLER CO. 


54 HARLOW ST WORCESTER 5. MAS Write for complete literature and prices. 3. WaterFOG 


n Fire Prevention Engines ' 





the airplane crash fire hazard. 


dpe } 
Equipment nd Tolirel 
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Greater pump efficiency and longer 
life proved by actual experience 


Year after year, hundreds of municipalities steadily purchase Oberdorfer Fire Pumps for 
their fire fighting equipment. They do this because long experience has amply proved the strength 
of Oberdorfer claims to finer performance, longer life, and lower pump costs. Here are actual 
performance records of the Oberdorfer Fire Pumps shown above: 


Pump Shaft Pounds Hose Length Dry Suction Volume in Gal. 
Pump No. RPM Pressure and Size Lift in Feet Per Minute 
13 1600 120 500’—1'” 15’ 75 
13 2000 100 5001” 15’ 100 
26 1600 120 500—1%," 15’ 150 


The #13 Oberdorfer Pump lists at $69.00; the +26 at $172.50. Both are corrosion-resistant 
all-bronze construction with stainless steel shaft, assuring longer useful life than iron pumps 
costing far more. Slightly higher in price west of the Rocky Mountains. 


If you want the maximum in efficiency, performance and long life for your department’s 


pump dollar, it will pay you to specify Oberdorfer Bronze Fire Pumps. Write for catalog and 
name of distributor in your vicinity. 


OBERDORFER FOUNDRIES, INC.. SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 


We have openings for experienced fire equipment sales representation in many 
desirable territories in the United States and Canada. We request that your com- 
plete selling experience be given by mail if interested. 
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BOSTON, MASS.—The largest city in the New England States has 
placed in service four more American-LaFrance all-steel aerials. Six 
Cab-Ahead-of-Engine Booster and Hose cars went into service in 1948 

as a part of Chief Boutalier’s modernizing program. For performance, 
and safety in heavy traffic and narrow streets, these new Cab-Ahead- 
of-Engine models have no equal. For dependable and efficient service, 


specify. American-LaFrance for YOUR department. 


A post-card will bring you full information. 





Photo courtesy of BOSTON C of C 


AMERICAN-[A FRANCE: FOAMITE [ORPORATION 


ELMIRA, NEW YORK, U.S.A 


| AFRANCE FIRE ENGINE wo FOAMITE [IMITED 


TORONTO 9, ONTARIO, CANADA 
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the NEW 


Similéco FIREFIGHTER 


..- designed especially for suburban and rural 


communities with limited water supply 


The new Smithco Firefighter delivers the goods. No rural or suburban 
community can afford to be without it. Only Smithco gives you a 2000 
gallon carrier plus all these extra features. 


. Hale Type FZZ Pump—60 to 150 G. P. M. @ 90 to 30# Pressure 
1500 Watt 110 Volt A. C. Light Plant 
. Three 250 Watt Floodlights, Cable, Adapters, etc. 
. Two 12’ Aluminum Pike Poles 
One 10’ Aluminum Folding Ladder 
Two 10’ Sections of 2’ Suction Hose with Quick Detachable Couplings 
Three hundred feet of 11/2’ Underwriters ‘‘DJ’’ Hose 
. Two hundred and fifty feet of 34" Booster Hose 
. One 3%," Mystery Fog Nozzle 
. Two 114” Mystery Fog Nozzles 
11. One 114" Siamese Connection 
12. One 24’ Aluminum Extension Ladder 
13. Four Rubber Rainsuits and Hats 
14. Two 15-pound COz2 Extinguishers FUL 
15. One Pioneer Rack with Axe, Pick and Shovel 
16. Two 5-Gallon Fuel Cans 


RECOMMENDED TRACTOR—F7 or F8 Ford, WC-20T White or Equal 


~ , A 
: € 
naemngsiest — L B Ss Leal § T H ‘ 
write today for - e hd tA nec » 





CODNOUAWNY 


further information! CAMP HILL, PA., SYRACUSE, N. Y., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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~ velimes very simple little things will tell a bigger truth than the most ponderous arguments and 

convictions. Look at the cut which is that of an ordinary Fireman, in the door of an average Fire 

Station, of an ordinary Fire Department with an average center rolled section of FABRIC 2',” HOSE 

and the man is holding the female end of a Fabric Three Lug Coupling. It is any section, new or old, 

wet or dry, summer heat or below zero, clean or dirty. It is one of our heavy duty brands for hard 
service. Now, if you go out in any Department and 

‘ try this little stunt on various kinds of hose and 

J 

9 

€ 


then compare what you have done with the photo, 

you will get the surprise of your life whatever your 
capacity in the Department, and appreciate the 
painstaking care, selected materials, and knowledge 
making a TOP BRAND. 
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FULL CABLED FULL TWILL WOVEN GENUINE WAX AND PARA GUM TREATED HEAVY DUTY FIRE HOSE 





oe 


FABRIC FIRE HOSE CO. 
1869 SANDY ad CONN. 1949 


~ 
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GUARDING THE LIVES OF MILLIONS FROM COAST TO COAST 


THE LARGEST SINGLE ORDER DELIVERY OF FIRE APPARATUS IN 1948-1949 
WAS 32 PUMPERS FOR THE CHICAGO FIRE DEP’T. 


ALL OF THESE PUMPERS WERE EQUIPPED WITH 
MARS SIGNAL LIGHTS 





ONE OF CHICAGO'S THIRTY-TWO NEW PUMPERS WITH MARS LIGHT 


WHETHER YOU HAVE ONE OR A HUNDRED PIECES OF FIRE 
APPARATUS THE MARS SIGNAL LIGHT IS THE MOST ECONOMICAL 
AND EFFECTIVE WARNING SIGNAL LIGHT YOU CAN BUY 

THERE ISN'T ANOTHER LIGHT LIKE 


THE MARS SIGNAL LICHT 


Its powerful figure 8 beam of red light—flashes a mile ahead of your apparatus, from building line to 
building line and hundreds of feet into the air. Traffic approaching intersections ahead of you see the 
powerful figure 8 red beam long before you reach the crossing. Motorists everywhere recognize this 
light. More than 12,000 are already in use on fire apparatus from coast to coast. 


IT WILL LAST AS LONG AS YOUR APPARATUS 
Mars Light Is Fully Guaranteed for Five Years 
Mars Has Never Failed to Back Up This Guarantee and Never Will 


IF YOU ARE NOT USING MARS SIGNAL LIGHTS BUY 
ONE. TRY IT AND YOU’RE SURE TO WANT THEM FOR 
ALL YOUR APPARATUS AND OFFICERS’ CARS. 


MORE THAN 12,000 IN USE FROM COAST TO COAST 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


MARS SIGNAL LIGHT CO. ™c%ezssien 


insist on MARS when you order New Equipment—Install it on Present Equipment 
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The Original MIDWESTERN 
Yellow Striped Safety Coat 
Is Again Avan 


SH eek isl 
Re peBiey 


4 a a gooike moe EO, 







Ne 


or-Men of Action ! 


(ae 





an Protection and Comfort in 
Your Hazardous Work of Safeguarding 
Life and Property Against FIRE! 


Modern fire fighting calls for specialized protective clothing 
. clothing that safeguards the fireman's life on every run 
. clothing that enables him to use his equipment to the 
fullest advantage. 


Every. Midwestern product combines the thoughts and sug- 
gestions of practical Fire Chiefs and firemen from every 
section of the country ... and every purchaser profits from 
years of Midwestern research and experience. That is why the 
famous Mackinaw Coat and other Midwestern clothing have 
embodied in their design every feature necessary for the 
protection and comfort of firemen. 


In our vast selection of crude rubber materials you will find a 
type of fabric suitable for your climate and needs. The soft- 
ness and flexibility in the high- grade materials used are your 
assurance of long time service and comfort. Many Fire Chiefs 
are now including Midwestern clothing in their regular yearly 
budget and, by placing your order early, you can be assured 
of this adequate protection when needed. 


For complete information, have your Midwestern dealer show 
you our new garments now manufactured from crude rubber 
compounds. A letter to the factory will also bring you 
material samples for your inspection. 


We now have available: White, Ivory and Brown crude rubber 
coats for Chiefs, Assistants and other officers; also all sizes 
short and % length felt lined Firemen’s boots for imme- 


diate shipment. 


MIDWESTERN MFG. CO., Mackinaw, Illinois 


Manufacturers of the Famous MACKINAW Coats 
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REPUBLIC experience 
looms large... 





For years Republic has been one of the 
largest suppliers of fire hose. From experience, 
it knows the damages to the jackets and tubes 


F caused by traffic, summer's heat, and zero 


ay 














’ 


weather. Republic hose will take these and 
other equally severe abuses. That is why- 
you will never go wrong by insisting on 


Republic brands. 


REPUBLIC FIRE HOSE 


The jackets of Republic Fire Hose, made 
only of selected yarns, are plain, Provar 
Processed (mildew and vermin resistant), and 
waxed, or in any combination. Tubes have 
long ageing qualities. Five municipal grades, 
3 industrial grades (also made with rubber or 
neoprene covers), and light weight hose for 
forestry service are available. 


MECHANICAL RUBBER GOODS BY 


REPUBLIC RUBBER 


DIVISION 





@ REPUBLIC RUBBER DIVISION 
: Co) LEE RUBBER & TIRE CORPORATION - YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 
Lee Deluxe Tires & Tubes . . Conshohocken, Pa. 
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ONC adder 


that stands up 
to every test 


One fire ladder—the origina! aluminum fire 
ladder—stands out today as the leader in fire-fight- 
ing safety and efficiency. The experience, the test 
of 18 years has proved beyond all doubt that orig- 
inal aluminum ladders perform better and stand up 
better than any other type of ladder. 


Built of strong, light ST61 aluminum alloy these 
ladders are designed for fast, easy placement in 
confined spaces, using fewer men than cumbersome 
wooden ladders. Original aluminum ladders are 
rugged—require no care—and are splinter-proof, 


spark-proof, rust-proof and practically wear-proof. 


Adding to the endurance and safety inherent in 
aluminum construction are the dozens of details of 
engineering and fabrication which distinguish orig- 
inal aluminum ladders from any other fire ladder. 
Stiff extruded T-channel design of long members, 
permanently anchored corrugated rungs and riveted 
double-plate bracing are a few of these exclusive 


test-proved features. 


For tested safety, tested efficiency, tested dura- 
bility, specify original aluminum ladders as original 
or replacement equipment. 


ALUMINUM LADDER 


COMPANY 


200 CARBIS ST., WORTHINGTON, PA. 





FIRE ENGINEERING 


SINGLE WALL LADDERS - LIGHT-DUTY 
EXTENSION LADDERS - HEAVY-DUTY 
2, 3 AND 4-SECTION EXTENSION 
LADDERS - ROOF LADDERS - FOLDING 
LADDERS - PIKE POLES 


CATALOG ON REQUEST 


Kindly mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 





ORIGINAL MANUFACTURERS OF ALUMINUM FIRE LADDERS 
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Independent Tests Fove 


mice NOMA 












” Sotest Ever! 


~ ¥ BEAUTIFUL on your tree. 
¥& SAFE in your home. 
Wk APPROVED by safety authorities. 


ps P 


ESTS conducted by such impartial 


nationally known laboratories as 


Boston Fire Department Testing Laboratory 
Underwriters’ Laboratories, Inc. 
United States Testing Company 


have proven the safety of NOMA LIGHTS 


and plastic illuminated ornaments. 


Now, NOMA Illuminated Ornaments will be 
still safer thru the use of newly developed Self- 
Extinguishing and Fire-Resistant plastics. 


NOMA is proud of its long-time reputation for 
combining beauty with the most modern advances 
in safety in Christmas lights—proud of the extra 
measure of peace of mind and Christmas cheer 
that NOMA LIGHTS bring to thousands of 

homes during the Holiday Season. 


ELECTRIC CORPORATION 
55 WEST 13TH STREET NEW YORK 11, N. Y. 


ii will help if you will mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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THE GAMEWELL ARRESTOLARM 


Discourages False Alarms 


sounding a Loud and Distinctive Warning 


Fire AtarmM Box 
AND 
ARRESTOLARM 


When a fire alarm box is operated the ARRESTOLARM gives a loud and distinctive warning 


of a minute’s duration to attract the attention of the police, local residents and passers-by 


to the box being operated 





and if the operation is malicious 


by 


The public fire alarm system is the community’s 
first line of defense against fire. To serve its 
purpose the street box must be readily accessible 
and the method of operation easily understood by 
the citizens. 
& 

The GAMEWELL quick action door affords a 
simple means of access to the starting lever of any 


box; it is readily understood, even by children. 


False alarmists menace the property and lives of 
the citizens and firemen, and the most effective 
deterrent to false alarms is the swift apprehension 


and severe punishment of offenders. 


ARRESTOLARMS will discourage false alarmists 
and assist in the identification and arrest of those 


persisting in the malicious operation of the boxes. 


capture, and punishment of the false alarmist. 


The ARRESTOLARM is a simple device, does not discourage use of the box for legitimate 


alarms, and may be attached to any standard GAMEWELL fire alarm box. 


When ordering, please state if the ARRESTOLARMS are to be installed on boxes mounted on 


poles or pedestals, 


We invite your inquiry. 


THE GAMEWELL COMPANY 


NEWTON UPPER 
IN CANADA: NORTHERN 


FALLS 64, MASSACHUSETTS 





ELECTRIC COMPANY, LTD... MONTREAI 


— to enable the identification, 
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With the Editor 


Politics The Board of Aldermen of 


Again Peoria, Tl, recently passed 
an ordinance giving the 
mayor power to appoint the fire chief. 
Promptly thereafter, he demoted the capable 
incumbent to hoseman and appointed the 
first assistant chief (who was elevated to 
that position from captain only last June) 
as chief. 


There is no other factor that contributes 
more to the demoralization of a good fire 
department than making the position of 
chief a political football. 


In its “Standard Schedule for Grading 
Cities and Towns of the United States with 
Reference to Their Fire Defenses’ and 
Physical Conditions,’ the National Board 
of Fire Underwriters recognizes this con- 
dition when it states that the “Chief shall 
hold office for an indefinite term and be 
removable only for cause after public trial.” 
If the chief is removable without cause, < 
penalty of ten points of deficiency is imposed 
by the Board. 


Until political interference can be com- 
pletely eliminated from a fire department, 
little can be expected in the way of eff- 
ciency and harmonious operation, 


A stiff increase in insurance rates through 
change in classification of a city has proven 
a highly effective method of forcing poli- 
ticians to keep their hands off the fire de- 
partment, but unfortunately it may take sev- 
eral years to bring about such a change. In 
the meantime politics may have done such 
extensive damage that it will take many 
additional years to repair it. 


Plastic Tree Reports coming in from wide- 
ly scattered points, following 
last Christmas season, indi- 
cated that certain types of plastics used in 
connection with tree lights created a fire 
Some plastic lighting ornaments 


Ornaments 


hazard. 
and reflectors were ignited by heat of bulbs. 
while others melted. All in all, fire chiefs 
became apprehensive of the danger of such 
lighting equipment causing serious fires. 


While the trouble resulted from the use 
of unsuitable plastics, coupled with inferior 
Japanese light bulbs, there was a tendency 
on the part of some to condenm plastics in 
general for the trouble. 


The leading makers of plastic tree orna- 
ments and ornamental lights, however, were 
prompt in taking steps to checkmate such 
hazards even though their particular prod- 
ucts were held blameless. They made plans 
for producing ornamental lights in the fu- 
ture only from plastics which are “self- 
extinguishing” if involved in fire—despite 
the fact that their present products have 
been given a clean bill of health by outstand- 
ing testing laboratories. 


This spirit of cooperation is most com- 
mendable. It is the type of cooperation 
which will check the development of a 
threatening fire hazard. Because action was 
taken so promptly, the problem may never 


reach serious proportions. 


Fired hep 
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ireworks Figure Prominently in 
Record July 4 Fire Losses 


This Year's Holiday Broke Record for 
Accidental Deaths and Costly Conflagrations 


Tue long Independence Day holiday 


broke a number of records. Between 
Friday, July 1, and Monday midnight, 
July 5, there were a total of 711 acci 
dental deaths, exceeding the previous 
record of 628 such deaths in the three- 
day period of 1941. The corresponding 
three days of last year resulted in 571 
accidental deaths Fatalities included 
256 drownings, 315 traffic deaths and 140 
fatalities caused by other types of acci- 
dents. 

One bright spot in this dark record, 
and perhaps a new record in itself, is 
the fact that this year no fatalities were 
reported due directly to fireworks, This 
does not mean that fireworks did not 
contribute to the casualty lists, and the 
fire loss totals for the period. Actually 
few Independence Day holidays ever 
chalked up as costly a fire loss, total 
both in number of fires, and in their 
severity, as was recorded this year. 
Three large scale fires alone on the 
Fourth caused damage running into mil- 
lions and injuries to many firemen and 
others. Two tragic highway fires, also 
set new holiday fatality record. In ad 


A STAFF REPORT 


Editor’s Note: The following ac- 
counts of fires and other unusual events 
which highlighted the Nation’s Fourth 
of July Holiday this year and all of 
which affected the fire service in one 
way or another, were nearly all con- 
tributed by readers of this journal. The 
editors regret that their number make it 
impossible to give credit to each con- 
tributor and ‘that so many interesting 
items had to be omitted from this ac- 
count because of space. 


dition, costly blazes, in dwellings, farm 
buildings, boats, and other occupancies 
swelled the nation’s 1949 July 4th record. 
The more important of these fires are 
briefly chronicled in the following, to- 
gether with a few of the more interest- 
ing episodes having to do with fire- 
works mishaps and other happenings 
of the Fourth, in which members of 
the fire services figured prominently. 
Firemen of suburban Washington 
will long remember this year’s Inde- 
pendence Day. It marked the most spec- 
tacular and threatening blaze in the 
annals vf Montgomery County and 





Too Much Heat! 


A fireman hustles away from the intense heat of the Silver Spring, Md., lumber yard fire 


Without 


the fire, the temperature was above 90 Degrees F. 


brought about the greatest concentra- 
tion of professional and volunteer fire- 
men, operating under the Montgomery, 
Prince Georges County mutual aid plans 
ever called to action for a single fire. 

The near-conflagration, which caused 
property loss of almost half a million 
dollars consumed the lumber yard, 
woodworking mill and two smaller 
buildings of the Silver Spring Bldg. & 
Supply Co., in the block bounded by 
Ripley and Bonifant streets, Georgia 
avenue and the Baltimore & Ohio rail- 
road tracks, in Silver Spring, Md. Fifty 
of the 300 and more paid and volunteer 
firemen, who fought, the gruelling blaze, 
suffered from smoke inhalation or in- 
juries of one kind or another. Exhaus- 
tion resulting from the heat of the fire 
and the depressing temperature of 95 
degrees dropped many men, despite 
large scale first-aid efforts. 


Mutual Aid Pays Off 


Montgomery County which, with other 
counties in the District of Columbia 
area, has had mutual aid arrangements 
of sorts early in World War II, only 
recently established an improved plan, 
based upon a centralized communica- 
tions system, with pre-determined as- 
signments and responses to include 
every community in the County. 

The Independence Day blaze gave the 
new system its first large scale, prac- 
tical workout, from which it emerged 
with credit. In fact, oldtimers in the 
County’s fire service insist that had it 
not been for the smooth operation of 
the new plan a large part of Silver 
Spring would have been laid in ashes. 


Fire Interrupts Parade 


_ To further complicate matters, the 
fire came at a time when many Mont- 
gomery County fire companies were at 
College Park, Md., participating in a 
Fourth of July parade. By means of 
radio, however, the urgent appeal for 
aid was relayed to the various units who 
“took off” from the parade route to at- 
tend to the more important business at 
hand. The mounting cloud of smoke in 
the sky attested the urgency of the 
mutual aid call. 

The scene of the fire is only a stone’s 
throw from Silver Spring fire head- 
quarters. Shortly before 5:30 P.M. on 
the Fourth, Fireman Robert Seek, stand- 
ing in the doorway of the firehouse, 
noticed smoke across the street, one 
block north. He notified fire alarm dis- 
patcher George E. Smith, who dis- 
patched one pumper to investigate. 

_ As the pumper was leaving quarters, 
it was evident that the smoke was not 
from the B & O Railroad, one block 
northwest, and he set up box 132 (a 
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phantom box) George Ave. and 
Ave., for fire at the Silver Spring Build- 
ing Supply Co., 1004 Ripley Ave. 

From that moment things happened in 
kaleidoscopic fashion. Betore mobilized 
fire forces had the fire controlled, Mont- 
gomery County brought in 17 different 
departments, with 24 pumpers, 2 ladders, 
7 ambulances and two rescue squads; 


Prince Georges County sent 9 depart- 
ments, with 8 pumpers, 1 ladder, 2 am- 
bulances which went to work, and 3 


pumpers and 1 ladder unit covering in. 

hat was not all. The District of Co- 
lumbia Fire Department (Washington, 
D. C.) dispatched 4 engine companies, 
1 truck company and a battalion chief. 
A total of 32 companies responded, with 
65 various fire and first aid units. 

This army of fire fighters was com- 
manded by Chief John E, Gilson, as- 
sisted by Deputy Chief Earl N. Lowe, 
both volunteers, aided by scores of other 
officers. Deputy State Fire Marshal 
Victor H. Bender also was on the scene. 

Here is the chronology of struggle, 
showing how the various units rolled in 
on the mutual aid response: 

5:28 P. M. Box 132: Silver Spring 
Fire Department: Co. No. 1, 4 pumpers; 
No. 2, 2 pumpers; Silver Spring Ladder 
Co., 65 ft. aerial; Silver Spring Salvage 
& Rescue Co.; Tacoma Park Fire De- 
partment: 3 pumpers, 1 ambulance; 


Bethesda Fire Department: Rescue 
Squad 2, Squad wagon, 1 ambulance. 
5:30 P. M. Box 132—Second alarm: 


Chevy Chase Fire Department: 
ers; Kensington Fire 


2 pump- 
Department: 2 


pumpers, 1 ambulance. 

5:30 P. M. Box 132—Third alarm: 
Hillendale Fire Department: 2 pumpers; 
Bethesda Fire Department: 1 pumper, 
1 ladder truck ( 75 ft. aerial). 

5:30 P.M. Box 132—Fourth alarm: 
District of Columbia Fire Department, 
Engines 22, 14, Ladder 11, Batt. Chief 


4, E. A. Sweeney. Dispatched via D. C. 
rire Alarm Headquarters at 5:37 P.M. 


:32 P.M. Special alarm: Naval Ord- 
nance Laboratory, White Oak, Md., 
2 pumpers. 

5:36 P.M. Special call: Cottage City 


(Prince Gorges County) to Naval Ord- 
to cover in: 


nance Laboratory 2 pump- 
ers 

5:38 P.M. Glen Echo Fire Depart- 
ment: 1 pumper; Rockville Fire De- 


partment: 2 pumpers; Mt. Rainer Fire 
Department (Prince Georges County): 
1 pumper, | ladder (75 ft. aerial); Brent- 
wood Fire Department, (Prince Georges 
County): 1 pumper, 1 ambulance; 
Bladensburg Fire Department (also 
Prince Georges County): 1 pumper, | 
ambulance; Burtonsville Fire Depart- 
ment (Montgomery County): 1 high- 
pressure unit, 1 pumper. 
5:48 P.M. Special alarm. 
Columbia Fire Department: Engines 28, 
4. Dispatched by Fire Alarm Head- 
quarters at 5:51 P.M.; Hyattstown Fire 
Department: 1 pumper, 1 ambulance; 
Gaithersburg Fire Department: 1 pump- 


District of 


er; Sandy Spring Fire Department: 2 
pumpers; Riverdale (Prince Georges 
County): 2 pumpers: Bethesda Naval 


Hospital, Bethesda, Md.: 2 ambulances. 
6:26 P.M. Hyattsville Fire Depart- 
ment (Prince Georges County): 1 
pumper, 1 ladder (75 ft. aerial) to Silver 
Spring to cover in. 
_6:26 P.M. Special alarm: 
Fire Department (Prince Georges 
County): 1 pumper; Tuxedo-Cheverley 
Fire Department (ditto): 1 pumper; 
West Lantham Fire Department: ditto, 
1 pumper. 


College Park 


Thayer , 





Gasoline Tanks Unharmed by Enveloping Fire 


Maine, 
Gasoline tanks remained intact, 


Aerial view of ruins of fire at Bangor, 
loss estimated around $1,000,000. 
them by 


transfers of company units 
5:30—Second alarm: Hil- 
2 pumpers; 


Automatic 
to ‘cover in’: 
lendale to Silver Spring, 2 
5:30 P.M.—Third alarm: Rockville to 
Silver Spring, 2 pumpers; Glen Echo to 


Bethesda, 2 pumpers. 5:38 P.M. Special 
transfer to fill in, or locate: Gaithers- 
burg to Rockville, 1 pumper; Cabin 


John to Bethesda, 1 pumper. 


Under these operations, the Upper 
Montgomery County Fire Department 
was the only unit in the County that 


was not called into service. 

The real test of the mutual aid opera- 
tion was the manner in which all this 
force reached its appointed destination 
with a minimum of error and con- 
fusion, and the orderly way in which 
the individual company units reported 
in, took up their assigned positions and 
went to work. 

Fortunately, there was no dearth of 
water. The usual pressure at the hy- 
drants in the fire area is about 65 lbs. 
Most of the hydrants are supplied by a 
24-in. main along Georgia Ave. With 
18 hydrants in operation, residual pres- 
sure dropped to about 40 Ibs. it is re- 
ported. Only two pumpers went out of 
service, one enroute to the fire, the other 
at a hydrant—the latter being immedi- 
ately replaced by another available 
pumper. 

Arson or Firecrackers? 

The fire is believed to have started 
in a mill shed which had no electric 
wiring, no refuse or shavings and which 
contained only piles of clean lumber or 
partially finished millwork; the possibil- 
ity that the blaze was set intentionally, 
or accidentally by fire works, is being 
weighed. Before firemen could get a 
line on it, the fire had assumed such 
proportions that men could not get 
within 100 feet of the blaze to hit it. At 
its height, the heat was so intense that 
spectators a block away had to shield 
their faces from the radiation. The vol- 
unteers, however, stood their ground at 
about 100 foot distance, at times turning 
hose streams on themselves. 

As a result of this punishment, firemen 
dropped in their tracks repeatedly. As 
fast as they did, they were dragged to 
the rear and their places taken by fresh 
men. Ten firemen were treated for 
smoke poisoning, burns or cuts at the 
Washington Sanitorium, Tacoma Park. 
Others were treated at the Silver Spring 
Fire station. Among these were Chief 
Ed. J. Sackett of Chevy Chase. Still 
others were given first aid at the scene 
by physicians and ambulance crews. 

Although the fire was brought under 
control within two hours, piles of lum- 


after blaze had swept through coal and oil plants with 


due to excellent protection afforded 


fire fighters. 


ber continued to blaze into the night. 
Firemen, employing flood lights, main- 
tained an all-night watch. 

Firemen were praised for preventing 
extension of the fire to the nearby plant 
of the Morningside Dry Cleaning Co., 
and its large storage of flammable clean- 
ing fluid, and to nearby residences. 

A small fire in the Morningside plant 
the following morning, discovered in 
some racks of clothes kept in paper 
sacks, lent credence to the rumor that an 
arsonist was operating in the neighbor- 
hood. The Silver Spring Fire Depart- 
ment quickly snuffed this blaze out with 


loss of $500, meanwhile a_ three-way 
probe into the major fire was under- 
taken by local and County police and 


fire officials. 

Firemen pumped 2,500,000 gallons of 
water through 35,000 feet of hose before 
controlling the general alarm blaze. This 
came at a time when the County resi- 
dents were refused water for lawns be- 
cause of the drought. 


Bangor Conflagration Costliest 
Since Fire of 1911 

The worst 

Bangor, Me., 

aster of 1911, 

a mile of the 

on July 4th, 


conflagration to strike 
since the $3,000,000 dis- 
laid waste to a quarter of 
city’s waterfront district 
and threatened to devas- 
tate much of that section of the city 
before it was controlled. The property 
loss amounted to between $1,500,000 and 
$2,000,000. 

Five youths who were seen playing 
with fire crackers shortly before the fire 
broke out were sought by police. They 
were observed by naval reserve person- 
nel near one of the buildings where the 
fire originated and ordered to move on. 

Destroyed in the conflagration were 
the warehouse of Charles Murray, con- 
tractor and oil distributor; the Hincks, 
Stickney & Babcock, Bacon & Robin- 
son, and J. F. Woodman oil and coal 
companies; the Maine Central bus gar- 
age; Dunham-Hanson’s hardware store- 
house, and Coffin & Wimple’s plumbing 
supply plant. All told, sixteen struc- 
tures and an estimated 9,000 tons of 
coal were burned. 

Heroic work of fire fighters prevented 
the raging fire from involving five large 
oil storage tanks of Charles Murray 
which, had they been ignited, would 
have conceivably razed that entire sec- 
tion of the city. At times the tanks, 
with an aggregate capacity of about 
2,000,000 gallons of gasoline and fuel 
oil, were practically engulfed by flames, 
but firemen stood their ground, throw- 
ing up water curtains and keeping heavy 
streams on the tank exteriors. The fact 
that they were filled to the top is re- 
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ported to have helped prevent an ex- 
plosion 

Piles of coal were ignited and con- 
tinued to burn for several days. Firemen 
used bulldozers and power shovels in 
overhauling the burning stockpiles. 

It is considered a miracle that there 
were no serious casualties resuiting 
from the blaze Four firemen were 
treated for minor mishaps—among them 
John Constantine, son of Fire hief 
Herbert P. Constantine The others 
were Carl Goggins, and Norman Get- 
chell 

The fre apparently broke out in a 


building on 
Penobscot River taken 
harles Murray One report 
origin of the fre in a tar 


deserted former steamship 
the banks of the 
over by (¢ 


placed the 


paper shack adjoining this structure. A 
watchman, Robert Kidder, maintained 
by the several companies, first noticed 
the fire and snapped Box 214 nearby. 
By the time firemen from the Central 
Station were on the scene the Murray 
building was heavily involved, the flames 


spreading on the northwest breeze. Oil 
storage and other flammables provided 
fuel for the fire which spread up Front 
Street toward Broad, faster than fire 
forces could mobilize to cut it off. Flare- 
ups and minor explosions in stores of 
fuel oils, kerosene, anti-freeze and othe: 
combustibles at times forced hremen to 
retreat from their positions and 
hose lost in operations 


some 


was these 


at times shot hundreds of feet 
into the air, to light up the sky and 
bringing inquiries as to what was burn 
ing from as far as 30 miles away. The 
glare, with movements of incoming ap- 
paratus and the repeated broadcasts ot 
the fire, gave rise to the report that the 


Flames 


entire city was burning 

Firemen massed their efforts to pre- 
vent ignition of the Murray tanks, and 
to hold the fire from the Broad Street 
wholesale area, as alarmed citizens got 
out garden hoses, buckets and wet 
blankets to protect roofs against flam 
ing brands carried on the wind. For- 
tunately the fire did not extend into the 
residential area and the efforts of fire 
fighters to save the wholesale district 


were successful 
Just before the fire area was fully in 
volved, company workers managed to 


remove all vehicles from the Maine Cen- 


tral garage. At one time firemen be- 
lieved they had the fire confined at 
Stockney & Babcock’s northernmost 
unit of a row of buildings, but shortly 


after midnight a shift in the wind fanned 
the flames down Front Street, consum- 
ing four buildings in that direction be- 
fore fire fighters could realign their 
front to make a stand in the gap be- 
tween the Coffin and Wimple property 
and the freight office. 

As Fire Chief Constantine sized up 
the seriousness of the situation, calls 
for aid were dispatched to other nearby 
fire departments. Firemen from Brewer 
automatically responded to Bangor on 


the general alarm but forces came in 
addition from Old Town, Orono and 
the Dow Air Force Base. All told there 


were over 150 firen.en at the scene. 

On the river side, fire menaced the 
naval training ship U.S.S. Fulmar, but 
its stand-by crew worked the ship down 
the river away from the danger zone. 
Numbers of small craft, also threatened, 
were likewise moved to safety. 

About 10:30 P.M. a local radio sta- 
tion broadcast a plea for people not to 
go near the fire, reminding listeners that 
possible explosions of oil drums and 
fuel tanks made the area extremely dan- 
gerous. The idea was all right, but the 
broadcast seemed rather to have the op- 
posite result than that desired, bringing 
added crowds to further handicap fire- 
men and police. The press termed this 
broadcast the best possible commercial 


for the fire that could have been writ- 
ten.” The blaze was under control by 
6:00 A.M 


Revere Has Worst Fire in 35 Years 


As over 300,000 persons sought relief 
from the oppressive 100 deg. heat in Re- 
vere Beach, Mass., on July 4, a roaring 
fire destroyed three hotels, 10 summer 
cottages and 20 parked cars, in the worst 
blaze the area has experienced in 35 
years. In addition to the wrecked build- 
ings, a brick apartment, two restaurants 
and various structures were damaged. 
The property estimated at 
$250,000. 

The fire started shortly after 4:00 
P.M., behind a boarding house. Fire 
Chief Thomas McCarrick blamed a rub- 
bish fire that had been left 


loss 1s 


= 





Holiday Fire Sweeps Boston Beach Resort 


Smoke rises from fire involving hotels, 


Milling crowds 


cottages 


and ) 
of bathers handicapped fire fighting 


Revere Beach, 
operations 


automobiles at Mass., on July 4. 


unattended! 
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The fire spread through tinder-dry grass 
and involved the parched wall of the 
Seaview Hotel, next door to the Wil- 
liams place. The 36-room Seaview flared 
into flame and the first fire alarm was 
sounded 

Revere Deputy Chief Richard Shaugh- 
nessy, radioed for aid even before reach- 
ing the fire. Help came quickly from 
Chelsea and other nearby communities 
but even before these forces arrived, 
Revere firemen were having their troub- 
les. Their first action was to conn&ct 
their pumper to a hydrant in front of 
the Seaview Hotel on Revere Beach 
Boulevard. But before they could bring 
lines into play on the blazing structure 
the flames flared out at them forcing 
them to abandon their pumper and many 
feet of hose. The departments’s aerial 
ladder, also was badly damaged by 
heat. 

Revere firemen made a new connec- 
tion to another hydrant back of the Sea- 
view across a water-filled ditch. From 
here they stretched a 1,000-foot line 
back to the Seaview and renewed their 
attack on that hotel. 

By this time, however, 
was doomed and shortly flames leaped 
125 feet across the Boulevard to 
lines of parked cars left by the holiday 
crowd. These autos blistered, then 
caught fire. Their gasoline tanks ex- 
ploded spreading fire in all directions. 
The blaze was now out of hand. It in- 
volved the cottages behind the Seaview; 
it jumped to the Ocean Gables Hotel, a 
duplicate of the Seaview and quickly 
reduced that to ashes. It consumed the 
Lucky Star Cafe and Hotel next to the 
Gables and spread to a brick apartment 
house fronting the Boulevard, leaving 
nothing but brick walls. After wiping 
out everything in a 200 foot strip a 
block wide, the fire threatened to com- 
municate to the mile-long Revere amuse- 


the Seaview 


ment concessions and here firemen 
made their stubborn stand, aided by 
sailors who were at the Beach for the 
day. 


Eight communities 
of Revere fire fighters. They were Mal- 
den 3; Winthrop 2; Chelsea 3; Everett 
2; Boston 1; Somerville 1 (to cover 
Everett; Melrose 1, to cover in Revere: 
Medford 1, to cover in Malden). Incom- 
ing fire forces were delayed by 
heavy traffic, and handicapped in getting 
to work by the crowds of excited and 
over-enthusiastic cottagers and bathers 
who swarmed to the scene from the 
waterfront. The members of the armed 
forces, better disciplined, helped lighten 
up on hose and remove furnishings of 
imper riled cottages, and push autos out 
of the fire zone. 


rallied to the aid 


Patrolmen from Revere and neigh- 
boring cities struggled to unsnarl the 
worst traffic tieup in many years. They 


attempted to clear paths for respond- 
ing apparatus and aided in transmitting 
calls for help. 

Three firemen, several sailors and 
civilians suffered injuries or were other- 
wise affected by the fire. 


Trestle Fire Stalls Holiday Throngs— 
And Firemen 


Thousand of persons who were travel- 
ing to and from Rockaway, L. i, . Ya 
beaches were delayed when fire’ on the 
Long Island Railroad trestle across Ja- 
maica Bay late on the Fourth, necessi- 
tated shutting down train service. 

The fire, for which two alarms were 
sounded, damaged 300 feet of the wood 
trestle. Starting about 5:00 P.M. from 

(Continued on page 580) 
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FALLING WALLS WRECK APPARATUS 
AT ROCHESTER WAREHOUSE FIRE 


Twenty-One Firemen Are Casualties in Night- 
Long Fight to Prevent Conflagration 


A STAFF REPORT 


Editor’s Note: This account of the 
spectacular Commercial and Verona 
Streets fire in Rochester is largely based 
upon detailed information furnished by 
Fire Engineering’s correspondent T. 
Murray Lind, of Rochester, who was 
on the scene with his camera during the 
thick of the struggle. Additional infor- 
mation was provided by another of this 
journal’s contributors, T. McCarthy, 
also of Rochester, and other faithful 
readers. To them the editors express 
grateful appreciation. 


A least 21 members of the Roches- 
ter, N. Y., Fire Department, and Pro- 
tectives, were injured or overcome by 
smoke, and over $250,000 property dam- 
age done as a result of a night-long fire 
which destroyed a four-story brick in- 
dustrial building at Commercial and 
Verona streets, Rochester, on June 20, 
1949, 

[he 70-year-old structure was occu- 
pied by the Rochester Surplus Merchan- 
dise Company and the Atken Waste 
Material Company. The contents were 
said to be baled rags and large quanti- 
ties of stored merchandise, all of which, 
with the old type wood joist construc- 
tion, provided fuel for a fast spreading 
hot fire. 

Starting from an as yet undetermined 

cause, but believed to be spontaneous 
ignition, the fire was first noticed by a 
passerby, who ran the two short blocks 
to the quarters of Engine 3 to give a 
verbal alarm. This was at 5:59 P.M. 
Six minutes later, Battalion Chief 
Homer Sprague, in command of the 
first assignment to respond, ordered a 
box alarm, followed immediately by a 
third alarm. This brought to the scene 
a total of 12 pumpers, 5 ladder trucks, 
l water tower, and the Protectives. 
_ From the outset it was apparent the 
fire fighters had their work cut out for 
them to confine the fire and prevent 
involvement of nearby hazards in the 
downtown area, 

Shortly after the arrival of the third 
alarm companies, an unexplained ex- 
plosion blew out the west wall of the 
urning structure into Verona Street. 
nat as - was injured in this 
de 1 alarm was then sounded, 

ging o more pumpers into action 
against the advancing flames. Fire 
oe were made more dif- 

1 ; avy pall of gray smoke 


which, borne by a light west wind, hung 
Over most of the downtown area. It 
Was impossible for firemen to operate 
tor any length of time inside the struc- 


ture although the fire was attacked from 
above and all sides. 

Half an hour after the first explosion 
another occurred which caused serious 
a to firemen who were manning 
“ es 2 the roof of an adjoining build- 

g. e cause of this blast was not im- 
mediately determined although the Ar- 
son Squad was called to investigate 


There were reports that magnesium 
might have been the source. 

Following this explosion, Fire Chief 
John A. Slattery, who had taken com- 
mand on the third alarm, ordered by 
mobile radio three additional pumpers. 
This mobilized nearly all of the city’s 
fire force, a total of 18 pumpers, 5 lad- 
der units, the water tower and the Pro- 
tectives. As these units went into ac- 
tion against the fire, nine fire compan- 
ies from adjoining towns, including two 
from Brighton, the Gates-Chili, Ber- 
nard and Laurelton companies, moved 
into outlying Rochester firehouses to 
cover unprotected areas, under the 
Monroe county mutual aid plan. 

Heavy streams were directed into the 
burning building from the water tower 
and deck pipes on pumpers. Ladders 
1, 5 and 10 raised their aerials to the 
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roofs of adjoining buildings, from which 
vantage points other streams were op- 
erated. Ladder pipes were utilized on 
Ladders 2 and 3. 

At 7:00 P.M., firemen were ordered 
back on the Commercial Street side of 
the burning structure because of the 
threat of falling walls. This was a pre- 
caution which paid dividends because 
at 7:05 P.M. the. wall on this side cas- 
caded into the street, tons of bricks 
burying the water tower and the Pro- 
tectives’ rig. Some firemen still in the 
danger zone escaped serious injury from 
flying bricks by diving under apparatus. 
Both pieces of apparatus were seriously 
damaged. The pumper of Engine 14 
was also struck and damaged 

The police details kept a crowd of 
spectators, estimated at more than 
10,000, at a safe distance, re-routing 
trafic on many thoroughfares. At the 
height of the blaze the New York Cen- 
tral Railroad switching engines pulled 
away a number of box cars that were 
near the burning building. 

As darkness fell, not only all available 
lighting equipment of the Rochester 


Fire Department, but extra lights fur- 
nished by the Rochester Gas & Electric 
Co., Sheriff Skinner and several out-of- 
town departments were sent to the 
scene to aid the firemen. 

Three ambulances stood by for emer- 
gencies all during the fire, and three 





Top: Firemen Use Ladder Pipes and Hand Lines from Roof of Adjoining Building at Rochester 
Fire. This ls Where Firemen Were Burned by Explosion Believed to Have Involved Magnesium. 
Bottom: Firemen Use Hand Lines Atop Buried Apparatus in Wetting Down Rochester Fire. 
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called to aid the injured 
Those treated were: Lieut. Frances S. 
Brown and William H. Hartwig, Albert 
Myers and Gerald Cotterhill of the Pro- 
tectives: Edward Doran, Engine 4; My- 
ers Dunsky, Joseph G 


others were 


water tower! 


aad 
7 





Debris Topples Out on Verona Street, at 
Rochester Fire. 


Bertram, Engine 1, and William Hig 
gins, driver Batt. 4. Other firemen who 
suffered minor injuries included Leon 
ard Harther, Charles Datlio, Benjamin 
Termini, Edward McCarthy, John 
O'Keefe. Albert Duclos, Edward Kolb, 
Carl Eisman, Clarence Yaneski, Robert 
Belving and Vincent Keitz 


Fire Chief John Slattery was removed 
to St. Mary’s Hospital suffering from 
smoke inhalation but his condition later 
was reported not serious. : 

It was not until after six hours of 
struggle that Chief Slattery gave orders 
to “move in” and attack the fire at close 
quarters. Firemen continued to pour 
water into the ruins throughout the 
night. 

The adjoining three-story buildings 
occupied by the Rochester Scale Works 
on the east and the Manufacturers Tool 
& Die Company on the north, suffered 
considerable smoke and water damage. 

It is disclosed that owners of the de- 
stroyed structure had been warned sev- 
eral times against overloading the build- 
ing. This overloading was blamed for 
the collapse of the wall into Commercial 
>treet 

An estimated five million gallons of 
water was used in fighting the blaze, at 
a time when the city’s water supply was 
at low ebb due to the drought. 


Association of Arson 
Investigators Formed 


A new organization known as the 
International Association of Arson In- 
vestigators has been formed by spon- 
sors and supporters of the Seminar and 
Training Course in Arson Detection and 
Investigation held yearly at Purdue 
University, Lafayette, Ind. 

The President and one of the spark- 
plugs of the IAAI is G. H. Parker, 
40 Starks Building, Louisville, Ky 
Other officers are: Vice Presidents, 
Chief Thomas W Baldwin, East 
Orange, N. J. and Charles L. Haggerty, 
Buffalo, N. Y.; Secretary, Roderick 
Goeriz, Detroit, Mich. and Treasurer, 
S. T. Sides, Columbus, Ohio. 

Committees’ thus far appointed in 
clude: Committee of Technical Consul- 








Warehouse Fire Causes $100,000 Damage in Rochester, New York. 


Fourteen hours after fire was discovered, five streams continue to battle the stubborn blaze that 


destroyed a large warehouse in Rochester 


Several firemen were injured and four pieces of fire fighting 


spparatus were crushed by falling wall. 
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tants, George W. Clough, Mineola, N. Y, 
Chairman; Committee on Juvenile De- 
linquency, C. L. Haggerty, Buffalo, 
Chairman; Committee on Training, |’ro- 
fessor J. L. Lingo, Purdue University, 
Lafayette, Ind., Chairman; and Mem- 
bership, A. Bruce Bielaski, National 
Roard of Fire Underwriters, Chairman, 

Although the initial notice of the new 
organization was not released until 
early in July, nearly 250 applications for 
membership were filed before August 1, 
coming from all over the United States, 
Canada and Latin America. The aim 
of the Association is to have 500 mem- 
bers by the time of the next Seminar, 
according to President Parker. 

Doctcr Richard Steinmetz, Chief Spe- 
cial Agent, Mutual Investigation Bur- 
eau, Chicago, II1., will head a committee 
to edit and publish a bulletin which will 
contain information on arson investiga- 
tion, detection, preparation of evidence 
and other elements having to do with 
the field of arson. This will be dis- 
tributed to members. Annual dues are 
$1.00. Requirements for membership 
are that applicants be actively engaged 
in the prevention, investigation and 
prosecution of arson, or consultants to 
a bureau or department that investi- 
gates arson. Those joining at this time, 
it is said will be enrolled as charter 
members, 


Applications may be sent to Mr. A. 
Bruce Bielaski, Assistant General Mana- 
ger, National Board of Fire Under- 
writers, 85 John Street, New York 7, 
N. Y. or President G. H. Parker, 940 
Starks Bldg., Louisville, Ky. 


209 R. |. Woods Fires in '48 

According to the U. S. Forest Serv- 
ice, there were 209 woods fires in Rhode 
Island in 1948. Of the total, 62 were 
caused by humans. The total loss was 
$4,601 with 976 acres burned over. This 
was an improvement over the preced- 
ing year, when 344 fires occurred, in- 
cluding 163 caused by carelessness and 
incendiaries. 

Rhode Island forest fires in 1948 in- 
cluded 24 resulting from debris burning; 
two caused by careless campers; 28 
started by thoughtless smokers and 8 
set by incendiaries. Railroads started 
14, with 130 from miscellaneous causes. 

The total number of forest fires in the 
U. S. in 1948 was 67,776, with causes 
listed as follows: Railroads, 4,525; light- 
ning, 4,392; campers, 3,064; smokers, 
14,988; debris burning, 11,101; incen- 
diary 20,047; lumbering, 1,840 and mis- 
cellaneous, 7,819. 


National Board Ready for 
F, P. Week Campaign 


Order blanks and other information 
about Fire Prevention Week drive for 
1949, is going out from National Board 
headquarters. The material includes four 
colorful posters; stamps and _ stickers; 
two leaflets; four educational booklets: 
inspection forms or blanks for schools, 
farms, hotels, hospitals, industrial plants, 
mercantile establishments, churches, 
night clubs, restaurants and places of 
assembly and camps; various literature 
for school use and mats, and material 
for advertisers and publishers. Informa- 
tion may be had from the National 
Board of Fire Underwriters, 85 John 
Street, New York 7, N. Y. 
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NOVEL FIRE ALARM INSTALLATION 
INCLUDES RADIO AND RECORDING 


Fire Alarm Telegraph, Two-Way Radio and Recording of 
Telephone Alarms Combined in Charleston, W. Va., System 


” 
Tue City of Charleston, W. Va., on 
June 1, 1949, placed in service a com- 
plete, modern fire alarm central office, 
which complies with the latest rules and 
regulations of the National Board of 
Fire Underwriters for the installation, 
maintenance, and operation of a munic- 
ipal fire alarm system. 





West Virginia, for receiving and trans- 
mitting alarms over the fire alarm sys- 
tem, the Charleston Fire Department 
now will have complete two-way radio 
on an exclusive fire department fre- 
quency as allocated by the Federal com- 
munications commission; complete re- 
cording of all incoming telephone alarms 


Charlestown, W. Va., Fire Alarm Building. 


The fire alarm office is an isolated 
building, as defined under Section 209-1 
of the rules; the equipment, manufac- 
tured by the Federal Engineering Com- 
pany of Washington and installed by 
the Ernst Electric Company, with offices 
in Charleston and Washington, D. C., 
provides a capacity to accommodate 400 
to 600 fire alarm boxes. 

In addition to its switchboards, which 
are the first of its type to be installed in 


so as to minimize any errors incidental 
to alarms transmitted by voice over the 
telephone. These features are said to be 
the first of their kind installed under 
the new rules and requirements of the 
N.B.F.U. in the United States. 
Charleston is the only city in West 
Virginia at present having its own com- 
plete fire radio communications system 
on specific fire department frequencies. 
Radio will enable the Fire Chief O. E. 
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Poggess to coordinate the fire units 
and maintain contact with all apparatus 
at all times regardless of their location 
in or out of the fire station. All mobile 
apparatus will also be equipped with 
radio at an early date. Routine signals 
and alarms can be dispatched to all sta- 
tion houses via radio station house re- 
ceivers, providing a dependable rapid 
channel of alarm dispatch as provided 
in the rules, in addition to the two pri- 
mary and two secondary alarm circuits 
to each engine house. 

The new system replaces the old office 
and switching facilities formerly located 
on the second floor balcony of the City 
Hall, main fire station. 

The new equipment consists of ten 
new box line circuits, mounted in art 
metal cabinets, four alarm panels, two 
primary and two secondary, and power 
panel for overall operation of the sys- 
tem. The operators’ pedestal consists of 
a radio remote control unit, transmitter 
and telegraph key for manual operation, 
along with complete recording registers 
for incoming and outgoing alarms. 

The PBX telephone switchboard is 
equipped with emergency and regular 
central office trunks, PBX main stations 
to all fire stations and designated resi- 
dences of the Chief and other officers of 
the department. 

The emergency telephone trunks are 
equipped with a recorder with play-back 
features so that persons reporting fires 
by telephone, who in almost every in- 
stance are under the stress of excitement 
and may hang up before sufficient de- 
tailed information can be secured, are 
now recorded and the fire alarm opera- 
tors are sure of having full details re- 
corded for instant action 

The office is operated by women op- 
erators. The first alarm was transmitted 
through the new office on June 1, 1949 
sending firemen to 1207 First Avenue at 
1:21 P.M. 

Open house was held on Sunday, June 
5, 1949 for Charlestonians and other vis- 
itors. 


June Fire Losses 


With June fire losses totalling $51,- 
787,000, the estimated fire destruction in 
the United States during the first six 
months of 1949 was 9.7 per cent less 
than the total for the same six months 





Left: Operating Room of New Fire Alarm Headquarte 


with Stand-By Generator at Left. 


rs at Charleston, W. Va. Right: Battery Room at Charleston Fire Alarm Headquarters 
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1949 reached $348,807,000, which is $37,- 
673,000 or 9.7 per cent less than losses 


of 1948, according to W. E. Mallalieu, 
general manager of the National Board 
of Fire Underwriters for the same period last year. 

The June total represented a decrease For the 12 month period ending on 


of 5.3 per cent below losses of $54, June 30, 1949, losses totalled an es- 


706,000 reported in June, 1948, and also timated $673,441,000. This is a decline 

a drop of 4.4 per cent below the total for ot 5.1 per cent from losses of $709,- 

May, 1949. June was the sixth succes 839,000 for the 12 months ending June 

sive month during which fire losses were 30, 1948. 

lower than those reported for the same [hese reported losses under fire in- 

months last year surance policies include an allowance 
Losses for the first months of for uninsured and unreported losses. 


MISSOURI VALLEY FIRE CHIEFS 
HOLD OUTSTANDING CONFERENCE 


Excellent Program, Exhibits and Plenty 
of Recreational Features Included 


A: CORDING to some delegates, the ness transacted, beginning with the 
Missouri Valley Association of Fire get-together and the Directors meeting 
Chiefs Annual Convention held June 23, in the morning. 

24 and 25, 1949 at Fort Collins, Colo., President Wm. (Bill) Gardner called 


was a cross between Old Home Week the meeting to order [The invocation 
and a fire chiefs conference, with a dasl was delivered by Rev. E. W. Harrison 
of College thrown it with Mayor Robert W. Hayes deliver- 
lo say that delegates enjoyed them 
selves is putting it mildly The very 
fact that the Fort Collins Fire Depart 
ment, with Fire Chief T. P. Treadwell 
sparking things, was the host is proot 
[Three days of conferences weren't 
enough to keep Missouri Valley fire 
chiefs away from a fire as was vividly 
demonstrated by Chief Treadwell and 


his crew on the final Saturday night 
with an impromptu grand finale to the 
Eleventh Annual Conference 

After the Buffalo barbecue had fit 
tingly climaxed the conference and 
many of the more than 150 chiefs had 
retired without their night hitches, local 
smoke eaters armed with red flares ance 
various other pyrotechnics, ascended to 
the roof of fire department headquar 
ters on Walnut Street and shortly be 
fore 10:00 P.M. touched everything off 
to the accompaniment of every availabl 








fire siren, bell and gong 

Che clamor and the glamor and the 
glow in the sky brought fire chiefs run 
ning from. every Heads 
popped out ot ever window ot the 
Northern Hotel across the street, as 
firefighters in various stages of dishabille 


direction 


Davenport, la., State Vice-President; Chief A. F 
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ing the address of welcome, and Chicf 
Fred J. Wells, of Fargo, N. D. respond- 
ing. 

On Thursday the 23rd, Rev. E. B, 
Thayer delivered the appropriate Me- 
morial address, after which President 
Gardner reviewed the progress of the 
Association. The balance of the session 
was given over to routine matters and 
at 1:30 P.M., President Gardner opened 
the afternoon session, which was high- 
lighted by talks by Walter Reed Gage, 
N.B.F.U., Manhattan, Kans.; H. E. Hil- 
ton, National Automatic Sprinkler & 
Fire Control Association, New York; 
and T. Alfred Fleming, N.B.F.U., New 
York. 

Demonstrations of fire fighting equip- 
ment and methods of extinguishment 
were held at the Fire Department Drill 
Yard to conclude the day’s session. 

Friday the 24th got under way with 
President Gardner in the chair. Conway 
Thompson, Lincoln, Neb., spoke on mill 
and elevator fires; Hugh Walker, Amer- 
ican LaFrance Foamite Corp., Elmira, 
talked about “Load Rating of Fire Ap- 
paratus”; Wm. B. Larkin, Missouri In- 
spection Bureau, St. Louis, handled the 
topic “Safe Handling, Storage & Trans- 
portation of Liquefied Petroleum Gas,” 
and Chief Zane Hudson of Sheldon, Ia., 
discussed the “Problems Pertaining to 
Volunteer Fire Departments.” 





Vhnoto Courtesy Fort Coitins fire Department 


Officers and Directors of Missouri Valley Association of Fire Chiefs. 
Back row (left to right): Chief M. L. Hayes, Newcastle, Wyo., State Vice-President; Chief William J. 
Cawker, Topeka, Kans., First V ice-President, 1.A.F.C.; Chief Lee Bond, Brookfield, Mo., State Vice- 
President; Lieutenant Dobson, Waterloo, Ia., Secretary to Chief Tiller; Chief Lester R. Schick, 
Putschler, Dickinson, N. D., State Vice-President; 


headed for the “fire.” Chief J. W. Greeno, Longmont, Colo., State Vice-President 


However, all was not levity and 


laughter. Starting Wednesday morning, 


: - President; Chief Robert J. Van Fleet, Hastings, 


Front row (left to right): Chief Emil Johnson, Boulder, Colo., Past President; Chief Charles Slade, 
Des Moines, Ia., Immediate Past President; Chief T 


P ‘Treadwell, Fort Collins, Colo., Second Vice- 


Neb., New President; Chief Fred J. Wells, Fargo, 
F 


the 22nd. there was a lot of serious busi N. D., First Vice-President; Chief Ray Tiller, Waterloo, Ia., Secretary,Treasurer and Director, I.A.F.C. 








Photos by Hugh Walker 


Left: Retiring President, Chief William H. Gardner, Is Presented with a Candy Helmet by Chief T. P. Treadwell. Center: Chief A. F. Putschler, 
of Dickinson, N. D., Enrolled Thirty-three New Members the Past Year. He Received the Gold Badge Award for His Work. Right: Mrs. William 
H. Gardner, T. Alfred Fleming and Mrs. Roy S. Mou:ton. 
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In the afternoon, Chief Henry Chase, 

‘resident of the International Associa- 
tion of Fire Chiefs, talked on the “In- 

rnational Problem.” He was followed 
yy Eugene Smith, Director of Service, 
\Wichita, Kans., whose theme was “The 
Blazed Trail.” Asst. Chief Roy S. 
Moulton, Kansas City, Kans., conducted 
a motion picture lecture on “The Chem- 
istry of Fire” and Chief John T. Lynch 
of Kansas City, Mo., discussed “The 
Value of Training Schools for Fire De- 
partments.” 

There were further demonstrations at 
the Drill Grounds, and on Saturday the 
25th came more business sessions, with 
Joe I. Fetters, Instructor, State Board 
of Education, Lincoln, Neb., with the 
topic “Selection of Proper Fire Appa- 
ratus”; Chief Charles O. Bonnelle, In- 
structor, State Board of Education, 
Denver, Colo., who discussed “Fireman- 
ship Training.” Chief Bob Byrus 
wound up this day’s sessions with his 
paper “Problems of Individual Fireman 
Training,” after which there was a brief 
Round Table discussion. 

Saturday’s afternoon was devoted to 
routine Association matters, most im- 
portant being the election of officers for 
the coming year. The new incumbents 
are: Chief R. J. Van Fleet, Hastings, 
Neb., president; Chief Fred J. Wells, 
Fargo, N. Dak., first vice president; 
Chief T. P. Treadwell, Fort Collins 
Colo., second vice president; Chief Ray 
Tiller, Waterloo, Ia., secretary-treasurer 
and director to the International. 

International vice presidents-elect 
are: Chief Joe W. Greeno, Longmont, 
for Colorado; Chief Lester Schick, Dav- 
enport, for lowa; Chief M. C. Wood- 
hall, of Dodge City for Kansas; Chief 
Sam Bond of Brookfield for Missouri; 
Chief E. P. Feaster of Lincoln for Ne- 
braska; Chief A. F. Putschler of Dick- 
inson, for North Dakota; Chief C. E. 
Zumwalt of Pierre for South Dakota, 
and Chief M. L. Hays of Newcastle for 
Wyoming, 

Chief Woodhall will be host to the 
1950 convention in Dodge City. 





Making Christmas Tree Lights 
Safe 

3ecause of the publicity given the 
hazards of Christmas tree lights and 
lighted ornaments following an epidemic 
of fires last Christmas caused by the 
use of inferior bulbs, reflectors and orna- 
ments, one of the largest and best- 
known manufacturers in the field, the 
Noma Electric Corporation, New York, 
has taken steps to reassure the fire serv- 
ice that their products as well as the 
products of other leading manufacturers 
are entirely safe for use. 

First, their products were submitted 
to the Underwriters’ Laboratories, the 
Factory Mutual Engineering Division, 
the Fire Prevention Division of the 
Boston Fire Department and the United 
States Testing Co., Inc., for test. 

The Underwriters’ Laboratories re- 
ported as follows: 

“While most of these thermoplastic 
( hristmas tree ornaments are combust- 
ible, in the sense that they will burn 
if subjected to flame for a _ sufficient 
length of time to cause ignition, their 
ignition temperatures are so high that 
we doubt very much that they would 
constitute an additional fire hazard 
when used on Christmas trees. Our 
thought is based both on the knowledge 
of the materials and some simple tests 








Photo Courtesy Fort Collins Fire Department 
Members and Guests Attending the Missouri Valley Association of Fire Chiefs Convention, 
Held in Fort Collins, June 23-25. About One-Half of the Delegates Were Present for the Picture. 





which we have conducted on _ both 
polystyrene and cellulose acetate orna- 
ments. This thought is supported by the 
absence of any reports coming to us of 
actual fires being occasioned by the use 
of such ornaments, although in one form 
or another they have been utilized for 
eight or ten years. 

“It is our understanding that your 
Association, as a group, plans to confine 
your subsequent production of such 
ornaments to what is commonly termed 
the self-extinguishing type of thermo- 
plastic, or thermosetting materials of 
low combustibility, despite the fact that 
you have heretofore received no com- 
plaints of actual fires. The thermoplastic 
material will, of course, distort and melt 
if subjected to sufficient heat, but that 
is quite a different thing from being a 
fire hazard.” 

The Factory Mutual Engineering Di- 
vision reported: 

“We have examined the two sets of 
series connected electric illuminated 
plastic Christmas tree Globirds which 
you submitted to us, each constructed 
in part of two different plastic com- 
pounds. 

“In our own opinion this application 
of either of these two plastics does not 
increase the fire hazard beyond that 
which exists with similar electric lamps 
which are constructed without plastic 
bulb enclosures.” 

The Testing Laboratory of the Boston 
Fire Prevention Division, after testing 
“Bubblelites” and “Globirds” made of 
self-extinguishing cellulose acetate bases, 
reported: 

“The four strings of Xmas tree lights 
were burned continuously 504 hours (ex- 
cept #807 self-extinguishing set which 
had a bulb failure after 402 hours) after 
which test was stopped. There was no 
smoking or melting of the plastic. The 
‘self-extinguishing’ acetate material after 
10 second exposure in Tirrel gas burner 
flame burned 1 second after removal 
while the regular burned 170 seconds. 
In normal use none of the above plastics 
will ignite from lamp heat.” 

After extensive tests, the United 
States Testing Co., Inc., reached the 
following conclusions: 

“ _. It is our considered opinion that 
the miniature base Globird lamps tested 
do not constitute a fire hazard when 
used on a Christmas tree lighting set 
under any conceivable condition. This 
statement applies to both those lamps 
made with regular cellulose acetate and 
Hercules self-extinguishing cellulose ac- 


etate.. The latter type is somewhat 
superior from the point of view of re- 
sistance to warping. Under no condi- 
tion, does it appear that lamps made of 
either plastic will burst into flame due 
to the heat of the lamps.” 

The responsible manufacturers of tree 
lights and lighting ornaments as a group 
are taking further steps to eliminate 
possible fire hazards incidental to the 
use of their products. These steps in- 
clude: 

1. The small 15V lamps which are 
permanently fastened on the inside of 
the plastic ornaments will be electrically 
tested prior to their assembly into the 
ornament. Those lamps that the tester 
indicates operate at a higher tempera- 
ture than regular lamps and which could 
cause the difficulties that were observed 
in the Christmas tree ornaments last 
year will be rejected and not used. 

2. The shape and contour of the plastic 
ornaments will be modified so as to pro- 
vide more space between the lamp and 
the plastic. 

3. Additional vent holes and _ slots 
will be added to the plastic housing in 
order to provide greater ventilation. 
This will result in a faster removal of 
heat and a cooler operating ornament. 

4. Glues or cements used in the orna- 

ments will be compounded of more fire 
resistant materials and, in many other 
cases, the glue will be eliminated com- 
pletely. 
5. Blue and green colors which seem 
to hold in more heat will, on certain 
ornaments, be completely eliminated. 
For other ornaments the density of the 
color will be greatly reduced to permit 
more light to go through. This in turn 
will result in a cooler operating orna- 
ment. 

6. Manufacturers will submit to the 
Underwriters’ Laboratories for testing 
and approval their plastic illuminated 
ornaments lamped into approved UL 
strings. Accepted products will bear UL 
listing. 

7. Although all of the tests by the 
independent laboratories have demon- 
strated that the regular type slow burn- 
ing cellulose acetate could not be ig- 
nited by the heat of the lamp, neverthe- 
less, to further insure the public’s safety 
through a more generally fire resistant 
product, a number of the manufacturers 
will swing their production over to the 
very new self-extinguishing type cellu- 
lose acetate and also to other fire re- 
sistant plastics. 
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THREE DIE WHEN FIRE TRUCKS 
COLLIDE ON MUTUAL AID CALL 


Auburn and Lewiston Units Crash When 
Traffic Officer's Signal Goes Unobserved 


Ce ie! 
I HE municipalities of Lewiston and 
Auburn, Maine, located on the Andro- 


scoggin River, are known as the “Sister 


Cities’ and the “Industrial Heart” of 
that State Che fire departments of both 
cities have a working mutual aid plan, 
and practice it 

On the afternoon of Thursday, July 
7. about 5:16 P.M., at the peak of the 
traffic conditions in both places, tragedy 
struck in Auburn, at the corner of Main 
and Court Strects 

Both cities had experienced a number 
of fires during the day and the fire de 
partments had been on the jump At 
5:13 P.M., Lewiston’s veteran Fire Dis 
patcher Dwight B. H. Smith received a 
telephone call over Auburn's direct tele 
phone wire to send a pumper to the 
Auburn Central Station to stand by in 
an emergency while Auburn forces 
were operating at a second alarm fire 

Engine 2 of Lewiston with its crack 
crew, Captain Russell H Tarr, and 
Firemen Romeo Dumais (driver) and 
Marcien Vallee was ordered out on the 
assignment and the sirens and bells 
sounded at the Lewiston Central Sta 


tion for clearance oft the apparatus to 


Bates Street, to Main Street in Lewis 
ton, and over the bridge to Auburn. 
The 8-ton Lewiston pumper with its 


crew, reported traveling at between 35 
and 40 miles an hour, with siren and 
bell sounding, safely negotiated the traf 
fic in busy Lewiston, including the two 
lanes of cars proceeding over the bridge 
toward Auburn 


As the apparatus approached the end 
of the bridge on the Auburn side it was 
observed by that city’s Police Officer 
Norman Philbrick, who had just fin 


Me.. Fire 


Landry 


eptmartment 


ished his evening meal and taken post 
at the intersection of Court and Main 
Street, Auburn. Preceding the Lewiston 
pumper was a private car, which the 
Officer waved to the right hand side of 
the road to clear the passage for the 
apparatus. Then, turning to his right, 
the Officer saw Auburn’s Engine 2 
bearing down Main Street, heading for 
the intersection which, it was evident, 
both pieces of apparatus would reach 
simultaneously. 

Officer Philbrick saw the tight spot 
the two pumper drivers were in and 
quickly motioned for the Lewiston unit 
to have the right of way. He took three 
steps to the south, signalling with his 
hands for the driver of the Auburn unit 


to slow down. At this time siren and 
bells on both apparatus were being 
sounded, which might account for the 
fact that the personnel on each piece 


could hardly be expected to hear the 
warning signals of the other. 

Che stories of witnesses as 
to the collision that ensued differ mate- 
rially. But it is determined that the 
Lewiston Engine had completely 
cleared the Police Officer when it was 
struck about the left rear wheel by the 
\uburn pumper and overturned against 
two private cars standing at the curb 
Che Auburn pumper turned partly over 
further out in the intersection. At the 
impact, the firemen were thrown from 
both rigs in every direction. Lewiston 
Fireman Vallee traveled some _ thirty- 


scores of 


five feet through the air from his loca- 
tion on his pumper’s rear running board 
to bring up in the doorway of the Au- 
tank, at the corner 


Elwell, 


Auburn Fire- 
that unit’s 


burn 


man Sumner riding 





In the Foreground Is Lewiston's Engine No. 2; at Rear Is Auburn's Engine No. 2. Both Units 
Were Badly Damaged. 


FIRE ENGINEERING 


running board, was thrown down th 
street and nearly run over by a follow 
ing private car. He received a broke: 
hip and bruises. Lieut. Carlton Proctor 
unit 


who was driving that was also 
thrown and injured. 
Police Officer Philbrick was caught 


in the smashup and found crushed at 
the rear of Lewiston’s wrecked appara 
tus. Driver Dumais of the Lewiston 
pumper was thrown across the parked 
auto which had been motioned to the 
curb a few seconds before the crash 
by Officer Philbrick. He suffered a 
broken wrist, three broken ribs and 
lacerations. 

Captain Russell found 


Tarr was 


caught between the front of his pumper 





Auburn Police Officer Norman Philbrick's 

38 Special Revolver, Bent in the Fashion as 

Seen on the Photograph, by Impact of the 
Fire Truck Against His Body. 


and the parked vehicle. He had a 
crushed skull. Fireman Vallee received 
a fractured skull and other injuries from 
which he died in the Central Maine 
Hospital five hours after the accident, 
without regaining consciousness. Cap- 
tain Tarr succumbed at the same hos- 
pital on July 12, also without regaining 
consciousness. He was considered one 
of Maine’s most outstanding students of 
hydraulics and was scheduled to give a 
relay demonstration at the Lewiston 
Conference, of the Maine Fire Chiefs 
Association. 

Police Officer Philbrick died en route 
to the hospital. Richard A. Taylor, who 
was getting out of his parked car when 
the machines collided, narrowly escaped 
death when his auto was crushed by 
the Lewiston pumper. He was trapped 
between his car and a light pole and 
crushed, suffering a skull fracture and 
other injuries. He was placed on the 
danger list at the Central Maine Gen- 
eral Hospital. 


Six Firemen Injured in Collision 

On July 6th, while responding to an 
alarm from Levittown, Long Island, 
N. Y., for what proved to be a trivial 
fire, Chemical No. 2, of the Wantagh, 
L. I., Volunteer Fire Department, was 
in collision with a commercial trailer 
truck at Wantagh and Jerusalem Ave- 
nues 

Struck at the right rear wheel, the 
apparatus spun completely around, cata- 
pulting its crew, one for some fifty 
feet, to the pavement. 

Six firemen were injured. Two were 
treated at the scene and sent home. 
Four were taken to Meadowbrook Hos- 
pital. Walter Hill suffered internal in- 
juries and broken bones; he died later 
Owen Brooks and Anthony Mayer suf- 


fered internal injuries, condition fair: 
Edward Weiss was treated and sent 
home. 


Both vehicles were badly damaged 
although the driver of the commercial 
truck escaped injury. 
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DESTRUCTIVE EPIDEMIC OF FIRES 
SWEEPS NEW JERSEY SHORE AREA 


Some Attributed to Arson; Mutual Aid Proves 
Highly Effective In Controlling Threatening Fires 


By Frank L. Wilgus 


| [ got so that firemen along the North 
New Jersey Shore area ran to the fire 
no matter whose alarm went off 
for the rule seemed that a general alarm 
was soon to follow. 

In one of the worst fire epidemics in 
the history of the Shore area, more than 
a million dollars in damage has been 


1OuUs* 


ounted over the first six month of 1949, 


Whether business houses or residential 
homes, none was immune to the rav- 
ages of the series of blazes. 

From the promptly discovered arson 
attempt at the huge Mirabelli clothing 
factory in Neptune City, to the too-late- 
discovered furniture factory fire in 
Hightstown, Shore firemen have answ- 
ered no less than a dozen multiple alarm 
fires and two general alarm blazes. In 
Shore fire language, the multiple alarm 
blazes can bring to the scene anywhere 
irom two to a dozen fire companies and 
the general alarm call gets a response 
from as far as 10 miles away. 

During May and June it got so that 
there were multiple calls almost every 
lay, and the standing conversation 
among the many Jersey Shore volunteer 
companies was a guessing game as to 
which town would be struck next. 

rhe series started back on January 17, 
when a $7,500 fire hit the large Pines 
hotel in Ocean county winter resort 
t Lakewood. The very next day, fire- 
men were called from all of the Asbury 
Park companies to battle a $40,000 blaze 





at the New Monmouth hotel. While 
Asbury Park firemen were on_ that 
scene, the Wanamassa company from 
Ocean township stood by at Asbury 
Park fire headquarters. Asbury Park 


las the only paid fire fighting group in 
the area. 

rhe series continued. 
came 
Giles 


On January 23, 
an $8,000 blaze at the home of 
Miller, in Oakhurst, and a like 
damage to the home of Robert Drake 
in Wall township. Then on Feb. 12, a 
second Street business house and apart- 









ments in Lakewood were hit by a $30,- 
000 fire, and less than a month later, on 
March 10, fire did $150,000 damage to 
the large Seaboard Sheathing Mills in 
Marlboro. Two firemen were injured 
in this fire, caused by an over-heated 
asphalt tank. 

The next day, March 11, the Francis 
Marzula home in fashionable Shrews- 





Photo by Frank Beardsley 


Front View of the Fire at the Sears, Roebuck Warehouse on South Main Street in Neptune. 
This Fire Caused $190,000 Damage to the Warehouse and Another Building Abutting the 
Rear on th: Main Line of the Shore Jersey Central and Pennsylvania Lines. 


bury, N. J., was destroyed in a $20,000 
fire. The series continued only two 
days later, on March 13, when two fires 
did a total of $37,000 damage to two 
business houses. The Richard Truck- 
ing Company warehouse in Bradley 
3each was hit by a $25,000 fire and 
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then the Monmouth Waste Paper plant 
in Neptune was damaged to the extent 
of $12,000. 

A lapse gave firemen hope that the 
series of disasterous fires might be over, 
but it wasn’t, for on May 13, hay dust 
was ignited at the Oak Glenn farm and 
the resulting fire did an estimated $150,- 
000 damage. Luckily, some of the thoro- 


bred horses from the tarm were at 
pasture at the time. The Oak Glenn 
farm is known for its many fine race 


horses and is situated in a rural section 
of Middletownship, N. J. On this fire, 
Middletown firemen did a fine job of 
relaying water using as many as four 
pumpers in the line and bringing streams 
to the scene to save other buildings. 

Fire reports continued. The home of 
Amos Peaslee, nationally known friend 
of high ranking politicians, was hit by 
a fire that did several thousands of dol- 
lars damage, and a $5,000 fire was dis- 
covered at the Mirabelli plant in Nep- 
tune City on May 22. Arson was 
suspected and Mayor George Ambrose 
called in Monmouth County Prosecutor, 
J. Victor Carton. This paid off, for on 
May 26, a unique arson scheme was 
uncovered in the block-long factory. Mr. 
Carton said that blue tip non-safety 
matches had been placed in all of the 
factory’s weaving and carding machines 
and would have ignited a highly inflam- 
mable rayon material when the factory 
opened for business. Luckily, a night 
watchman found the “set” and notified 
authorities. 

The prosecutor said that such an ar- 
son scheme would have created an in- 
stant flame throughout the long weaving 
and carding section of the factory, and 
the probable rapid spread of the fire 
would undoubtedly have trapped many 
workers and resulted in a large loss of 
life. A vigorous investigation was 
launched at once. 

On June fifth, the worst series started. 
A blaze hit the General Utilities and 
Supply Warehouse in Asbury Park and 
did $8,000 damage before Asbury Park 
firemen could bring it under control. 
One fireman was injured at the scene. 

Two days later, the first of the many 
multiple alarms came in when a supper 





Photo by Frank Beardsley 

A Booster Line from a Neptune Fire Truck Is Scarcely Enough to Halt This $25,000 Fire at 

the Arzalia Rooming House in Neptune. Firemen from Five Communities Aided Neptune Fire- 
men in Battling This One. Five Other Homes in the Area Were Damaged. 
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Photo by Frank Beardsley 


Firemen Direct Streams on the Rear Portions of the Sears, Roebuck Warehouse in Neptune. 
Rail Traffic Was Held Up for More than an Hour When Hose Lines Were Laid over the Tracks. 
Several Firemen Were Overcome by Smoke in This Spectacular Blaze. 


hour blaze whipped thru the block-long 
Sears-Koebuck company warehouse on 
South Main Street in Neptune. Neptune 
firemen were aided in fighting the $190,- 
000 blaze by more than a dozen Mon- 
mouth county units, including compa- 
nies from Asbury Park. A half dozen 
first aid squads also responded and 
treated the more than a dozen injured 
and overcome firemen Among those 
overcome by the smoke was Second As 
sistant Chief Lewis B. Mulford, of 
Ocean Grove. who was caught when a 
shift in the wind sent huge clouds of 
black, acrid smoke over a group of fire- 
men on the roof and in the front of the 
structure Six others were overcome 
with the Chief when the wind shifted. 
Another multiple alarm called in six 
companies to aid the Neptune fhremen 
again on June 11, when a $25,000 blaze 
destroyed the three story Arzelia room- 
ing house on Division Street in Nep- 
tune. Neptune firemen had been called 
minutes before to a grass fire nearly 
four miles away, and Ocean Grove fire 
men, responding to a call for aid from 
Neptune police, rushed to the scene. 
They were followed by other compa- 
nies, including units from Asbury Park, 
Bradley Beach, Avon and Neptune City, 
when the blaze spread to five other 
homes in the area 
Asbury Park was not to be immune 
long, for on June 14, a $60,000 fire hit 
the Breslin hotel in that city. Firemen 
from all Asbury Park companies plus 
firemen from Neptune, Ocean Grove, 
Neptune City and Allenhurst were on 
hand and fought this blaze in the large 
hotel. Though 40 guests were routed by 
the blaze, no injuries were reported. 
Two days later, on June 16, an $80,- 
000 blaze hit the LaReine hotel in Brad- 
ley Beach, and a general alarm on this 
fire called out more than a dozen fire 
companies from all sections of Mon- 
mouth county The same night, the 
Lester Harvey home in West Allen- 
hurst was destroyed by a $5,000 fire. 
The series was climaxed at the close 
of the month when fires in the Glou- 
cester Rug mill in Manalapan town- 
ship and a large furniture factory in 
Hightstown caused $600,000 more dam- 
age. The rug mill saw firemen relaying 
water from streams as far as a mile 
away and the large 3,200 gallon ca- 
pacity tank truck from the Earle Naval 
depot working in a futile effort to save 


the building. Damage at the rug mill 
was $100,000. 

Hightstown firemen, handicapped by 
a low water pressure, were unable to 
save the furniture factory there, and a 
$500,000 loss was reported. 

Rural areas in Monmouth and Ocean 
county were sorely handicapped during 
the spring months by drying up streams 
and low water supplies. A 40-day drought 
left tinder-dry woods that fell prey to 
many fires. 

Its been a long series, but one that 
brought out one thing. Firemen are 
always ready to cooperate and no mat- 
ter where the blaze, the fire official in 
charge was only a phone call or radio 
message away from as many assisting 
fire companies as he might need. 

Old Sol Starts Hot Fire 

[Twenty-three Lynn, Mass., firemen 
were overcome by smoke or injured 
in a two-alarm fire, June 6, 1949, which 
roared through the third floor of an 
apartment house at 3 and 3A Nichols 
St. in that city. 

According to Deputy Fire Chief 
James O’Neil, the blaze was caused 
by spontaneous ignition of painting ma- 
terial stores on the third floor piazza, 


UT ya 
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where it was subject to the sun’s rays. 

When firemen arrived on a telephone 
“still” alarm, flames were involving 
the loft between the third floor and roof, 
and the entire upper section of the struc- 
ture was charged with heavy smoke, 
30x 343 was struck immediately and 
in view of the threatened exposures, 
a second alarm was sounded, followed 
by the striking of Box 314, which is 
located about two blocks from the fire 
and which is a mutual aid box, bring- 
ing forces from nearby Swampscott. 
The total response constituted a three- 
alarm assignment. 

Firemen were handicapped by low 
water pressure, heavy smoke conditions 
and the extreme heat. Hose lines were 
carried to roofs of adjoining exposures 
and firemen took others into the build- 
ing to cut off extension of the fire. Two 
firemen, Joseph E. Scanlon, Jr., son of 
Fire Chief Scanlon, and Frank Moore, 
with Deputy Chief Thomas Kiely, were 
fighting the blaze from the interior of 
the third floor when a hot air explosion 
in the loft knocked them to the floor, 
3efore they could retreat they were 
partly overcome and only made their 
way out of the structure with difficulty, 

\ll occupants of the building were 
able to reach the street safely, being 
warned by neighbors, who discovered 
the fire and telephoned the alarm. 

The accompanying picture was taken 
by Chandler J. Blackington, amateur 
photographer, who resides four doors 
from the fire and was early on the 
scene 





° ° 
Fire on Fire Escape 
George Simon, chief of the fire de- 
partment at Quincy, IIll., had a new 
kind of entry to put in his record book 
on June 29—a fire on a fire escape. At 
one minute after midnight five com- 
panies responded to an alarm from a 
downtown business-apartment building. 
Poards had been laid across a lower 
ianding on the fire escape for potted 
flowers. Someone tossed a cigaret out 
of an upper window and it landed on 
the boards which were ignited. The 
flowers were saved. Three 1,000 gallon 
pumpers, a rescue squad and a 100-foot 
aerial turned out in the sultry morning 
air Ear. NOLAN 





Flames from Burning Grease, Tossed on Piazza, Spread Through Top Floor Apartment of Three 
Decker in Lynn, Mass., Giving Fire Department a Stiff Battle. 
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Good Stop at Springfield 
Y.W.C.A. Fire 


Fast attack by the Springfield, III. 
Fire Department and volunteers con- 
rolled a fire on May 8, 1949, that 
hreatened to destroy the Y.W.C.A. 


shre 
yuilding in downtown Springfield. 

\t 11:48 A.M. the fire department 
received report of a smell of smoke in 
the vicinity of the Roxy Theatre, which 


The Springfield Y.W.C.A. after Fire 
Had Been Extinguished. 


s next door to the Y.W.C.A. Engine 8 
was dispatched on a “still” to investi- 
gate, 

Members of the company could find 
no fire in the theatre, but upon further 


investigation smoke was discovered 
coming from the skylight of the 
Y.W.C.A. building. A general alarm 


was at once sounded by the captain of 


that company, which lost no time 
stretching in. 

Firemen located the seat of the fire 
in the basement, and lines were at 


once laid in to hold it in that area. At 
the same time, because of the threaten- 
ing nature of the fire, Assistant Chief 
Wing, in command, ordered a second 
alarm struck. 

Upon arrival of the additional alarm 
companies, lines were stretched to cover 
exposures, and additional lines taken 
into the structure to hit the fire at close 
quarters. In this operation firemen had 
to work in considerable smoke, despite 
all possible top ventilation. 

Engine 1 operated four 2'%-in. lines 
and Engine 8, one 2%-in. line. Engine 
5 laid a 2%-in. line from a hydrant. 
The 75 ft. aerial was raised to the roof 
in front of the building ready for use 
if necessary. 

A number of National Guardsmen, on 
the scene at the time, pitched in and 
aided the firemen. The fire was con- 
trolled within an hour. 

Chronology of alarms and response 
were 
11:48, Still; “vicinity of Roxy Theatre.” 

Eng. 8 
12:02 P. M. General alarm sounded by 

Captain, Eng. 8, Engs.1, 3, 5 (Eng. 5 

covering for Eng. 8) L 1, 2; Assistant 

Chief Melvin Wing. Rescue unit. 
12:04 P. M. Second alarm sounded by 

Chief Wing. Engs. 4, 5; Eng.7 to 


Eng. 1 locating; Chief of Department, 

Francis Londrigan, George Doyle 

(all - off-shift) and First Assistant 

Chief “Doc” Wiltshire. 

Firemen John Enzman and Ferdi- 
nand Sugen found the only person in 
the building at the time was Mrs. Ella 
Cunningham, assistant office manager, 
who was endeavoring to escape by the 
front door. They opened it and re- 
moved her to safety. She reported that 
upon discovering the building filling 
with smoke she had attempted to tele- 
phone an alarm but the phone was out 
of order. The lights also had gone out. 

Chief Londrigan estimated the loss at 
$125,000. Pat Warp 


Connecticut Fire Marshals 
Institute Holds Session 


The newly organized Connecticut Fire 
Marshals Institute, sponsored by the 
Fire Marshals Association, the Connec- 
ticut State Department of Education and 
the State Police Department was held 
June 4 and 5 last at Bradley Field, 
Conn., with over 200 in attendance. It 
is believed that this is the first Fire 
Marshals College composed entirely of 
fire marshals in the country. 

The cooperating agencies are headed 
by Dr. Finis E. Engleman, Commis- 
isoner of Education, Emmet O’Brien, 
Director of Vocation Education and 
Richard W. Howes, Assistant Director 
of Vocational Education, all of the State 
Department of Education; Commis- 
sioner Edward J. Hickey, State Fire 
Marshal, and Captain Ross V. Urqu- 
hart, Deputy State Fire Marshal, tor 
the State Police Department, and Wil- 
son Whitehouse, North Haven, presi- 
dent, George Harper, Jr., Putnam, vice 
president, Daniel R. Hazard Jr., West 
Haven, secretary, and Richard Coley, 
Milford, treasurer, for the Connecticut 
Fire Marshals Association. Sparkplug- 
ging the affair was Laurence W. Eddy, 
Assistant Director, Service Training, 
State of Connecticut and Bill Hickey 
Manaher, Travelers Fire Branch Office, 
Hartford, Conn. 

The entire two days were given over 
largely to business sessions. On June 4, 
Chairman William T. Hickey opened 
the assembly, with Col. Kane and Wil- 
son Whitehouse, president of the 
CFMA, welcoming the visitors. R. W. 
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Howe and Captain Ross Urquhart also 
spoke. 

The following subjects were covered 
that day: “How Can Oil Burner Haz- 
ards Be Reduced?” a lecture and dem- 
onstration by Fred N. Beckwith, Execu- 
tive Secretary, Oil Heat Institute of 
New England; “Fire Resistancy of 
Building Materials,” Everett W. Fow- 
ler, Assist. Chief Engineer, NFBU, 
New York; “Electrical Hazards,” a lec- 
ture and demonstration by John Sulli- 
van, Electrical Engineer, Naugatuck, 
Conn.; “Arson Detection,” Joseph F. 
Gillace, Arson Dept., NBFU; “Demon- 
strations of Fires Applied to Resistant 
Materials,” Capt. Ross Urquhart. 

The Institute Dinner was served that 
evening followed by a show in the The- 
atre Building. 

On the 5th, the following topics were 
covered: “The Problems of Flammable 
Liquids’—Roger M. L. Russell, Special 
Hazards Engineer, FIA, Hartford; 
“Hazards in the Use and Control of 
LPG”’—George Webster, Chemical En- 
gineer, Carbide, and Carbon Chemicals 
Corp., New York; “Keeping the Fire in 


the Chimney”—James Carpenter, En- 
gineer, Aetna Fire Insurance Co.; 
“Emergency Illumination’—Capt. Ross 


Urquhart; “Fire Alarm 
Buildings” — Capt. Ross Urquhart; 
“Spontaneous Combustion,” lecture and 
demonstration — Prof. DeWitt Keach, 
Yale University. 

Certificates were awarded for attend- 
ance at sessions. 

A large number of the enrollees at the 
Institute also attended the sessions of 
the Eighth Annual Connecticut Fire 
College, held on the 9, 10 and 11, at the 
Fort Trumbull Branch of the Univer- 
sity of Connecticut, New London, Ct. 


Systems for 


Ban on Air Shipment of 


° 
Explosives 

On July 26, President Truman signed 
into law an amendment to the civil 
aeronautics act to provide stiff penalties 
for violating Civil Aeronautics Board 
regulations covering the transportation, 
packing, marking or description of ex- 
plosives in aircraft. The bill prohibits 
any person from knowingly or wilfully 
delivering to an air carrier any ship- 
ment, baggage or property violating 
board regulations on explosives. 


Top View Showing the Skylight of Springfield Y.W.C.A. Building. 
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College Bell Tower Razed by Fire 


Seattle, Wash., firemen, on the morn- 
ing of May 24, were faced with a situa 
tion that well illustrates the hazard 
created by one highly combustible 
structure in in otherwise normal dis 
trict 
district 

Row, 


The section of the University 
of Seattle known as Fraternity 
district of Fraternity, Sorority, 
boarding houses and private homes; ex 
North from East 45th Street 
to East 55th Street; and East from 15th 


Is a 
} 


t¢ nding 





Avenue N.E. to 22nd Avenue N.E. Most 
of the buildings in this district are 
large two and three story trame, many 
having le roofs Many of 
them are overcrowded, housing as many 
as fifty students in one building 

Che combustible structure that caused 
all the trouble was ‘The Chimes.’ an 
historic landmark on the University of 


Washington campus. Located near the 


corner of 17th Ave. N.E. and East 45th 





street, The Chimes was an old wooden 
structure about 65 feet high and 20 feet 
square at the base. Originally built in 
1895, as a Water tower, it Was con- 
verted to a Chimes tower in 1914 


Chimes weighing 35,000 Ibs. were do 
nated to the University of Washington 
by the late Colonel A. J. Blethen. Since 
then the Chimes have been played at 
least three times daily by George Bailey, 
blind musician of the University Che 
tower was built entirely of wood, cov 
ered with wood siding and with a wood 
shingle root 

The first alarm was turned in at 


7:14 A.M., from box 3392 at 20th Ave 


nue N.E. and East 45th Street, by a 
student on his way to an early morn 
ing class. By the time the first alarm 
companies—Engines 17-11-38, Truck 9 
and Chief of the 4th Battalion—arrived, 


the Chimes tower was fully involved, 


Photo by The Seattle Times 


Ruins of the Chimes at University of 
Washington, Following Fire 








the roof of the Sigma Chi fraternity 
house across the street was aflame, and 
burning shingles and embers were be- 


ing scattered over a wide area. 
Battalion Chief Stanley Lemm, ra- 
dioed for a second alarm while still 


Photo by Gordon Boone 


The “Chimes,” University of Washington, 
When Fire Was at Its Height. 


several blocks away. Engines 17 and 
11 were assigned to knocking down the 
fire in the Chimes to stop the spread 
of embers as possible, while 
Engine 38, was assigned to the Sigma 
Chi house 


soon as 


By this time several other roofs were 
on fire and embers were falling thick 
and fast over the entire district. Snarled 
rush-hour traffic, crowds of spectators, 
half-dressed shouting students and Co- 
eds caused quite a bit of confusion. 

Of the second alarm companies—En- 
gines 16-22-9, Truck 10—Engine 16 was 
assigned to the Sigma Chi house, the 
attic of which was involved by then. 
Engines 22 and 9 were assigned to 
patrol the blocks immediately north of 
the Chimes. Truck companies 9 and 10 
were assigned to laddering buildings 
and spreading tarps in the Sigma Chi 
house. Very little water damage was 
done. 

Assistant Chief of Department, R. B 
Rogers, arriving with the 2nd alarm 
assignment, radioed for two additional 
companies, 21 and 7, to patrol other 
blocks and extinguish fires as they 
found them. Chief of Department Wil- 
liam Fitzgerald arrived soon after and 
directed operations 

Fires in 12 separate buildings were 
extinguished by the Fire Department, 
most of them with small damage. Sev- 
eral others were reported extinguished 
by occupants. Most residents of the 
surrounding blocks helped by manning 
garden hoses on their own roofs and 
undoubtedly prevented more buildings 
being fired. Fast work was necessary 
because of the combustible nature of 
the shingle roofs in the district and be- 
cause burning shingles from the sides 
and roof of the Chimes were carried so 
far by a light south wind. Burning 
embers were reported falling as far as 
3 miles away. 


FIRE ENGINEERING 


The final touch was added when a 
sign appeared on the front of the Sicma 
Chi house, ‘Wha Happen?’ 

Leo WENNER 


North Carolina Legislature 
Enacts Two New Laws 
Two recent Acts by the General As- 
sembly of North Carolina which have 
become law, are of interest to the fire 
service. One amends the workman’s 
compensation law to provide compensa- 
tion to members of fire departments for 
death or disability resulting from heart 
disease; the other relates to protection 
of firemen operating outside of their 
corporate limits. The two Acts follow: 
An Acr To AMEND THE WORKMEN'S 
CoMPENSATION Act TO PROVIDE FOR Com- 
PENSATION TO MEMBERS OF FIRE DeEPart- 
MENTS FOR DEATH oR DisaBILity RESULT- 

ING FROM HEarT DISEASE. 

Che General Assembly of North Caro- 
lina do enact: 

Section 1. That General Statutes ot 
North Carolina, Section 97-53 be and 
the same is hereby amended by adding 
the following Subsection thereto: “26— 
In case of members of fire departments 
of cities, counties or municipal corpora- 
tions or political subdivisions of the 
State, whether such members are volun- 
tary, partly paid of fully paid, coronary 
thrombosis, coronary occlusion, angina- 
pectoris or acute coronary insufficiency 
shall each be deemed to be an occupa- 
tional disease within the meaning of this 
article, provided: 

(A) Such disease developes or first 
manifests itself during a period while 
such member is an active member of 
such department or unit, and 

(B) Said member, prior to such man- 
ifestation or development, shall have 
served five consecutive years or more 
immediately preceding such manifesta- 
tion or development as an active mem- 
ber of said fire service, and, 

(C) Said member, upon entering said 
fire service or not less than five years 
prior to first manifestation or develop- 
ment of said heart disease, shall have 
undergone a medical examination, which 
examination failed to disclose the pres- 
ence of such disease. 

(D) Cities may adopt their own plans 
for the purpose of carrying out the in- 
tent of this Act. 

For the purpose of the foregoing, the 
time of development of first manifesta- 
tion of such diseases shall only be de- 
termined by and run from the date of 
first notice of the existence of such dis 
eases to such member by a physician or 
the date of death as a result of such 
disease’”’. ; 

Section 2. That all laws and clauses ot 
laws in conflict herewith are hereby re- 
pealed. 

Section 3. That this Act shall be in 
full force and effect from and after its 
ratification. 

In the General Assembly read three 
times and ratified, this the 21st day ot 
April, 1949. 

AN Acr To AMENp G. S. 
LATING TO Fire PROTECTION 
CorPORATE LIMITs. 


160-238, RE- 
OuTsIpDE OF 


The General Assembly of North Caro- 
lina do enact: : 
Section 1. Amend Section 160-238 of 
the General Statutes, as amended, by 
rewriting the second paragraph thereot 
as the same appears in the Cumulative 
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Supplement of 1947 to the General 
Statutes of North Carolina so that said 
econd paragraph thereof shall read as 

Oows. 

\ny employee of a municipal fire de- 
tment, while engaged in any duty or 
tivity in connection with the provi- 
is of this Section, or pursuant to or- 
ders or instructions from his officers or 
eriors, shall have the same rights un- 
the Workmen’s Compensation Law, 
shall be entitled to all such other 
rights, privileges, exemptions and im- 
ities, as if such duty or activity were 
vrformed within the corporate limits 
of the municipality by which he was em- 
ployed, and all such employees shall be 
entitled to all such rights, privileges, 
munities and exemptions, irrespective 
of where such duties or activities are 
performed. In authorizing or permitting 
its fire department to answer fire calls 
utside the twelve-mile limit, and in an- 
swering such calls, the municipality and 
its employees in the fire department 
shall be considered as acting in a gov- 
rnmental capacity.” 

Section 2. All laws and clauses of 
laws in conflict with the provisions of 
his Act are hereby repealed 

Section 3. This Act shall be in full 
force and effect from and after its ratifi- 
cation 

In the General Assembly read three 
times and ratified, this the 16th day of 
February, 1949. 
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Firebug Gets Long Sentence 
William A. Wanagill, 18, of Ansonia, 


Conn., was sentenced to 17 to 25 years 
in State Prison at Wethersfield, by 
Judge Ernest A. Inglis in Superior 
Court, New Haven, on June 1, after he 
pleaded guilty to two counts of arson. 
Wanagill was charged with setting two 
fires in Ansonia tenement and business 
blocks, which caused $150,000 damage 
and resulted in the death on April 30, 
of Adam Ploski, 76. 

Wanagill was held criminally respon- 
sible for Ploski’s death by Coroner 
lames J. Corrigan of New Haven 
County, but State’s Attorney Abraham 
S. Ullman told the Court that he was 
not pressing a first degree murder charge 
and believed the interests of justice could 
be served by imposing a heavy prison 
sentence. 

Dr. Louis H. Cohen and Dr. Everett 
Rademacher, psychiatrists who ex- 
imined Wanagill, said the youth was 
capable of distinguishing between 
right and wrong, and could understand 
the proceedings against him. Judge 
Inglis in passing sentence said: 


sane, 


“The seriousness of the offense and 
the protection of the public, required 
that the accused serve a long term in 
the State Prison.” 

New York Fireboats Help 
Control Costly Fire 
\n old, wooden, coal loading pier of 


the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, located 
about a quarter of a mile from the St. 
George ferry terminal on Staten Island, 
N. Y., which was destroyed by fire June 
25, 1946, burned three years later to a 


day, on June 25, 1949, with a loss of 
S900,000. 
The fire, for which five alarms and 


special calls were sounded, was primar- 
ly a job for New York’s marine fire 
ighters, who had their hands full con- 


trolling the roaring pier fire, chasing 
blazing car-floats, towing other craft 
from the fire zone and covering expo- 
sures, all on a hot, sttcky day. Besides 
the pier, eleven coal cars, a box car in 
the adjoining B & O freight yard, a car 
float and steam hoist were burned. Two 
coal barges, moored at the pier, were 
towed to safety. Pier 6, nearby, jutting 
1,000 feet into the Kill Van Kull, was 
ignited by flying embers, but fireboats 
knocked out this fire and kept the struc- 
ture wet down with streams for three 
hours. Pier 6 burned Jan. 21, 1946, with 
a loss of $1 million. 

No work was in progress on the pier 
and the fire was under great headway 
when it was first discovered soon after 
3:00 P.M. By the time the first-due 
companies had arrived, fire had spread 
through the timbers and among the 
huge coal bins on the pier. Second and 
third alarms were shot in, the third 
bringing the last of the 20 companies 
on Staten Island, leaving only scattered 
reserve units to deal with other calls 
that might come in. It also brought the 
fireboat “Gaynor” from Brooklyn — 
Staten Island’s old fireboat having been 
taken out of service. Half a dozen B 
& O tugs and nine belonging to other 
companies also joined in the struggle. 

This three-alarm complement of ap- 
paratus, even reinforced by tugs, was 
insufficient to cope with the blaze, which 
threatened to extend to the entire 
waterfront, and half an hour later a 
fourth alarm, followed in another thirty 
minutes by a fifth, was sounded, This 
brought half a dozen Manhattan com- 
panies from below Fourteenth Street 
and another six from the Borough of 
srooklyn together with the Fireboat 
“Fire Fighter” from the Battery. 

Brooklyn companies reached Staten 
Island by way of the Sixty-ninth St. 
Ferry and those from Manhattan via 
municipal ferry from South Ferry. On 
receipt of a special telephone request 
from fire headquarters, a special boat 
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was held at each ferry terminal for the 
firemen. The Coast Guard also dis- 
patched four cutters, all that were im- 
mediately available. 

About all the land companies could 
do was to guard the approaches to the 
pier, which abuts the B & O freight 
yards, where more than 1,000 loaded 
freight cars were stored. They pre- 
vented extension of the fire in this di- 
rection, except to half a dozen cars, 
which were closest to the pier. Al- 
though not all apparatus responding on 
the multiple alarms was put to work, 
the personnel was used to spell off other 
firemen who were exhausted by the 90- 
degree heat. , 

Fire Chief Peter Loftus announced 
the fire under control at 5:30 P.M., and 
by 7:00 P.M. most other Borough com- 
panies were picking up, leaving Staten 
Island forces to overhaul and mop up. 


Fire Chief Wanted 

The Village of Winnetka, Illinois, is 
seeking a fire chief to fill the vacancy 
created by the resignation of Chief 
Michael J. Dalton to enter private busi- 
ness. Winnetka is a non-political, resi 
dential suburb of Chicago governed by 
the council-manager plan. Salary range 
will be $4,800 to $6,300. Candidates for 
the position should apply to the Person- 


nel Officer, Village Hall, Winnetka, III 


Correction 

In the article appearing on Page 502 
of the July, 1949, issue of Fire Encr- 
NEERING, entitled “Diesel Pumper Passes 
Tenth Year,” second paragraph, the cost 
of fuel for 200 runs and 95 gallons of 
diesel fuel during 1945, was given as 
$931. This is a typographical error. The 
total cost should have been $9.31. 





Smoke Billows Skyward from Blazing Skeleton of Open-Type Buildings on Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad Coal Loading Dock on Staten Island. 
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WINDING DEVICE FOR FLOOD 
LIGHT CABLES 


It has been a problem in the fire ser 
vice to stow the electric cable used in 
connection with flood light or other 
generator operations Under the aver 
age method of stowing and handling, the 
wires become twisted and tangled, caus 
ing possible delay in getting the gen 
erator into operation 

Now comes Lewis Brown, Ladder Co 
1, Peekskill, N. Y., Fire Department, 
with an idea for a winding device which, 
he avers, overcomes these difficulties 

The installation calls tor a power 


operated reel in the form of a wooden 
spool, about 3-inches in diameter, 
grooved to fit the wire or cable. This 
has a inch metal shaft or axle, fitted 


at each end of the spool, with bearings 
bolted on an angle iron to hold the as 
sembly in the compartment. Mr. Brown 
says that it isn’t necessary to install this 
in a compartment, as shown in the illus 
tration: the assembly can be self-con 
tained and mounted on a wide board, to 
which upright metal “legs” may be fitted 
to hold the axle bearings Thus built, 
the unit can be taken anywhere The 
ideal installation, of course is in an en 
closed compartment, as shown 

At the end of the spool, an 8-inch dis« 
is mounted [his is slotted, in which 
the end of the wire fits to hold it firm 
when starting to wind the cable. On the 
other end is a 12-inch pulley from which 
a drive-belt runs to a 4 H.P. electric 
motor his drives the spool for wind 
ing 4 lead wire runs from this motor 
to the portable generator from which it 
takes its power There is an off-on 
switch to start and stop the motor .when 
the generator is in operation. 

The particular reel shown in the illus- 
tration, Mr. Brown says, has the genet 
ator cable at the left, and at the right, is 
shown a rope which is used in the op- 
eration of the ladder pipe on the aerial 

At a fire, the cable is pulled off, as 
needed. When ready to pick up the gen- 
erator is operated to wind the cable 
back on the spool As the cable is 
wound, it can be cleaned of dirt by let- 





ting it pass through a clean cloth, loose 
ly held around it. 

Mr. Brown says further that this idea 
can be developed to fit any modern type 
generator. 

* + * 


IMPROVEMENT FOR LOCATION 
CARD 


Most engine and ladder companies 
have location (assignment) cards or 
boards on the wall of the watch desks, 
which are enclosed in glass-covered 
cases with a lamp shining over them. 


‘ 1 


























FIRE ENGINEERING 


Francis J. Burke, of Concord, Mass., 
offers a “Short Cut” which he hopes will 
help improve this condition. 

Che present type location card is usu- 
ally of white, glossy stock with hard 
finish, having black figures and lettering, 
It varies in size according to local re- 
quirements—the average size being 
about 24” x 36”. 

Brother Burke’s idea for a better run- 
ning or assignment card with illumina- 
tion is to provide for a deeper frame, 
and to insert two or more fluorescent 
lamps in vertical position for the illu- 
mination, Have the assignment card 
copy (box number and location) typed 
on a standard letter size bond paper 
84%" x11". This typed sheet should then 
be made into a _ photostatic negative 
copy and “blown up” or enlarged to the 
size of the case and frame. 





BOX LOCATION 





12 ELM & MAIN 
212 ELM near 27 
213 5th & SEARS 
214 5th & MAIN 
215 5th & PAUL 
215-2 HOSPITAL 
-| 216 
217 6th & MAIN 
218 6th & PAUL 
219 P.S. NO.25 


313 CITY HALL 
314 42 WEST 53rd 
315 62 NASSAU 











Left: Showing the Inside, or Back Board, of the Location Card, with Two 40-Watt 
Fluorescent Lamps Mounted Vertically. Actually, This Form of Location Fixture 
Is Similar to a “Shadow Box" Used by Decorators 


Right: Showing Form of Location Card (can be made with White Figures on 


Black Background). 


The Card May Be Hinged if Desired to Swing Out or Be 


Entirely Removed from the Frame 


The result is that frequently there is 
considerable light halations and reflec-/ 
tions on the glass which may be con- 
fusing to the watchman and which may 
even be injurious to the eyesight. 





This operation will provide a_ black 
background for the copy, allowing a 
soft glow of light to make all the letters 
and figures stand out sufficiently so as 
to be read with ease from a good dis- 
tance. It will also make a smart and 
efficient looking running card. 

Directions for this short cut may at 
first sound like a major operation, but 
on the contrary, it is a very simple 
process. Photostat copies may be had 
for as little as 50 cents, and the blow-up 
for less than a dollar. Your public 
library may be glad to do this photo- 
stat work for free (or it may be secured 
through some other branch of the city 
government). “I am not an entomolo- 
gist,” says Brother Burke, “but I can 
assure ‘smoke eaters’ that this form of 
lighting a running card will not reflect 
halations, and will not attract mosqui- 
toes or other insects during the season 
when apparatus doors are left open to 
provide fresh a” 


* * * 
The Old Timer Says— 

Fire trucks of Flemington, Penna., 
have the telephone number of the fire 
department printed on their sides where 
everybody can read and heed. Not such 
a bad idea! 
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Roast Turkey—$75,000 Worth! 


\ spectacular fire at the L. W. Steel- 
man poultry farm on Valley Forge 
Road, Center Point, about seven mlies 
north of Norristown, Pa., on June 13, 
destroyed 4,500 young turkeys, gutted 
the three-story cement-block “plant” 
and shot flames 100 feet into the air. 

Che fire was discovered about 5:30 
\.M. by a passing motorist, who awoke 


the Steelman family by blowing his 
horn. A telephone alarm brought the 
West Point Fire Co., followed by 


forces from Skippack, Fairmount, North 
Penn and Center Square. 

The fire started in a brooder wing of 
the building, and quickly burned 
through the roof and enveloped the 
building’s main section. The blaze was 
controlled before it reached another 
wing where 4,000 more birds were 
housed. 

Fire fighters were handicapped when 
they soon used all the water in a nearby 


pond. They were forced to lay lines 
one mile distant, to Zacharias creek. 
Harry Hull, member of the Fairmount 


company was overcome by smoke in 
the battle, but revived at the scene by 


an emergency medical crew from Elm 
Terrace Hospital, Lansdale. Police in- 
dicated the loss would exceed $75,000. 


* 
Inmate Kills Self After Setting Fire 


A patient who started a fire that drove 
50 other inmates from the Darlington 
Sanitarium near West Chester, Pa., was 
later found strangled in his room. Au- 
throities said the victim, Pietro Gigio- 
lette, 35, committed suicide by fash- 
ioning a noose from his bathrobe. 

The inmate’s death followed his cap- 
ture at his Avondale, Pa., home where 
he had fled after setting fire to the Sani- 
tarium the night before. He was re- 
turned to the institution. 

During the fire, a nurse and an or- 
derly were injured attempting to stop 
other patients from dragging a 
flaming matress through the building. 
The nurse, Hilda Weeks, required 
treatment for cuts and bruises, and the 
orderly, Thomas McSteen, was cut and 
bruised when knocked down a flight 
of stairs by the patients. 

The fire was extinguished before seri- 
ous damage was done. 

* 


Laugh Clown, Laugh 

People attending the county fair in 
Sonora, Calif., laughed when they saw 
flames enveloping 17-year old Robert 
Carlson. They thought it was all part 
of the fair’s thrill show they had come 
to see. 

Robert was standing beside a 50-gal- 
lon drum of gasoline, in the arena, when 
it ignited and blazing fuel showered 
over him. He fell writhing in pain as 
attendants headed for him. 

\ clown rolled Carlson over and over 
in a patch of deep sawdust, extinguish- 
ing the flames, as the crowd applauded. 
Hospital attendants, where the youth 
was rushed for treatment, said he will 
fully recover. 

Frre ENGINEERING’s correspondent J. 
lebens, fails to say what a 50-gallon 
drum of gasoline was doing in a county 
fair arena or what happened to the saw- 


by 
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dust when the burning gasoline came in 

contact with it. 

ee 

Hot Off the Tape 
In Hawthorne, N. Y., a 3,000-gal. as- 
phalt tank measuring 25x9 ft. exploded 
Flying asphalt inflicted serious injuries 
to a passing motorist Patrick D’Amoto 
on Route 100, near Route 9A, who was 
rushed to Grasslands Hospital with 
fractured ribs and broken collarbone. 
The tank, owned by a contractor, was 
being cut at one end by a blow torch 
when the blast came. The cutter was 
uninjured. No fire resulted. The 
city of Harlingen, Tex., was indifferent 
to the recent Rio Grande Valley heat 
wave until the fire department was 
called to extinguish a burning street. 
Uh huh! a grass fire crept to the edge 
of a freshly tarred thoroughfare and 
set it afire. Speaking of tar, in New 
York City, policemen and _ firemen 
worked to extricate 62-year-old watch- 
man from a vat of tar into which he 
had fallen. The tar had become soft- 
ened by the heat and the watchman 
stuck fast. Taken to St. Catherine’s 
Hospital, attendants worked more than 
two hours with kerosene and ether to 
clean him. In New Rochelle, N. Y., 
vandals wedged the garden hose of 
George Fraser in his picket fence be- 
hind his house and directed the stream 
of water through a second-floor bed- 
room window. When Mr. Fraser, sales 
executive of Crucible Steel, returned 
home an estimated two hours _ later 
about $1,000 worth of damage had been 
done and much priceless water wasted. 
Joseph C. Lorden, 31-year _ un- 
employed Jersey City, N. J., laborer, 
confessed to starting the fire in which 
five persons died May 4, 1949, after 26 
hours of grilling by police and fire offi- 
cials. He admitted to six incendiary 
fires in all. . In Rogers Park, suburb 
of Chicago, IIl., five teen-agers—four 
boys and a girl—who conducted a gang 
racket, were charged with setting three 
apartment fires, one of which necessi- 
tated a 2-11 alarm... . In Bronxville, 
N. Y., the Pondfield Restaurant was 
burned out Feb. 27 last. The restaurant 
was reopened early this spring and cele- 
brated the occasion with another fire, 
this in an overheated refrigerator motor 
which, fortunately, was caught in its in- 
fancy. Barry George, 19, was 
sprayed with flaming oil from an ex- 
ploding stove. In running for the front 
door to escape, he mistakenly entered a 
closet in the hallway and perished in 
the flames. The farm home, near Mere- 
dith, N. H., was virtually destroyed. ... 
Fire Captain W. I. Oglesby of the Little 
Rock, Ark., Fire Department has the 
dubious distinction of being iniured 
twice while fighting the same fire. First, 
he stepped on a nail. He went to the 
hospital for an anti-tetanus shot. Back 
at the fire, he was struck and trapped 
by falling debris. Other firemen rescued 
him and returned him to the hospital. 
In Troy, N. Y., a former employe 
of the city fire alarm system was con- 
victed of sending a false fire alarm 
(R. G. Lee). Burlington, Vt., fire- 
men seriously consider placing signs on 


575 


all city fire boxes reading: “This is not 
a mail box” after a Montreal woman at- 
tempted to mail a letter in a fire box 
near the central office. . Charles Sar- 
gent, 34, described as a “nomad”, ad- 
mitted in Trenton, N. J., to setting 42 
hres in the Lakehurst-Lakewood area 
between June 7 and 23 last. This 
one from Olean, N. Y., via contrib’ J. 
Kearns, says that the city thinks of sub- 
stituting orange paint for the traditional 
red on the city’s 560 fire hydrant be- 
cause “studies have proven that the 
orange can be seen more readily by the 
firemen in the evening or after dark.” 

The newsclip’ is headed “Probably OK 
With Fido!” Houses don’t burn 
very often in Caratunk, Me., but when 
they do, David Pooler has the hard 
luck. He estimates the fire that de- 
stroyed most of his River Road dwelling 
cost $1,500. The town’s last previous 
house fire was fifteen years ago—at Mr. 
Pooler’s home! ... Out in Beverly Hills, 
Cal., New York banker Edward Crum- 
my admits he likes to pull fire boxes. 
The wealthy 5l-year-old financier, re- 
cently released after serving four 
months on drunk charges which in- 
volved turning in false alarms, was 
picked up by police the next day, on the 
same charge, as well of turning in a 
false alarm. ... In Martins Ferry, Ohio, 
all four fire companies responded to an 


alarm for a fire in an automobile. Be- 
fore they arrived, police said, occu- 
pants of another car stopped near the 
burning machine, uncapped a_ few 
bottles of beer, and used it to put out 
the blaze. Police said further, some of 


the firemen, finding the call was a “dry 
run”, complained about the waste of the 
“good beverage” (Thanks J. Jebens). 

Somebody tried to set fire to John 
L. Lewis home in June, but without 
much success. An_ unidentified man 
phoned police and said he had set fire 
to the house of the U.M.W. chief. Police 
found that newspapers stuffed under a 
rug had been ignited, but the rug had 
put the fire out (Thanks Raymond Lee). 

Mamie Beal, who’s been teaching 
School in Lisbon Center, Me., for 27 
years, spoke her mind and it’s claimed, 
because she did, Supt. Elmer O. Small 
fired her. Mamie, 60, and unmarried, 
was ousted for revealing alleged ‘ ‘fre- 
trap” conditions in the little one-room 
school at Lisbon Center (Thanks Irving 
Johnson). Mrs. Beulah Beck of So. 
Newport, Ky., filed suit against a Day- 
ton, Ky., woman because she made false 
telephone calls “which caused her un- 
told embarrassment”. She said in re- 
cent weeks, truckloads of manure and 
fleets of cabs appeared at her home, fire 
trucks have answered false alarms and 
five ambulances showed up one morn- 


ing to “remove Mrs. Beck to the hos- 
pital.” She’s tired of a parade of fire- 
men, policemen, taxi drivers and others 


dropping in to offer unneeded services, 


she said in her suit (Thanks Walter 
Bachnecki). Robert Sterrit of Car- 
rot River, Sask., says his next pair of 


spectacles will be rimless. He was pain- 
fully burned when the rims of his 
glasses caught fire while he was light- 
ing a cigarette (Thanks W. B. R.). 

\ freak accident in which a bottle in an 
ash can in Malden, Mass., exploded 
and sent the base of the glass crashing 
through the windshield of a car, nearly 
injured Caleb Thompson of Everett as 
he was driving down Bryant St. Police 
ordered the barrel removed and the fire 
department began an investigation. 
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MILOCYCLES OFF RESONANCE 


“CANYON-CURVE” SELECTIVITY 


GET THE COMPLETE FACTS: 
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The new RCA FLEETFONE is a mobile communication equip- 
ment designed to meet the special requirements of the 30-50 
mc band. The FLEETFONE provides not only for the longer 
distances common on 30-50 mc and the higher power usually 
required, but also introduces a new high degree of compact- 
ness and installation convenience. 


Compact “Sandwich” Construction. Within this ultra-compact 


housing is contained the complete transmitter, receiver, 
and power supply. The single-package “Sandwich” con- 
struction takes the difficulty out of installation. Simply bolt 
the base to the desired surface in the desired position. 
Insert the chassis. Fasten the cover. Connect the cables. It’s 
as simple as that. 


Mounting Versatility. The FLEETFONE is designed for mounting 


in practically any location or position. It may be mounted 
on its bottom, side, or attached to a vertical surface. This is 
especially important to operators of large fleets of vehicles 
of various types. The FLEETFONE is just as much at home in 
an automobile, a light pick-up, or a ten-ton trailer-truck. 


30 or 60 Watts Output. In order to meet the coverage require- 


ments of your particular area, the FLEETFONE gives you a 
choice of either 30 or 60 watts of transmitter output. In 
both cases, it’s the same size, single-package unit. 


6-or12-VoltOperation, The6-volt 
FLEETFONE is standard equipment for 


general, mobile application. In addi- ' 


tion, many mobile vehicles, such as 
trucks, fire engines, etc. use a 12-volt 
battery. In these vehicles the 12-volt 
FLEETFONE (30 watts) eliminates the 
need for power-wasting, voltage 
dropping resistors, or the necessity 
to impose too heavy a drain on half 
of the battery. 





DEPARTMENT 104-H 
RCA ENGINEERING PRODUCTS 
CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY 


Gentlemen: Send me the free brochure telling all about 


the All-New RCA FLEETFONE. 


Name 





Address 





City 





State— 








Extra Features, “Canyon-Curve” 
Selectivity protects you against inter- 
ference from stations on neighboring 
channels. The exclusive “Transducer 
Modulator Control’’ maintains a 
constant modulation level whether 
you whisper or shout into the micro- 
phone. High receiver sensitivity 
assures reliable reception at extreme 
distances and in the roughest terrain. 





Inside view of the 30-watt FLEETFONE showing transmitter 
portion (foreground) dynamotor and receiver (background). 


We shall appreciate your mentioning Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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Specifications of 
model of 
ton 


this new “Super” 
Jean fire fighter follow: Eight 
International chassis, 600 gallon 
water tank, 850 pounds pressure at the 
pump, 60 gallons per minute from the 
pump discharging 30 gallons per minute 
through each of two 250-foot hose lines 
with, the Bean | Super fire gun. 


New Tinning Process for Extinguishers 


\merican-LaFrance-+Foamite Corpora- 
tion, Elmira, New York, has announced 
a new tinning process which doubles the 
life expectancy of the Alfco Fire-Gun 
(Vaporizing Liquid, Pump Type) Fire 
Extinguisher by protecting against in 
ternal corrosion. It has been inspected 
and approved by both Underwriters’ 
and Factory Mutual Laboratories. 

[wo forms of corrosion have been 
known to attack extinguishers of this 
type. Chemical acids may be formed if 
moisture enters the unit, and the pres- 
of dissimilar metals lends itself to 
action will not take place 


ence 
an electrolytic 


Mack Building Aerials 


Word comes from reliable source 
that the Mack Co., is now ready to build 
complete aerial trucks and has actually 


started bidding on such jobs. 


For the present, it is understood they 
will concentrate on the 65 ft. and 75 ft. 
junior type of aerial. 


Formal announcement of this new 
equipment is expected to be made 
shortly 

Boardman Tanker 

The Boardman Company, of Okla- 

homa City, Oklahoma, recently deliv- 


ered to the fire department of that city 
a fire fighting tank truck. The unit has 
a water capacity of 700 gallons, and 
carries two 1'%-inch lines of con- 
nected to the outlets in the com- 
partments 

Pressure is supplied by a pump oper- 
ated from a power take-off. This ar 
rangement permits operation of the 
pump while the truck is in motion, and 
therefore makes a very effective unit for 
fighting and brush fires. Obvi- 


hose 


ho#e 


grass 


ously, it is practical for use in suburban 
areas where water is not readily avail- 
able from other sources 





New Bean Fog Fire Fighter Is Accepted by the Purchaser, Cy. Hyde. Left to Right Are 


Chief Roy Stone, Webster, N. 


Cy. Hyde, Owner Hy-Mar Lodge, Webster, N. H., 


H.; 


Bruce Anderson, President, Hotel Olds, Lansing, Mich.; 


and Roy G. Pulver, Sales Manager, Bean 


Fire Truck Division, Lansing, Mich. 
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H. W. Dodge Joins Mack Trucks, inc, 


Henry W. Dodge has joined Mack 
Trucks, Inc. as executive vice presicdént 
with special responsibility for sales and 
advertising, it has been announced by 
E. D. Bransome, president and chairman 
of the board. 





Henry W. Dodge 


Mr. Dodge, chairman of the board and 
director of Air Products, Inc., at the 
time of acceptance of his new position, 


was on loan to ECA as chief of petro- 
leum on the staff of Ambassador W. 
Averell Harriman in Paris. He resigned 
both positions as of June 30th. 

A veteran sales executive, Mr. Dodge 
was associated for many years with the 
Texas Company, in which organization 
he filled the posts of vice president and 
general sales manager. During the re- 
cent war he served for two years with 
the War Production Board and for over 
one year with the Petroleum Admin- 
istration for War as director of the 
enteen Eastern Seaboard states 
comprised PAW’s District No. 1. 

Mr. Dodge will make his headquarters 


sev- 
which 


in Mack’s home office in the Empire 
State Building, New York City. 
Smith Joins Mack 
R. N. “Ted” Smith has resigned as 


Vice-President and General Manager of 


Ahrens-Fox Fire Engine Company, to 
become associated with the Cincinnati 
branch of the Mack Company. 

The change took effect July 1. 


How Cincinnati Fire Radio 
Functions 


On February 8, 1949, the Cincinnati, 
Ohio, Fire Department placed its Radio 
Station WJRJ in service, operating on 
154.31 me for the station and 154.07 mc 
for the mobile units. The Station is op 
erated by the Fire Alarm Operators and 
is entirely independent of Police. The 
Radio Operator in the Police Radio Sta- 
tion monitors the fire radio as well as 
the Police and attends to all adjust- 
ments of technical nature for both Sta- 
tions. The radio system augments the 
fire department's regular teletype and 
alarm system and is used to contact the 
fire department mobile units when on 
the street. 

There are at present 23 fire depart- 
ment units equipped with 2-way and 8 
with receivers onlv. All the chief offi- 
cers’ cars have 2-way. The terrain of 
the city is quite hilly but through many 
tests it has been found that dead spots 
and other interference that were ex- 


(Continued on page 600) 
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Cause for Celebration 


[he veteran road driver was having a 
string of tough luck. In five successive 
attempts to get on regular runs with 
established motor carriers, he had been 
notified on the 15th and last day of his 
probationary employment period, that 
he had failed to make the grade fo~ 
safety reasons or otherwise. 

[It was nearing midnight on his 15th 
day with the sixth carrier who had 
given him trial employment. When the 
clock struck twelve and there was no 
notice of dismissal he would be in 
permanently. Nervously he paced the 
floor of his apartment while his wife 
sat anxiously by. At 11:50 P.M. they 
were preparing to celebrate when the 
blow _ fell. A Western Union boy 
handed them a telegram. 

The heartbroken driven opened the 
wire with trembling hands, but suddenly 
he gave a wild cry of relief. “Darling!” 


he shouted to his wife, “your mother 
dropped dead.” 
“IT just came to see how mah fren 


Joe Brown was gettin’ along.” 

“Why, he is getting along just fine; 
he’s convalescing now.” 

“Well, that’s all right, lady, I'll jes 
set down here and wait ’till he’s 
through.” 


“Goodness, George! This is not our 
baby! This is the wrong carriage.” 
“Shut up! This is a better carriage.” 
Baby: “I want my bottle.” 
Mother: “You sound like your father.” 


Old maids are born, not made. 


\ vagrant when taken to the police 
station was told to strip for a bath. 

“What, go in the water?” he asked. 

“ree, you need it. How long has it 
been since you had a bath?” 

“Well, I never been arrested before.” 


Rate Clerk 
I quarrel she 
sill Clerk: 
Rate Clerk: 
up my past.” 


“Whenever my wife and 
becomes historical.” 
“You mean hysterical.” 
“No historical. She digs 


Little Indian coming quickly 

Indian girl with ‘nother beau 

Out comes feathered arrow prickly 
Slickly fits it to his bow. 


Moving lightly as a sparrow 
How he do this I don’t know 
With the bow he shoots the arrow 


With the arrow shoots the beau. 


Capital Punishment 


The penalty for 


bigamy is 
mothers-in-law 


two 


Weaving Willie, our truck driver, says 
hb 2 . : Co Ricem 
that he was teaching his new girl friend 


how to swim last night at the beach, 
but a life guard came along and made 
them get into the water. 





A businessman had to make an ex- 
tended trip to attend a convention. He 
was reluctant to leave his current cutie 
behind, having little confidence in her 


loyalty. He said he’d telephone her 
when he could. 
She replied, “When you telephone, 


if a man’s voice answers—it’s me with 
laryngitis again.” 


First Delegate: “Very few women 
have any knowledge of parliamentary 
law.” 

Second Delegate: “You don’t know 
my wife. She’s been speaker of the 


’ 


house for 15 years.’ 


The home owner, wearing his oldest 
clothes, was busy mowing his front 
lawn, when a woman in a fine car 
stopped and asked him, “What do get 
for mowing lawns?” 

“Well,” he said thoughtfully, “the 
lady in this house lets me live with her.” 

The woman in the car quickly drove 
away. 

a 

“Pardon me,” said the kindly old man 
clerk to the blind beggar, “are you the 
father of these children? All five of them 
look like you.” 

“Yes, they’re all mine,” 
gar. 


said the beg- 





“Well, my friend, do you think it’s 
sensible for a man in your position to 
bring all these children into the world?” 

The blind man shrugged and said: 
“Can I help it if I can’t see what I’m 
doing?” 


Love Seat 


“T hear,” said the college student to 
the girl, “that you had a propensity for 
petting.” 

“It’s a lie,” cried the girl. “All I 
have is an old-fashioned davenport.” 


A small jack can lift a car, but it 
takes a lot of jack to keep it up. 


Birds 

A court official, after explaining the 
history of the American flag to a group 
of aliens seeking citizenship papers, 
asked one of them: 

“Tell me—what flies over city hall?” 

The alien blinked a minute. 

“Peejins!” 

An American soldier entered an En- 
glish railway carriage and sat down op- 
site the only other occupant—an old 
farmer with flowing side whiskers. 
Steadily chewing gum the American 
gazed, fascinated at his fellow traveller. 
After a minute or two the farmer 
leaned over and said: “Young man, it 
b’aint a bit o’ use you chattering. I be 
as deaf as a poker.” 






































“Just Turn Off the- Clock, Henry, You're Not at the Firehouse Now!" 
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Japan-Made Toys Are Flammable 


Recent heavy importations into the 
United States of plastic toys made in 
Japan from flammable cellulose nitrate 
sheeting is causing American toy manu- 
facturers and producers of plastics ma- 
terials deep concern 

The imported toys were branded re- 
cently by American toy makers as “in- 
ferior, flimsy and flammable 

[The lapanese imports include float- 
ing, rattle, pull, roly-poly, and mechan- 
ical toys, dolls, and toy dishes, all made 
of flammable cellulose nitrate. Most of 
them are blown from lightweight cel 
lulose nitrate sheeting Some are 
molded 

Canada has placed restrictions on im 
ports ofl cellulose 
Japan, it is reported 


nitrate tovs trom 


Imports into the United States of cel- 
lulose nitrate toys, other than mechan- 
ical jumped from $27,442 in 1947 to 
$300,000 in 1948, according to figures 
collected by the domestic industry. 

A number of American manufacturers 
voluntarily agreed sometime ago not to 
use cellulose nitrate in toys because of 
the flammability of the material. They 
further agreed not to make thin gauge 
buttons of the material 

Most American plastic toys are now 
made from polystyrene and cellulose 
acetate. Polystyrene burns slowly and 
cellulose acetate burns about like wood 
Polystyrene is sold under the trade 
names “Styron” and “Lustrex” by the 
Dow Chemical Co. and Monsanto 
Chemical Co., Bakelite Corp. and Kop- 


pers Co., Inc., also make polystyrene 


Cellulose acetate is made by a number 





THE TANKER 


A TRIPLE COMBINATION PUMPER 


Equipped with either a 500 or 200 GPM Hale Standard Cross 


Member Pump. 


Suction intakes and 2!/," and I!/," discharge 


valves on both sides of pump. Two booster reels. 


Powered by any 19,000+ Gross Vehicle Weight Chassis with a 


175” wheel base. 


Our Tanker Models have been in service for the past 10 years in 


numerous Fire Departments. 


We purposely have limited water 


carrying capacity to 1,000 gallons, resulting not only in a saving 
in the cost of the chassis but lessening the possibility of bogging 
down on rural roads where this type apparatus generally is used. 


Write for Detailed Specifications, 
Photographs and Prices 


Some territory open for agents. 


Builders of Fire Department Pumpers and Air Port Crash Trucks. 








APPROVED FIRE 
EQUIPMENT CO. 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE - 


NEW YORK 
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of producers including Celanese Corp. of 
America and Tennessee Eastman Corp, 
Celanese Corp. recently discontinued 
production of cellulose nitrate in favor 
of the safer cellulose acetate. 

Principal markets for American-made 
cellulose nitrate have been _ optical 
frames, hamper tops, shoe lace tips, and 
wood heel coverings, but cellulose ace- 
tate is replacing the more flammable 
material to some degree even in these 
uses 


July 4th Fires 


(Continued from page 562) 


an undetermined cause, the blaze fed on 
the ties and stringers dried out by the 
long heat spell. Fire apparatus could 
not approach the trestle, so firemen had 
to drag their hose lines considerable 
distances over the ties and through 
fields, and used portable extinguishing 
equipment. Railroad trainmen and vol- 
unteers aided fire fighters, some of 
whom took to rowboats while others 
waded in the shallower water to direct 
streams on the underside of the trestle. 
The fire was controlled after two anda 
half hours of strenuous effort on the 
part of the fire force. The railroad com- 
pany provided buses to re-route pas- 
sengers. 


Volunteers Called From Field Day to 
Fight Fire 


\ mid-afternoon fire on the Fourth 
destroyed a former producers coop’ 
dairy plant in Lowville, N. Y., and 
spread to a large barn before being con- 
trolled by Lowville volunteer firemen, 
aided by help from Lyons Falls, Deferiet 
and Carthage, N. Y. 

The fire alarm at 3:55 P.M. found 
many Lowville firemen at Field day ex- 
ercises in Lyons Falls and Deferiet. As 
soon as word of the fire was received, 
the exercises broke up in a hurry, and 
firemen of all three communities hur- 
ried to Lowville where they were aided 
by some Carthage, N. Y., fire fighters. 
The milk plant and storage barn were 
destroyed with loss of $12,000. The 
alarm was received by Assistant Chief 
Lloyd Wilcox of Lowville, and relayed 
to Deferiet and Lyons Falls. Fire Chief 
Frank Van Namee, who was out of 
town, returned to direct operations. 


Firemen Halt Another Field Day to 
Fight Fire 

Firemen of seven volunteer fire com- 
panies halted their July Fourth field 
day activities at Lee Center, N. Y., for 
more than an hour to fight a fire which 
destroyed a large barn on the Loren 
Carpenter farm four miles west of that 
community. The volunteers, fresh from 
a parade of the Lee Center Volunteer 
Fire Department, saved the garage, 
milk house and home on the Carpenter 
farm, but the barn and contents of hay 
and machinery were destroyed with 
heavy loss. ; : 

Firemen responding were those of 
the Camden, Taberg, Lee Center, West- 
ern, McConnellsville, Lake Delta Fire 
"5 earns and the Porter Company 
ot Lee 


Providence Firemen Injured in 
Three-Alarm Fire 
While the entire Providence, R. I., 
Fire and Police Departments were work- 
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says CHIEF C.H. NOTT 


of Hanover, New Hampshire 


“Flames were fromevery of the top of a 3-story We had 3 lines Quickly we 
shooting window floor rooming house. only of 214” hose. wyed off 
two into In this we had to hit from all Asa we were isolate and put 
1144” lines. way enough hose hard sides. result able to __‘ the fire it out 

on the Through and reliable the rest of was kept and many 
3rd floor. fast thinking hose the building witect ... lives were saved.”’ 


(Square Span Reading of Texas A&M College ... Reported in July Reader’s Digest) 


\ Let’s swap Fire Fighting Stories like this one!... ] 
} What’s your favorite? Send it along to us today! \ 


FOR GREATER PROTECTION TO LIFE AND PROPERTY 





Hundreds of fire chiefs and thousands of firemen know the dependability 
of Eureka Fire Hose—dependability that results from these features: 


* The Unique Smooth-Interior Filler Ply for maximum nozzle pressure. 


* Balanced Weave and Controlled Curing, which eliminate excessive writhing 
and warping. 


* Formula “X” for positive protection against mildew. 


* Bomb-Tested Linings to insure long, dependable life. 


EUREKA FIRE HOSE 


Since 1875, Specialists in Manufacturing Circular-Woven Cotton Rubber-Lined Fire Hose 
195 Hudson Street ° ° ° New York 13, N. Y. 
Division of United States Rubber Company 
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ing emergency July Fourth schedules to 
prevent vandalism and street fires, a 
three-alarm blaze leveled one house and 
damaged two others on the city’s East 
Side at 10:15 P.M 

Starting in an unoccupied dwelling at 
Gano and East George Sts., the fre, 
aided by a gusty breeze, quickly in- 
volved the structure, then jumped both 
Gano and East George streets, melting 
power and telephone lines to ignite 
roofs of two dwellings 

Other houses had paint blistered and 
tenants were forced to flee as firemen 
fought to prevent further extension of 
the hot fire According to Battalion 
Chief Francis J. O’Brien, the blaze 
broke out when all the fire equipment 
on the East Side was already on calls 
for bonfires and there was some slight 
delay before a full assignment could be 
brought to the Gano Street fire 
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FOR Effective a ~ 
FIRE FIGHTING 


THE DUAL FIRE FIGHTER 


The Gorman-Rupp Dual Fire 
Fighter Pump is designed especially 
for fire fighting requirements. It 
gets water to the fire under difficult 
conditions -- maintains constant high 
pressure -- works indefinitely without 
a stoppage. The quickest priming, 
fastest pumping, “never-say-die” 
pump made. It’s always on the job. 
Used for FIGHTING FIRES DIRECT 
it throws 100 GPM at 70 Ibs. or 80 
GPM at 80 lbs. pressure. 

Extremely valuable as a relay or 
booster pump delivering as much as 
175 GPM over a 30 to 50 foot hill 
through a 300 foot 2 inch hose. 


Up to 1:30 A.M. July 5, Providence 
firemen responded to 62 alarms from 
bonfires, all reported on still alarms. 
Another 20 bonfires were put out after 
special signals were sounded. Bonfires 
and street fires were heaviest in South 
Providence and Fox Point, but firemen 
in all parts of the city received no rest 
during the holiday period. 


Homestead Chief Saves Three 


Eleven firemen were injured and a 
family of five, trapped in their apart- 
ment by fire, was rescued July 4th, as 
fire destroyed the Fischer Building in 
Homestead, Penn. Four other families 
fled the blaze at Thirteenth Ave. and 
West St. 

\ man, his wife and their three young 
children were rescued by Homestead 


firemen, Fire Chief Herman Samuels 






Easily carried to a source of water 
inaccessible to the big pumper. It 
weighs only 155 pounds. 

Use it for dewatering purposes and 
save possible costly damage to the 
expensive truck pumper. 

Positive acting exhaust priming in 
15 to 30 seconds -- no time- -consuming 
adjustments between priming and 
pumping. Little or no maintenance. 
Surprisingly,Jow cost. 


Write for Bulletin FD-3 . . . Some territories still open 





305 BOWMAN STREET . 


to recognized fire fighting equipment distributors. 


GORMAN-RUPP COMPANY 


MANSFIELD, OHIO 
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carrying the three youngsters down a 
fire ladder. James Price, a Munhall, Pa. 
fireman, suffered a fractured rib in the 
collapse of a floor. The other ten fire- 
men were released from the hospital 
after treatment for abrasions, lacera- 
tions and smoke. 

The fire was discover at 8:50 A. M. 
Firemen from four companies in Home- 
stead, West Homestead and Munhall 
fought the flames for four hours before 
bringing them under control. The fire 
was fed by tar that melted and dripped 
from brick veneering, Chief Samuels 
said. He estimated the loss at $35,000. 





World Wide Fire News 
By Roi B. Woolley 








Thirteen Women Die in Glasgow Store Fire 


When fire swept a Glasgow, Scotland, 
department store, thirteen women were 
killed and twenty-two injured. It was 
the worst fire in the city in thirty years. 

All of those killed were reported em- 
ployees of the store—Grafton’s Ltd. 
The four-story building which adjoins 
a motion picture theatre, was heavily in- 
volved with flames a few minutes after 
the fire broke out from an unknown 
cause. 

Scores of women were trapped on 
the upper floors. Two leaped to their 
death from the top floor. Bodies of 
several were found huddled in a group 
on the upper floors; they apparently 
suffocated. 

Witnesses agreed on the speed of 
the fire, which at first leaped from sec 
ond floor windows only to engulf the 
entire structure within fifteen minutes. 
Panicked sales girls rushed to the roof 
seeking escape; at one time there were 
thirty trapped there. Firemen, how- 
ever, managed working from the tops 
of ladders, to rescue most of them. 

* oa x 


Tons of Incendiary Bombs Explode and Burn 


Near Buxton, Eng., blasts and blazes 
visible for more than twenty miles on a 
spring night, ripped through a 168-ton 
storage of four-pound incendiary bombs, 
at an RAF station. 

The RAF officers decided to let the 
munitions storage burn itself out after 
firemen told them there was no danger 
of it spreading to other ammunition 
dumps 

Derbyshire police reported there were 
no injuries. The Air Ministry in Lon 
don said the cause of the fire was un 
known. They were equally reticent 
about the losses. (Thanks J. Jebens) 

* * * 


OCD Surplus Gas Masks Being Destroyed 


From Chicago comes the report that 
thousands of war time civilian defense 
gas masks, on which the government 
realized only a fraction of their value 
when they were sold as surplus war 
material, were burned in a storage lot 
on State Street. 

The destruction was ordered by H. 
Berg, vice president of a truck and nat 
company, who directed the company to 
get rid of two million of the masks the 
company bought from the war assets 
administration. 

Berg said the concern bought the 
masks at about five cents each. They 
cost the government $3.25 each. Even 
before the OCD folded up, warnings 
were issued from Washington that these 
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Advantages demonstrated in 
over 3 years of road service! 


e Alternator systems can provide 
50 amperes (or more) with engine 
idling and full output at all driv- 
ing speeds to keep batteries fully 
charged while supporting the 
unlimited use of accessories. 


@ Weigh 60% less than D-C 
equipment of comparable rating. 


@ Require less space and less 
support. 


@ Require less maintenance and 
operate with less danger of burn- 
out because Alternator has no 
commutator with commutating 
brushes or no rotating armature 
windings to cause sparking. 


@ Eliminate radio’ fade out’ and 
range reduction caused by weak 
batteries—hold radio noise level 
to an absolute minimum and 
prolong life of radio equipment. 








CRANKING MOTORS >= 











HERE’S 
MORE POWER 
TO You! 


r-Output A-C Generating Systems 


KEEP BATTERIES UP 
FOR ANY EMERGENCY 


—-SUPPORT MORE ACCESSORIES! 


A. YOU forced to curtail the use of electrical accessories, 
particularly with engine at slow or idling speed, in 
deference to a generating system which can’t keep batteries 
up under such circumstances? The correct Leece-Neville A-C 
Generating System will provide more than enough current 
to keep your batteries fully charged at all times! And we 
can prove this by the actual experiences of numerous fire 
departments since these amazing, higher-output A-C 
systems were introduced over three years ago. For all the 
facts, see your nearest Leece-Neville Service Station or 
write The Leece-Neville Company, Cleveland 14, Ohio. 


THIS ALTERNATOR is the heart of the popular Leece-Neville A-C 
Generating System rated at 14 volts— 100 amperes. Other 14-volt 
systems rated at 60, 80 and 150 amperes. For 6-volt circuits, there is 

a 45-ampere system (convertible to 60) and an 80-ampere system. 





Pioneer and STILL Quality Leader 


GENERATORS + VOLTAGE REGULATORS = SWITCHES 
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Tue compactness of this 
3XC booster pump makes 
it easy to carry on your 
truck any place 

Delivers 300 GPM to 
booster tanks. Ideal for 
pumping out basements — 
handling dirty water 
without damage, thus 
saving wear on your ex 
pensive equipment. When 
connected to booster tank 
can be used to fight grass 


fires with truck in motion 
. . 7 


We are also the manu- 
facturers of the Barton 
American Front and Mid 
ship Mounted Fire Pumps 





tn Canada 


Cc. E. HICKEY & SONS. Ltd., Hamilton, Onr 
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LEADER LINE 
2 and 3 WAY 


SIAMESE 





Plate 103 


Most compact and lightest leader line siamese with 
quick action, quarter turn valves. Quality dependable 
valves automatically compensating for wear and 
weather conditions. Available with one, two or three 
outlets. 


Plate 100 
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wartime masks should not be used in 
gas or gas fumes or where there was 
an oxygen deficiency. Following \ J 
Day, repeated warnings were spread |)y 
many authorities of the fire service, and 
by this Journal, after it was found that 
some fire department units were buying 
and using them. 
* * « 


When—and If the "A" Bomb Strikes 


[The armed forces are handing out 
to their fighting men a pamphlet de- 
signed to answer the puzzling question, 
“What would you do if an atomic 
bomb burst near enough to knock you 
down?” 

“Would you jump up and run away? 
Where would you run? Would you lie 
still for five minutes, then go to the 
aid of others near you? Would you 
commit suicide, thinking you were 
doomed anyhow to die a_ horrible 
death?” 

Don’t do any of these things, the 
pamphlet advises. 

If warned in advance of an air attack, 
it says, seek an air raid shelter, deep 
basement or subway, as some measure 
of protection against both the blast and 
the bomb’s deadly rays. If that’s im- 
possible, in a ditch or ravine, protecting 
the eyes from the brilliant flash. 

Should the attack be a contamination 
burst, cover up with a raincoat, or even 
a piece of paper, to keep poisonous dirt 
or water from falling on you. It it is 
raining, don’t go out in the rain—it may 
be contaminated. Dont’ pick up souve- 
nirs; they also may be contaminated 
And finally, “take a thorough shower, 
scrubbing completely three or four 
times.” 

The printed warning doesn’t say 
where to find a shower working after 
an atomic bomb attack, nor has it any 
special helpful advice for fire fighters. 

* * ok 


Mumps ‘'s the Word, Brothers! 


In May, Nashville, Tenn., was host 
to a convention of firemen. Among 
those in attendance was Chief Kenner, 
of the head of the Kingsport Tenn., Fire 
Department and his little daugther, 
Betty Carol Kenner, eight. 

Also, in Nashville was President 
Eurico Gaspar Dutra, of Brazil, in this 
nation on a diplomatic visit. 

President Dutra saw little Betty hold- 
ing a “bride doll” and he talked and 
shook hands with the youngster and her 
mother. 

Next day, back in Kingsport, Betty 
turned up with a full scale attack of 
the mumps. Whereupon her fire chief 
father and her mother did a bit of won- 
dering if the tot had presented the 
President of Brazil with a case of the 
malady. It usually takes from two to 
three weeks for mumps to show up 
after a person has been exposed, they 
say. What we're wondering is—has any- 
body paged President Dutra? (Thanks 
to the many who sent in this item). 

” * * 


Hot Off the News Ticker 


Mrs. Olive Rochler of Feltham, Eng., 
frightened when frying fat caught fire in 
her fish and chip shop, fled down the 
street and was run down by an auto 
mobile. Mrs. A. Busby saw the acc! 
dent, fainted, and was taken home by 
ambulance. A 3-year-old boy, watching 
the excitement, fell off his tricycle and 
had to be treated for an injured foot 
Firemen doused the “fish’n chips.’ 

Not many people ever heard about the 
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osion of the U. S. transport Ser- 
s, which blew up while loaded 

ammunition off Guadalcanal on 
29, 1945, but an undetermined num- 
of men were killed. The extent of 
disaster has become known when, 
une 15 last, the bodies of 248 of the 
tims were brought to Arlington, Va., 
the largest group burial in any na 


tional cemetery in years . Last De 
cember St. John’s Angelican Women’s 
Guild hall, at Hilliers, N. B., was set 
af but prompt work by firemen saved 
the edifice. In June, 1949, the Guild 
H again had a fire which this time 
razed it. Provincial police claim “defi- 
incendiarism.” The arsonists placed 
gasoline and paper fuses at the rear of MODEL 20-U 
the building. . Six American airmen 20 POUNDS 
and a Japanese died when their 63-foot 
scue boat caught fire off the eastern B-1, Gl 
coast of Japan More than 1,000 


gals. of American Marshall-Aid oil were 
destroyed by fire at Randers near Co 
penhagen, Denmark, believed caused by 
sabotage. Japan’s largest chemical 
fertilizer plant between Tokyo and 
Yokohama, exploded June 24, 1949, kill- 
1 16 persons and injuring 52 others, 





HAND PORTABLE 


12 of them seriously. Two blasts one 

close on the heels of the other blew MODEL 20-D 

the roof off the big Showa Denko Fer- 20 POUNDS D a Y C H E M | C A L 
tilizer plant. . . Beatrice Lillie, the 8-1, C-1 

comedian suffered a broken tooth and ; 


— 


shock, early in June, when she was 
awakened about 6:45 A.M. to find her 
suite at the Ambassador East Hotel, 
Chicago, in flames. After phoning the 
alarm, she bumped a door in the smoke, 
busting a bicuspid. Officials estimated 
the hotel damage at $5,000. Cause of 
the blaze—undetermined. . . . Two 
\merican airmen were killed, three in- 
jured and fourteen planes destroyed or 
damaged in training flight crashes over 3 
Misawa Air Base in northern Honshu, 90% of all fires instantly and safely! 
Japan. Two F-51s plunged into a for- 
mation of four F-51s; one fighter plane 





FIRE EXTINGUISHERS 


Designed and developed for every 
industrial use . . . for in-plant pro- 


tection ... for trucks... busses... 
all motorized equipment. Smothers 





Safety First presents the greatest, the most effective, the most com- 


fell onto the airfield setting fire to plete line of hand portable dry chemical fire extinguishers available 
eleven parked planes; another dived 

into the ground near the first; a third today! 

made a forced landing. .. . Eight Puerto 


Ricans died as a result of a tunnel ex- 
plosion in the town of Adjuntas. The 
blast, in a partly completed water tun- 


nel, was caused by lightning, which The most com lete line on the market toda | 
struck a small railroad inside the tunnel p y: 
and touched off a cache of dynamite 

In Halifax, thirty-six fear-crazed 
horses, some with their coats ablaze, 
were led from a flaming stable, July 2 
last. Many of the horses bolted after 
they escaped and galloped through the 
streets. The fire in the Halifax Riding 

















& Driving Club, was controlled by fire- MODEL 25-D 

men Dennis Clifford went into a 25 POUNDS 

phone booth in Maidenhead, Eng., to B-1,C-1 

call an ambulance to the scene of an| 

iuto crash. Another car came along, y 

dodged the two which had figured in 

the collision, and smashed into the 

Phone booth. Clifford was taken to the y 

hospital in the ambulance he had called, 

ilong with the victim of the original 

accident ; \ Manhattan, N. Y., fire 

boat came to the rescue when the Hud 

son River Day Line excursion boat 

Bens: rt Fulton” with 1,200 holiday 

travelers aboare ent o of control i 

midstream, . ; . ye td or. S. Medel —- —_ a 25 Po nds 
Marines from the N. Y. Naval Ship- ace 32 68 B-1 c.1 
ird broke ranks at the memorial serv ihe 7 : 





s of the Marine Corps Fathers Assn. 
. New York in Riverside Park, and 
beat out a brush fire within 100 yards of 
the speaker’s platform. . . In Lille, 
France, Joseph Mirland found a piece | 
of what he took to be putty stuck to | 
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_ BRAXMAR 
BADGES 


Standard since 1879 





THE BEST BADGE 
MONEY CAN BUY 


STANDARD WITH 
FIREMEN EVERYWHERE. 
SUPPLIED IN NICKEL, 
CHROME, GOLD PLATE 
AND ROLLED GOLD. 


If you have not yet received our latest cir- 
cular, we'll be glad to mail one on request. 


BRAXMAR 
BADGES 


JOHN O. VEIT 


President 


Cc. G. BRAXMAR CO., Inc. 


216 E. 45th Street, New York 17, N. Y. 


| 


the sole of his shoe. He thrust the 
shoe over a hot stove in an attempt to 
melt the substance. The shoe blew up. 
The blast shattered windows and in- 
jured Mr. Mirland. The “putty” was 
plastic dynamite. .. . Two square blocks 
in the north Chilean mining village in 
Inca Oro, including principal public 
buildings, the main shopping center and 
20 private houses, were destroyed by 
fire late in June. Townsfolk fought the 
flames 15 hours before extinguishing 
the fire. \ $10,000 fire filled the 
six-story Metropolitan Opera House in 
New York, with smoke late the after- 
noon of June 22 last. Manhattan firemen 
worked fast to control the threatening 
blaze, which damaged the dress circle, 
which is the third tier, and the balcony, 
or fourth tier. The last serious “Met” 


fire was Aug. 27, 1892, when the whole 
interior was burned out (Thanks Ray 
LEE) 








T ne following list includes fires of 


the United 
month of 


and over in 
Canada for the 


$10,000 loss 
States and 
July, 1949 
Month Ending July 31, 1949 
Cure Labelle, Que.--Hotel Chez-Louis, destroyed 
Fairmont, Minn.—-Bob Wallace* Mercantile Co., 
Koenig’s Ben Franklin Kiehl's bakery 
ind Harold’s shoe damaged 
Bakersfield, Cal._-Automobile tire recapping plt 
ind storage whse., 
Hemet, Cal.—-Hemet 


store, 
store, 


destroyed 


Mutual Groves, Inc., pack 


ing house; Monte Vista Garage; L. W. Strick 
len farm implement and truck agency show 
room and shop; and dwelling, destroyed 

Litchfield, Minn.—-Grain elevator, office bldg 
ind mill at plt. of Farm Feed Mfg. Co., de- 
streyed 

Ford City, Pa H. E. Arner lumber yard, de- 
stroyed 

Hershey, Pa.—-Barn on Rolling Green farm of 
Hershey Industrial School, “% mile west, de- 
stroyed 

Dalhart, Tex Dalhart High School bldg. dam 
aged. Explosion in science laboratory 


Paris, Tex Piggly-Wiggly grocery store and 
Lamar food locker, damaged 

Longview, Wash.—-Jud’s book store destroyed; 
Helen Davis women’s store, Price Fur Co. 
contents and offices of Dr. H. L. Mahnke 
destroyed 

Seattle, Wash Pacific Stove & Foundry, de- 
stroyed 


Tacoma, Wash.—-Kream-Kist Cake Co., 

Val David, Que.—-Labelle 
mer resort, destroyed 

Bedford, Va.—-Bldg¢ 
Screen Co Bedford 
offices of McLean & 
lines and storage depot of Chesapeake & Poto 
mac Telephone Co., destroyec 

Kirkland, Wash.—-Mulligan’s Variety 
stroved 

Stockton, Cal.—San 
farm, damaged 

St. Louis, Mo.— Vacant bldg., 2836 Mar®et street 


owned by Paul Katz, destroyed 


damagedys 
Chaumiere Hotel, sum 


occupied by Steel Cloth 
Furniture & Mfg. Co., 
Balard-Miller trucking 


Store, de 


Joaquin County jail honor 


Montclair, N. J.—-Woodworking mill of James 
H. Kiester Wood Products Co. pit., damaged 
Chico, Cal.—-3,000,000 board feet lumber, Chico 
Wood Products Co., mfrs. of wood mouldings 


und venetian blinds, destroyed 

Los Angeles, Cal._-Ice cream cone plt., damaged 

Chicago, Ill Bldgs. of Swift & Co., Chicago 
stockyards, damaged 

Albany, N. Y¥.—Barn and two 
Ladder Farms destroyed 


Indian 
Spontaneous ignition. 


silos on 


Red Springs, N. C.—-Red Springs Negro School 
damaged. Lightning ; 
Heppner, Ore.—-Two grain-filled elevators of 
rro County Co-operative destroyed; interior 
whses. and contents also destroyed. Tum-A 


Lumber Co. yds., whse. and adj. dwellings 
also destroyed 
Philadelphia, Pa 
Overheated oven 
Portland, Ore.--George 
stroyed. Portland 
Co. damaged 
Quebec, Que.—-One hundred 
Church LaMalgaie (Murray 

helow Quebec, damaged 
Lakefield, Ont._—Slaughter house destroyed 
eircuit 


Martino’s Cones damaged 
school de 
Oregon Door 


elementary 

Drug Co. and 

Parish 
miles 


year old 
Bay) 80 


Short 
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Cripple Creek, Colo.—Gold mine service bligs, 


of A. B. Logan, damaged. 
Kansas City, Mo.—Hickory Grove School de. 
stroyed igarettes. 


Rockingham, N. C.—-Deluxe Cleaners destroyed, 

Cincinnati, Ohio-—-Streetcars in Hewitt Avenue 
carhouse destroyed. 

Bloomfield Hills, Detroit, Mich. 
Pine Road, damaged. 

Manfield, Ohio—Business bldg. damaged. 

Condon, Ore.—Plt. City Cleaners damaged. 
Plumbing shop also damaged. 

Bureau, Ill.—-Factory of Corn Cob Products de- 
stroyed. Spontaneous ignition. 

McKeesport, Pa.—Plit. of J. T 
destroyed 

Schenectady, N. Y. 
‘ries, destroyed. 

Alexandria, Ont.—Woolen mill destroyed. 

Los Angeles, Cal—Coffey Hoyt Products Co. 
pit., Lennox, damaged. Explosion of plastic 
materials. 

Red Bank, N. J.—-Plane hangar at Red 
Airport, Shrewsbury Township, damaged. 

Montreal, Que.—Eighteer. dwellings, three busi- 
ness firms, grocery, tobacco store and bakery 
in Verdun, destroyed. 

Danbury, Conn.—Four business-apt. 
stroyed. Exploding oil drum 
San Bernarding, Ca!.—Exposition 
tional Orange Show destroyed. 
Fort Wayne, Ind.—Dormitory, St. 
Village, destroyed. 
Grand Haven, Mich. 
bldg. destroyed 
Perry, N. Y¥.—Whse. and office of GLF Co- 
operative, Inc., destroyed, Spontaneous ignition 
St. Louis, Mo.—-Store of Edwards Furniture Co. 

damaged 

Buffalo, N. Y.—Bldg. occupied by Hoelschers, 
Inc., and Acme Plate Glass Co., destroyed 


Dwelling, Lone 


Pre vision Co, 


Farm blidgs. of Raymond 


Bank 


bidgs, de- 
bldg. at Na 

Vineent's 
Motor Co 


Grand Haven 


Hershey, Pa.—Hershey Industrial School de 
stroyed 
Chattanooga, Tenn.—Chemical bldg. of Tennes 


see Products & Chemcial Corp., destroyed 

Columbia, Tenn.—-Dwelling of W. J. Miggledorff 
destroyed. 

Roches Point, Ont.—Summer 
Dunkelman destroyed. 

Orcas Island, Wash.—-Ferry slip at Black Ball 
Ferry Line Dock, general store and two whses 
lestroyed 

San Francisco, Cal.—Mohawk Petroleum oil stor 
age tank, contents, destroyed. 

Clarksburg, Ohio—-Clarksburg Motor Sales Garage 
destroyed 

San Antonio, Tex. 


home of David 


Crowley Feed Co. destroyed. 

San Antonio, Tex.-—Earl Abel Cafe damaged 

Abbotsford, Wis.—-Door and plywood mfg. plt. of 
Streckert Lumber & Supply Co. destroyed 

Providence, R. I.—Terminal whse. which is adj 
to main whse. owned by the Shepard company, 
destroyed. Stored materials owned by Charles 
Reeves destreyed. Commercial unloading fuel 
lines of Lamson Oil Co. and American Mineral 
Spirits Co., also destroyed. 

Pittsfield, I1l.—Plt. of Midwest Dried Milk Co., 
three carloads of dried milk, loaded freight car, 
destroyed Also destroyed was adj. oil storage 


bldg. of Carl Jones and 100 barrels of oil, 
Fort Erie, Ont.—Peace Bridge damaged 
Toronto, Ont.—Yellowknife Hotel, Yellowknife 


mining town of Northwest territories, destroyed. 

Oklahoma City, Okla.—PIt. and whse. of Inter 
national Mfg. Co., air conditioner mfrs., de 
stroyed 

Salt Lake City, 
damaged 

New York, N. Y.—Kaminstein Bros., 
& electrical supply firm, damaged 

Columbus, Ga.—Tank bldg. at Fort Benning, de 
stroyed 

Waycross, Ga. 
ing, destroyed 

Los Angeles, Cal.—-Los Angeles Felt Co. pit. and 
whse. of Super-Cold Corp., destroyed. 


Utah — Capital Theatre Bldg 


hardware 


Three business bldgs. and dwell 


Silver Spring, Md.-—Silver Spring Bldg. & Sur 
ply Co. lumber yd. and woodworking mill de 
stroyed 

Revere, Mass.—Five lodging houses, seven cot 
tages and 23 automobiles destroyed. Burning 
rubbish. 

Oswego, Ore.—-Oswego Lumber’ Co., Barney's 


Auto Accessory, Oswego Library, destroyed 


Benton City, Wash. Borden food lockers de 
stroyed Short circuit 
Aberdeen, Wash. Lafayette Hotel destroyed 


Cigarette. 
Belleville, Ill.—Ellen Mine of the Perry Coal (¢ 
damaged. Spontaneous ignition. 


Tuscola, Ill—-Law office and library of Edwin 


Meister and two nearby residences, damaged 
Explosion 
Hoboken, N. J.—-Bldg. at 200 Washington Street 


damaged 
Hobbs, N. M. 

explosion 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

damaged. 
Clarksville, Tenn. 


Country Club destroyed. G 
Max Rusoff, Inc., fur shot 


Wiloughby’s drug store dar 


aged 
Bangor, Maine—Fifteen bldgs., Penobscot Rive 
water front, destroyed Among destroyed 


damaged properties are 
Co., Maine Central 


Charles Murray © 
Transportation Co 
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Hincks 
Dunham 


Stickney & Babcock Coal Co., 
Armour & Co., Swift & Co., 
Hardware storehouse, 


minal, 
al Co., 
Hanson 


Coffin & | 





mple Plumbing Co., Bacon & Robinson Coal | 


( and J. F. Woodman Coal Co. Fire origi- 
nated on old Eastern Steamship Lines wharf, 
w occupied by Charles Murray Oil Co. 


Kalispeli, Mont.—Kalispell Lumber Co. garage. 
mber yard and shops, destroyed. Spontaneous 
ignition. 


Franklinton, La.—Four bldgs. occupied by sash 
and door plt. of Davis Mfg. Co. destroyed. 


Lenoir, N. C.—-Factory of Kincaid Furniture Co 
destroyed. 

Madras, Ore. — Planing mill of Warm Springs | 
Lumber Co. destroyed. 

Harrisburg, Pa.—Electrical appliance whse. de 


stroyed. 


Houston, Tex.—Johns Funeral Home damaged. 


Hooper, Wash. — LaCrosse Grain Growers new 
grain elevator destroyed. 

Nauvoo, Ill.—Mormon theatre with living quar 
ters, owned by Historical Productions, Inc., of 
New York City, destroyed. Explosion. 

Dalhart, Tex.—High School destroyed. Chemical 


explosion. 
Burlington, Vt.—Paragon Restaurant destroyed. 
Harwinton, Conn.—Congregational Church de- 


stroyed. Lighting. 
Lubec, Maine—Fish smoking plt. of Raymond 
Andrews, Baileys Mistake Section, destroyed. 
Pawtucket, R. I.—Garage and truck of Messier 
Motor Transport Co. destroyed 
La Malbaie, Que.—Roman Catholic church de 
stroyed 
Kingston, Ont.—Golden Slipper roadhouse de 
stroyec 
Sullivans Corners, Ont. tarn on farm of Harry 
Addison 
Sharon, Conn.—Barn on farm of Fred Gobillot 


destroyed Lighting. 
Wilmington, Del.—Barn on 
five miles west, destroyed. 
Gibbsboro, N. J.—Fire and a series of explosions 
wrecked a storage lot of a John Lucas & Co. 
paint mfrs The storage lot which included 
loading platforms and a corrugated whse. con 
tained an estimated 10,000 35-gallon drums of 
paint, varnishes, lacquer, oils «an solvents 
One section was used for storage of nitro 
lulose or guncotton. The action of the hot 
sun on the highly combustible material was 
blamed for the blast 
Swan Lake, N Y.—-Hotel 


Overheated motor 


Winterhur estate, 





Fieldston 
in kitchen. 


destroyed 


Springfield, Ore.—-Clear-Fire Products Co. mill 
destroyed 

Petersburg, Va.—PIlt. of Southern Pen Co. dam 
aged. 

Yakima, Wash.—Master Tire Service destroyed 
Explosion. 

Roseburg, Ore.—Rolling Hills Lumber Co. plt 


destroyed 


Chico, Cal.—Chico Wood Products Co. destroyed 

Alton, Ill.—Catholic Church on Stone street dam 
aged 

Garden City, N. Y¥.—Dwelling of Leroy Weed 


damaged 


Laurel, Mont.—Shop of the Northern Pacific 
Railroad, damaged 

Sudbury, Ont.—St. Joseph’s Bldg., including 
City Drug Store; T. M. Palmer, jeweler; 
Fashion Craft Men’s Wear and S. S. Kresge 
damaged 

Philadelphia, Pa.—-London Storage Yard, Lumico 
Sales Co., Baurle & Morris Bldg.. and seven 
adj. homes destroyed 

Pasco, Wash.—Longfellow School destroyed 


Sweetwater, Tex.—Municipal Hangar and 20 air 
planes of which 14 were owned by the Lone 
Star Aviation Co., destroyed Explesion in 
gas tank of a plane. 


Sisters, Ore.—Lumber Mill of Leonard Lundgrer 
damaged 
Austin, Tex.—Calcasien Lumber Co damaged 
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Questions and Answers | 











Flushing Burning Gasoline 
Into Sewer 

Editor: 

_ Would firemen with modren train- 

ing and equipment allow burning gas- 


oline from tank and truck to run into 
a sewer ? a 


To the 


Inswer: There would probably be 


danger in washing the burning gasoline 


less 


into a sewer than there would be if 
the fire were extinguished promptly. 
In the latter case, gasoline would con 
tinue to escape from the tank 


and would 
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WATEROUS presents... 
“FAMOUS FIGHTING HEARTS” 


“Lost Arrow’’, 





| ‘y Ni ‘ Mili 


N 


giant 2900 foot needle of bare rock in Yosemite Valley, Cal. 


WOULD YOU RATHER CLIMB 
MOUNTAINS THAN LADDERS? 


Experienced mountain climbers said 
Lost Arrow’s summit was impossible 
to reach. Attempts were made to 
within 110 feet of the top where 
treacherous overhangs turned back 
those who tried. 

In September 1946 four determined 
California men teamed up to ac- 
complish the feat. A line was thrown 
150 feet over Lost Arrow’s narrow 
peak from the rim of the valley wall. 
Two of the men inched their way 
up the sheer surface to the rope 
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which enabled them to work their 
way to their goal—the top 
fighting with the endurance 
the will to win. 

WATEROUS fire pumps accom- 
plish remarkable feats too. They 
are built with the stamina to keep 
going. Superior design, liberal 
safety factors, thorough testing 
of each pump prior to shipment. 
These are some of the reasons 
why WATEROUS pumps 
have such an outstanding 
reputation for dependability. 


and 


(glerocuy 


P vependedie 2, 1886 


SINCE 


WATEROUS 
FIRE PUMPS~ . 


WATEROUS COMPANY ° ST. PAUL, MINN. 
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THERE'S AN 
EXTINGUISHER 
EVEN I CAN USE 









Simple, obvious operation makes the 
Randolph really panic- proof — gets it 
into action before the fire spreads—kills fire 
instantly with a snowy cloud of CO,! No valves to 
turn, no nozzles to adjust; just point and press your 
thumb! Randolph CO; is non-damaging, evaporates 
without a trace. It’s non-toxic, won’t conduct 
electricity, deteriorate or freeze. 
UNDERWRITERS’ APPROVED. 
Learn how Randolph gives your plant 
better preventative fire protection! 
Write or wire: 





VALUE for 34 Years 


Why do users of Hale Fire Pumps specify ‘Hale 
Pump" when they buy new apparatus? 


Because these men have learned through practical 
experience HALE VALUE in terms of: 


DEPENDABILITY 
FLEXIBLE PERFORMANCE 
HIGH EFFICIENCY 


For 34 years Hale-equipped Fire Pumpers have up- 
held a high standard of dependability . . . a de- 
pendability that has won the respect of users all over 
the world. 


Hale Fire Pumps are sold only through manufacturers 
of quality apparatus. 


Write today for the New Folders on Hale Fire 
Pumps .. . built in all standard capacities 


HALE 


FIRE PUMP COMPANY 
Conshohocken, Pa. 














| 
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probably find its way into the sewer. A 
subsequent ignition from any source 
might result in a serious blast. 

Incidentally, many fire departments 
follow the practice of flushing the burn- 
ing gasoline down sewers, and so far, 
we do not know of any serious damage 
resulting. 


Sprinkler Systems, Ladders, Etc. 
To the Editor: 

1. How do you determine the 
amount of engine pressure when 
pumping into a siamese on any sprink- 
ler system as there is no way to tell 
the number of heads in operation ? 

2. With the formula for finding 
sprinkler head discharge (1/2 P-—15), 
is the pressure that on the sprinkler 
gauge’ Is there some friction loss 
figured in with this? 

3. Has there ever been a ladder 
built that is supposed to raise from 
the inside or, should I say, back side? 

4. Is there any fire department 
that uses 3%-inch hose for a hand 
line ? 

5. Do you know whether the sub- 
surface application of foam for tank 
farms has been successful. Could you 
explain briefly how this system works? 
Would this cause the foam to break 
up before reaching the top of the 
tank ? 

W.B 

_Answer: The answers to your ques- 
tions will be given in the order in which 
the questions were presented. 

1. Actually, it is not possible to de- 
termine the engine pressure required 
when the number of sprinkler heads on 
a system which are in operation is un- 
known. It is usually assumed that the 
friction loss in the standpipe system is 
25 pounds. And on this basis, the en- 
gine pressure can be determined when 
the distance of operating heads above 
the ground is known. The 25 pounds 
is probably more than would be en- 
countered in friction loss in a standpipe 
system serving sprinkler heads unless 
a very large area were involved, and a 
large number of heads were open, 

2. In finding the sprinkler head dis- 
charge, we assume that the sprinkler 
heads will be operating a certain pres- 
sure, based upon the pressure supplied 
by the engine on the street level. While 
this permits of inaccuracy, the error 
is usually on the safe side as friction 
loss is taken at a figure greater than 
actually produced. 

3. Most extension ladders are built 
so that they can be climbed with either 
the fly toward the building or away 
from the building, but the vast major- 
ity of cities in the United States follow 
the practice of having the fly away from 
the building. New York, Chicago and 
other large cities have followed this 
practice for years. 

We know of no manufacturer who 
builds an extension ladder that is to be 
climbed only with the fly toward the 
building. 

4. Only a comparatively few fire 
departments use 3'%4-inch hose, and we 
know of none which employs this hose 
for hand lines. We do know a number 
of departments where they run a 3'%- 
inch line into a pipe holder, deck gun, 


It will help if you will mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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A et ut the line is not handled as a | 
ree hat ne >a | 
e sub-surface application of foam 
nts has ven very effective in extinguish- 
irn- ne | fires. This development first 
lar sta in Great Britain, and has since 
ige re dopted by oil compaines in this 
ou The foam is delivered through 
th le of the tank near the bottom 
41 ses to the surface, forming a 
‘tc, SI ring blanket Chere is but little 
jestruction of the foam while it rises 
thr the oil to the surtace 
the = 
he . 
if New Fire Alarm for Chattanooga 
nk- . _ 
il Citizens of Chattanooga, Tenn., have 
te " ed a $500,000 bond issue tor a 
ne re alarm system which probably 
ing ve the city its Class Three insur 
5) i lassification 
: present system, totally inade 
_— uate and condemned by the National 
OSS Boat of Fire Underwriters, was in 
stall in 1904. It is reported that a 
der firm of engineers will be engaged to 
iraw the specifications for the new sys 
om Rian 
le? Zz There’s no doubt about the 
eal result when this “one man 
ind fire department” goes into 
action. “They are worth 
ub- ! their weight in gold”. These 
ink ty. 25-27—COLORADO STATE FIREMEN’S are some of the praises 
ou ASSOCIATION Annual convention, tourna firemen write us about 
- ment and fire school, Idaho Springs, Colo INDIA 
Ks ? Secretary, Arthur J. Becker, 4250 Stuart Street, N FIRE PUMPS, They 
ale Denver 12, Colo cre the leading hand 
“a Aug. 29-Sept. 1—DOMINION ASSOCIATION cinastsherd tore fiehti 
the OF FIRE CHIEFS. Annual meeting, Ottawa, extinguishers for fighting 
Ont. Secretary, Chief Allan H. Clark, Fire Class®A fires according. 
Headquarters, Lakefield, Ont . $i d 
Sept. 68—KENTUCKY FIREMEN’S ASSO * to’ fire departments .and 
» CIATION. Annual meeting, Covington, Ky * foresters. Ask one of these 
ies Secretary, Captain V. A. Beam, 818 Sutcliff 
ich Avenue, Louisville, Ky men who have used them. 
Sept. 6-9 —MARYLA?’D SHORT COURSE _ “Water wetting” agents 
le nnual meeting, University of Maryand, College 3 
oa Park, Md. Director, Chief J. W. Just, Fire work best in INDIANS and 
Service Extension, College of Engineering, Uni do not harm the ¢ 
on \ ty of Maryland, College Park, Md ‘ ank. 
un- Sept. 8-10—OHILO STATE FIRE CHIEFS AS 
the SOCIATION. Annual meeting, Dayton, Ohio id 2 ~~ 
: Secretary, Assistant Chief Rosche, c/o Fire ¢ 
4 Department, Canton Ohio pom - 
en- Sept. 12-16--VIRGINIA FIRE SCHOOL. An . _ ‘eal 
en nual meeting, Roanoke, Va Out of state —" i! - 
ve visitors welcome For information contact “ 
Cl \. Easterly, Director, 902 Travelers } - 3 
ids Building, Richmond 19, Va Now is a ry time to be sure you are . 
vail Sept. 20-2i—IOWA STATE FIREMEN’S AS * amply supplied with INDIAN FIRE PUMPS. 
er SOCIATION a al aa . oo | * Available with Armco zine grip steel tanks 
ipe won _—o nee et Pa he | lined with asphaltic base paint or with 
ment spencer, a secret . Fuchs, * 
ess 7 40 Kineey Dees, Yb’ Stein . te solid brass or chrome plated tanks. Send 
aacy sat Ry *..., © : for catalog describing these famous back 
la Sept FIRE CHIEF’S EMERGENCY PLAN pack inguishers 
OF WESTCHESTER COUNTY Monthly “s 
meeting, Pleasantville, N. Y. Secretary, How f. - 
lis- ard Geer, Rye, N j sa at 
ler Sept 1-23--GREAT LAKES ASSOCIATION 
es- OF FIRE CHIEFS and INDIANA FIRE a 
d CHIEFS ASSOCIATION. Joint meeting, In- 
= lianapolis, Ind. Secretary, Great Lakes Asso 
le tion of Fire Chiefs, Chief Ray Earle, Mas 
ror s n, Ohi Secretary, Indiana Fire Chiefs 
on Association, Robert Hamm, Indiana Rating 
' Bureau, 320 North Meridian Street, Indi 
lal u lis. Ind 
Sept 6-29—-INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIA 
ult TION OF FIRE CHIEFS. Annual meeting, 
y Orleans, La. Secretary-Treasurer, Daniel 
1er B. Tierney, 8 Robbins Road, Arlington 74, INDIAN 
ay Mass . 
or- Oct. 4 FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION OF THE Sign on 
* STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA. Annual meet Every Fire! 
OV ng, Greensburg, Pa Secretary, Charles FE 
ym ( k, Box 271, Wayne, Pa 
nd Oct -13—INTERNATIONAI MUNICIPAI | ‘ “ 
his NAL ASSOCIATION Annual meeting, . e e 406 Main St. Utica 3 N. ¥. 
: tsar, Pa Secretary, Irvin Shulsinger,. 
national Municipal Signal Associatio 11 
- West 42nd. Street, New Yok 1&8 oY PACIFIC COAST BRANCHES: 
he TIRRMEICE Raker e rece * QLUNTEER Hercules Equipment & Rubber Co., Inc. Fred E. Barnett Comp Mill & Mine Supply, Inc 
= FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION.  Sixty-seventh quipmen oy UNC. - any ane. 
re il meeting, Grand Island, Neb. Secretary, 435 Brannan Street " 2006 S. E. Sth Ave. aay ee vig Sm a 
Russell D. Salak. Schuyler. Neb San Francisco 7, California Portland, Oregon eattle, Washington 
re Oct 22—ILLINOIS FIREMEN’S ASSOCIA Roy G. Davis Company Fred E. Barnett Company L.N. Curtis & Sons 
"7 TION. Annnal meeting, Rock Island, III See 617 East Third Street 600 Spring Street 426 West Third Street South 
ve t Trencurer, Chief Roy W. Alsip, Cham Los Angeles, California Klamath F. Oregon Salt Lake City, Utah 
se CANADIAN AGENTS: 
er ee Fe ag ~ SAFETY CONGRESS Fleck Bros. Limited Duke Equipment Company, Limited 
ial meeting and exposition, Chicago, III 110 Alexander Street 297 Duke Street 
ral secretary, I Forney, National Vancouver, B. C., Canada Montreal 3, Canada 
in, s ty Council, 20 N. Wacker Drive, Chicag: eens 
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“ALL-OUT” 
DRY CHEMICAL 
FIRE EXTINGUISHER 


£ASIER TO HANDLE — lighter in weight by 
7 to 15 Ibs. 


FASTER IN ACTION — 10’ x 10’ pit of blaz- 
ing gas and oil al! out in seconds. 


PENETRATES CREVICES—completely blankets 
wide area. 


ELIMINATES RE-IGNITION—works in winds 
and drafts. 


NON-TOXIC, NON-CORROSIVE — harmless 
to everything but fire—including food. 


SAFE ON ELECTRICAL FIRES—non-conductive. 


FAN SHAPED NOZZLE — ejects flat stream; 
screens off flame from burning material; 
safeguards operator. 


Only “ALL-OUT” gives all 
out protection. Demonstra- 
tion anywhere, anytime. 
Write today for illustrated 
data 

Model A-16 illustrated, has 
15 Ib. capacity Model B-10 
contains 10 Ibs of dry 
chemical 


APPROVED 
(8-1 and C-1) 
by Underwriters 
Laboratories, 
Factory Mutual 
Laboratories 

















Protects the operator 
as it kills the fire. 


Distributors’ inquiries invited. 


ALL-OUT MFG. CORP. 


2 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK 16, N Y 





We shall appreciate 











Persons in the News 











New Chief in Peoria, Ill. 


Dan P. Donahue has been named 
Chief of the Peoria, Ill., Fire Depart- 
|}ment by Mayor Joseph O’Malone, after 
aldermen approved an ordinance giving 
the mayor power to appoint the fire mar- 
shal. At the same time, the incumbent, 
Chief Sidney L. Ulrich, was demoted 
to hoseman 

The new Chief poined the department 
in 1923, served as hoseman for ten 
years before being elevated to Captain. 
He was appointed First Assistant Chief 
in June, 1949, and on July 2, the fire 
and police Commission announced his 
appointment as Acting Chief 

Rudolph Kneer, who has been serving 
las an Assistant Chief, was named first 
assistant and Ray Miller, also an assis 
tant Chief, was appointed fourth assis 
tant. James Bardon was named second 
issistant and Ed. Nash, third assistant 

The change in the head of the depart- 
ment came as a surprise to Chief UI- 
lrich’s legion of friends in both the state 
jand the nation 


Sherwood Brockwell Reappointed 


[he first official appointment made 
by Waldo C. Cheek, the new Commis- 
seioner of Insurance of North Carolina, 
was that of Deputy Commissioner of 
Insurance and State Fire Marshal, Sher- 


|wood Brockwell, who has long held 
this position, was renamed by Mr. 
Cheek. In a letter to the fire depart- 
ments of North Carolina announcing 


the appointment, Mr. Cheek said: 
“On August l, 1949, Sherwood Brock- 
well will have completed 35 years with 
the North Carolina Insurance Depart 
ment as Deputy Commissioner and State 


Fire Marshal 
“IT am happy to be serving as your 
Commissioner of Insurance on this oc 


so that I can join with you and 
his thousands of friends throughout the 
State in wishing for him many. more 
happy years with this Department. I 
would approach the important dutieg of 
this office with a much greater degree 
of awe, were it not for the fact that | 
expect to lean heavily upon the wisdom 
and sound counsel of Brock in the years 
to come.” 


casion, 


Strohm Out as Fire Marshal 


lohn W. Strohm, who has been Fire 
Marshal of the State of Iowa for the 
past eighteen years, has been replaced 
by Zack Cook of Des Moines, it was 
announced by Alfred W. Kahl, Iowa 
Commissioner of Public Safety, follow 
ing the election of Governor William 
S. Beardsley in that State 


Mr. Strohm was first appointed by 
former Governor N. E. Kensall. He 
served continuously in the post until 


11935. when Governor Clyde Herring ap- 
pointed J. Vincent Pyle. He came back 
as Fire Marshal in 1939, when the State 
Department of Public Safety was cre- 
ated and he has held the position ever 
since. The State Fire Marshal’s Office 
is one of the divisions of the Public 
Safety Department. 

Zack Cook has been an arson investi- 
gator for the last eight years. Under 
the rearrangement, Mr. Strohm will be 
named special arson investigator 
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John Strohm has been active in na 
tional and Iowa fire prevention and pro. 
tection. He is a member of the Inter. 
national Association of Fire Chiefs anj 
other organizations connected with th 
fire service. 


Dr. David Price Retires 


Dr. David J. Price has announced his 
voluntary retirement from the United 
States Department of Agriculture oy 
June 30, 1949, upon completion of 37 
years of Federal Government Research 
Investigations. He will serve as cop. 
sultant in investigation of dust explo. 
sions and fires in industrial plants and 
in the application of safety measures 
for control and prevention of dust ex. 
plosions and fires and in the design, 
construction and operation of chemica 
laboratories. 

Dr. Price organized the _ research 
work of the U. S. Bureau of Chemistry 
on Dust Explosions in industrial plants 
and was Chief of the Chemical Engi 
neering Research Division. He was 
president of the National Fire Protee- 
tion Association (1942-1944) and a 
Chairman of the Dust Explosion Haz. 
ards Committee led in the development 
of safety codes for dust explosion pre. 
vention in industrial plant operations, 

As Chairman of the Committee on 
Plans and Specifications for the Re 
gional Research laboratories of the De- 
partment of Agriculture at a number oi 
cities, Dr. Price was active in the plan 
ing and arrangement of buildings ané 
design and installation of the chemica 
laboratory equipment. In May, 1949, he 
was awarded a Superior Service Award 
for his research and educational efforts 
in improving fire-fighting methods ané 
preventing dust explosions. 

Dr. Price is a member of the Inter 
national Association of Fire Chiefs, In- 
ternational Association of Fire Fighters 
National Safety Council, National Fire 
Waste Council and many other fire and 
safety organizations. He is a native of 
\shland, Pa., and entered government 
service in 1912, first being employed at 
the Pittsburgh Experiment Station of 
the Bureau of Mines. During his term 


with the government he participated in 





Dr. David J. Price Receiving Superior Service 
Award from Secretary of Agriculture Charles 
F. Brannan at Special Ceremony on Washing 

ton Monument Grounds. 
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the investigations into a number of dis- 
aster including the New London, 
Texas, school tragedy. 

He is the author of many texts on 
just and other explosions and fires, 
qgumbers of which have appeared in this 
lournal 





Pastor Reared on Bible and 
Fire Chief's Handbook 


[he family of the Rev. John L. 
Brown of the first Baptist Church, 
Cobleskill, N. Y., according to press dis- 
gatches, has been reared on “the Bible and 
the Fire Chief's Handbook.” All of which 
explains his interest in and enthusiasm 
for fire fighting and fire fighters. 

Parson Brown would rather go to fires 
than eat—and he does. More than that, 
he fights "em. His “pulpiteering” helped 
bring his community modern fire con- 
trol equipment, starting with a trailer 
iob which he snaked over the country 
behind his own car. After two years 
the trailer was discarded for a one-ton 
job, complete with everything from 
soup to nuts for the fire fighter. 

As appointed fire warden of his area 
Schoharie County has 110,000 acres of 
native hardwood and 30,000 acres of 
state and private reforestation) Parson 
Brown can conscript any man 18 years 
od and upward to fight fire. He is 
also a deputy sheriff and has helped 
atch and convict firebugs. Back in 
Plainville, Conn., where Parson Brown 
first joined the vamps, and began study- 
ing the “Fire Chief's Handbook,” he 
was appointed fire commissioner and 
later chairman of the board of fire com- 
missioners. The attractive three-door 
fire station at Plainville, a short distance 
uitside Hartford, 1s one of the monu 
ments to the fire service, and to his 
parishioners, which the good Parson left 
behind him when he accepted a call to 
Cobleskill, in 1939. 

Now, six members of Pastor Brown's 
‘congregation belong to his fire depart- 
ment. The church treasurer is second- 
assistant chief. Local firemen and 
churchfolk together indulge the good 
fominie in his avocation as well as his 
vocation, and why not, say they, a good 

aptist ought to make a good fireman, 
shouldn’t he! 


Forest Fire Hero Received 
By President Truman 


James W. Simons, California bull- 
Ozer operator, was awarded the Ameri- 
tan Forest Fire medal for heroism in 
iMpressive ceremonies at the White 
House, at which President Truman, per 
sionally commended him. 

Simons, Los Angeles County forester, 
feceived the personal congratulations of 
the President, as well as the medal for 
iis exploits during the Topanga Can- 
yon fire last November, which, in an 
hour's time traveled three miles, de- 
stroyed 123 homes and other structures, 


ind threatened many more in the thick 
y populated, suburban Fernwood area 
Due to topographical handicaps and 
tri 


ng wind, ground crews were unable 
® construct a fire line ahead of the 
ing flames, and had to withdraw 
was just a chance that such a 
tne might be made with a bulldozer, 
ut because of the extreme hazard of 

h operation the fire boss hesitated 
ler a frontal attack. 





For Top Dependability —Specify_ 


yy — 
GREEN-BAK — 


SALVAGE COVERS 


Fulton Shuredry Salvage Covers pass every test for 
water penetration, seepage and pliability—Shuredry 
— the PREFERENCE of fire departments everywhere. 


FIRE CHIEFS: In your requisition 
for salvage covers, be sure to 
specify Shuredry Salvage Covers, 
sold by your equipment dealer. 
Fulton Green-Bak Salvage Cov- 
ers are light in weight, easy to 
handle, and are made to give 
long dependable service. 


CITY MANAGER: Buy Shuredry 
Salvage Covers from your fire 
equipment dealer. Other quality 
Fulton products that will give you 
long, economical service are Ful- 
ton triple-strength tarps, Fulco 
Cotton Concrete-Curing Mats. 


SHUREDRY Salvage Covers can 
be obtained through your fire 
equipment dealer. 





ttproved by Na- 
tional Board of Fire 
Underwriters and by 
Factory Mutual Lab- 
oratories. 





BAG & COTTON MILLS 


Atlanta + St. Lovis * Dallas * Denver 


Kansas City (Kans.) * Minneapolis * New Orleans 
Los Angeles * New York, 434 Broadway * Winter Haven (Fla 
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vA 
NOT BY CHANCE ... The Choice of Leading Z ae 
Fire and Police Departments, Hospitals, 
Manufacturers and Others 





STERLING has led the field in | 
new designs and improvements 
for over 40 years. First to intro- 
duce precision manufacturing of 
siren alarms, Sterling is the oldest 
and best-known name in warn- 
ing siren signal equipment. 





FOR EMERGENCY VEHICLES 

Mode! 20 SIRENLITE—a powerful 
siren combined with an automat- 
ically flashing red light. 


FOR STATIONARY USE 

Model M—quick accelerating, 
powerful, heavy duty public fire 
alarm. Fully weatherproof, made 
from the highest grade material. % 










Complete Line of Siren Equipment Available. Bulletin on Request. 


THE STERLING SIREN FIRE ALARM CO., INC. | 
58 Allen St., Rochester 6, N. Y. 


MORE THAN /500 USERS SAY... 
CENTRAL EQUIPMENT 


Here is a new Central Pumper mounted on 
Ford chassis providing top water volume as 
well as high pressure fog through ONE three 
stage pump 


CENTRAL Mm ! CHECK THESE FEATURES 
FIRE } BEFORE YOU BUY 


TRUCKS My ! : of No ‘‘standard”’ models — trucks Durit 


to YOUR specifications 
are carefully custom built or mounted on your own choice of chassis Gaset weight Gietitbetion for tonge 


: highest efficrency 
Deliveries now in 30-60 days with any desired capacities and movable service —mgnes 
Rust proof booster tanks in any size 
equipment. Every truck Underwriters approved and delivered factory 
Foo! proof operation 
engineered for immediate service. Full information about this rugged caannee is innit 


dual-duty equipment will be forwarded without obligation throughout 


A NEW CATALOG 


fully describing 


eeeea CENTRAL FIRE TRUCK CORP. 


4437 Manchester Avenue © St. Lovis 10, Missouri 


Write TODAY! 


FIRE ENGINE: RING 





Chief Peter Loftus of New York Goes Abroad 


New York City Fire Chief Peter Loftus. with 
Mrs. Loftus and their daughter, are ctured 
aboard the Cunard White Star Liner “Britannic” 
before sailing from New York to Cobh, Ireland 
recently. Chief Loftus left on a two months com 
bined vacation and inspection tour. He will mak 


1 study of fire fighting equipment and methods ip 
Ireland and England. 


Jim Simons, however, volunteered t 
tackle the job. It was necessary for 
him to drive directly across the front 
of the fire, while cutting through heavy 
brush. In doing so he and his machine 
were at times almost enveloped in 
flames. But he persisted and cleared a 
fire break to check the fire’s forward 
progress, but at the cost of most of his 
clothing, which was burned off, his hair 
singed and face blistered 

Records credit Simons with saving 
550 buildings, including 265 homes 
valuable watershed lands, and prevent 
ing almost inevitable loss of life 


Nauman Sparks St. Louis 
Box 8 Club 


Fire buffs, sparks, fans and pikers, 
will add the name of Philip T. Nauman 
to their roster of the cognoscenti. Fire 
Fan Phil, an honorary member of the 
St. Louis Fire Department, and mem- 
ber of the International Association of 
Fire Chiefs, helped launch the Box 8 
Club of St. Louis in 1941, membership 
of which has grown from 10 to 50. Dur- 
ing World War II, Nauman and other 
loyal fans helped plan and man the aux- 
iliary fire force of his city. Between 
runs he works on his incunabula of the 
St. Louis Fire Depart—he maintains 4 
pictorial record of every piece of ap- 
paratus in the department, and when 
not doing all of this he may be found 
at his desk at the Union Electric Com- 
pany, or at home teaching his son Rich- 
ard, aged 7, the rudiments of fire 
“ghting. 








= 


Obituaries 














Lyman H. Preston Dead 


Lyman H. Preston, Ohio sales repre 
sentative of the American-LaFrance- 
Foamite Corporation, died suddenly 
while spending a weekend holiday i 
Canada, on Sunday July 17, 1949. He 
was fifty-eight years old at the time ot 
his death. 

Trained in engineering at the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin, Mr. Preston was 
chief inspector of the Falls Motor Com- 
pany in Sheboygan, Wis., prior to joit 
ing the American-LaFrance organiza 
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tion as assistant chief inspector in Octo- 
ber. 1923. In 1926, he was given charge 
of all development work on motor fire 
apparatus at the Alfco Experiment 
Station. 

\ir. Preston went to Cleveland in 1937 
as sales representative for 
LaFrance fire apparatus in the State of 
Ohio. During his twelve years in this 
position, he distinguished himself as an 
able and successful salesman, and won 
for himself a host of lasting friendships 
among the fire chiefs and firemen of the 
stat 

In addition to his business career, 
Mr. Preston was a popular and active 
member of the Masonic Order and of 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks 


Mrs. Anna D. Moran Dead 


Mrs. Anna D. Moran, widow of the 
late Chief John C. Moran of the Hart- 


ford, Conn., Fire Department died June 
13 at St. Mary’s Hospital, Waterbury, 
after a brief illness. She was born in 
Southington, a daughter of the late 
William and Mary McCall Deady. She 
leaves four nieces, Mrs. James Drury 
and Mrs. Kenneth Prior of Plainville, 
Mrs. Leo Cruess of Waterbury, and 
Mrs. Harry Clark of Madison, Wis.: 
three nephews, Brig. Gen. William W. 


Deady of Waterbury, John A. Deady of 
Hollywood, Cal., and John Connors of 
New Britain 


Chief Zulauf Dies Suddenly 


Fire Chief George Zulauf, head of the 


Fire Department of Bethlehem Steel 
Company, Sparrows Point, Md., died | 
suddenly June 22, 1949. He was widely 


and popularly known among fire fight- 
ers throughout eastern United States. 
He was an active member of the East- 
ern Association of Fire Chiefs and the 
International Association of Fire Chiefs 
and other fire service organizations. 

Chief Zulauf, in addition to heading 
the steel company’s fire force, was re- 
sponsible for protection of the 
munity of Sparrows Point. 

\ssistant Chief W. W. Machin has 
om appointed successor to the late 
Chiet 


com- 


Cities Weaken Fire Defenses 
Hazards Increase 


While fire hazards are increasing al- 
most daily, the fire defenses of many 
American cities are “seriously under- 
manned,” the National Board of Fire 
Underwriters reported recently. 

Use of new materials and new proc- 
esses by manufacturers has increased 
the danger of fire by the introduction 
ot nearly one hundred “special hazards, 
peculiar to our present era of advanced 


technological development,” the Na- 
tional Board’s Committee on Fire Pre- 
vention and Engineering Standards 


pointed out. 

_ At the same time, 
in many cities are “seriously under- 
manned” because firemen’s hours on 
duty have been shortened without any 
Provision being made for hiring addi- 
tional men. 

\mong the special hazards studied 
by engineers of the reasearch division 
during the past year was that involved 
in handling and transportiag ammonium 
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conserves your 


supply. 


TEPHENSO 


RESUSC/TATOR 





HELPS YOU HANDLE 
ASPHYXIA MORE EFFECTIVELY 


can now control 


riya sas) 
. ; . } 





ik what this means , 
the 
e with smoke, who 


has chest injuries! 


fi reman over- 


can also dilute oxy- 


with air. This is bet- 


oxygen 


The MIDGET ATTACHMENT enables you to resuscitate a patient 
in a hard-to-reach place. It also permits you to give resuscitation 
or inhalation on two patients at the same time. 


WRITE NOW FOR INFORMATION OR DEMONSTRATION. 





ASSISTOR 
INHALATOR 
RESUSCITATOR 
ASPIRATOR 








BAR-WAY HOSE COUPLINGS 


FOR BOOSTER ona HIGH PRESSURE 








REMOUNTABLE — without the 
purchase of additional parts; 
use over and over again For maximum 
FULL FLOW — no suppression ciency, economy and 
of flow in coupling protection in Va 

1” sizes, specify Bar- 
HIGH PRESSURE — tested to Way couplings 
3000 Ib., 500 Ib. pull ded @ he 


INTERNAL EXPANSION no proper size 
shrinkage of hose at coupling 
STREAMLINED — free from ob 
jectionable projections 
ACCURATELY MACHINED -— 
always the same inter- 
changeable 
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FOG LINES 


BAR-WAY nis.co 


STAMFORD. 
West Coast Representative 
W. D. Rigdon 
383 Brannan St., San Francisco 7 
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Don't Gamble With Your Fire Pump 
If You Draft Water You Need 


FILTER-FLO 





It's new! 
It's different! 


Adds years to fire pump life— 
Eliminates Clogged Hose Nozzles 
—Keeps Sand and Gravel out of 
your pump—Keeps Weeds and 
Marine Life out of hose lines— 
Sturdy — Dependable — Attractive 
— Made of Polished Aluminum. 
Filters the water twice before it 
can enter the hose—When in a 
vertical position it takes water 
only from the cleanest part of 


the stream. 


SHEREN FIRE EQUIPMENT CO. 








the new the old way 
FILTER-FLO 


Most departments are specifying the modern FILTER- 
FLO suction hose strainer in their new apparatus 
specifications, and are also replacing obsolete strainers 
on their present equipment with a FILTER-FLO. 


FILTER-FLO price $49.50 F.O.B. Mason, Michigan. 


If your fire equipment dealer cannot supply you order direct. 
Specify size of suction hose and threads per inch. 


FILTER-FLO is the new streamlined liteweight Suction Strainer Filter 


Mason, Mich. 








PLUS 





The NEW Three Stage 
DARLEY Champion Pump 






500 or 600 or 750 Gallon 
Underwriter Performance 


60 Gallons per Minute at 850 Lbs. 
For High Pressure Fog 


NEW 44 PAGE BOOKLET of 
FIRE APPARATUS & FIRE PUMPS 


Write Today For Your Copy 





W.S. DARLEY & CO., CHICAGO 12 
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nitrate, which exploded in Texas City 
in 1947, causing 551 deaths. 

Two large-scale field tests of am- 
monium nitrate handling were made in 
cooperation with other interested goy- 
ernment and industrial organizations. 

Special arrangements have been made 
for routing of this chemical to desig- 
nated loading and shipping points where 
proper care can be exercised to prevent 
another Texas City disaster. First-hand 
inspections are made at these points to 
detect any violations in handling and 
shipment of ammonium nitrate, which 
is a popular material for use in fertilizer, 

Other problems studied by the engi- 
neers ranged from the hazards of plastic 
ornaments used on Christmas trees to 
the hazards involved in the produc- 
tion of nuclear power. 

They considered the hazards of 
“mass-fogging” with DDT, the com- 
bustibility of foam rubber which is now 
widely used in upholstery and mat- 
tresses, and the question of whether 
carbon dioxide poisoning is a factor in 
airplane crashes. 

Another industrial hazard considered 
was the proper handling of perchloric 
acid, which caused an explosion in Los 
Angeles in 1947, resulting in 17 deaths. 
At the time of the explosion, it was 
pointed out that improper handling by 
an unqualified man had been responsible 
for the explosion. 

Engineers also studied portable oxy- 
gen production units for hospitals, con- 
trol of smoke odor damage with syn- 
thetic deodorants, failure of tempered 
glass door panels, the xylene vapor 
wood drying process, and many other 
problems. 


Five-Alarm Force Subdues 
Oakland Business Block Fire 


One fireman was injured, 200 persons 
were routed and property damage to 
the extent of $500,000 was caused by a 
stubborn early morning fire in Oakland, 
Cal. The blaze, for which five-alarms 
were sounded, threatened the Grant Ho- 
te! in the 23rd avenue business area of 
East Oakland, adjoining the large two- 
story business block, half of which was 
destroyed. 

Oakland fire alarm hearquarters re- 
ceived a telephone alarm for a fire in the 
rear of Sols Furniture Store, 2310 E 
I4th Street at 2:34 A.M. Engine 6 and 
the chief of the Third Battalion, Elmer 
Croswell, quartered at E. 15th Street 
and 22nd Ave. a half block distance, re- 
sponded, together with Ladder 2 from 
its E. 14th St. and 13th Ave. station. 

Upon their arrival they found the fire 
had assumed major proportions, and one 
ninute later, at 2:35 A.M., box 3434 was 
pulled, bringing Engine 4. At 2:38 A.M. 
Chief Croswell radioed a 2nd alarm, 
bringing Engines 13, 17 and 32 (water 
wagon); Ladder 6; the Chief of the 
Fourth Battalion; Assistant Chief Man- 
ning Beach, and Chief of Department, 
James Burke. 

So threatening was the fire that at 
2:44 A.M. a 4th alarm was sounded, 
bringing Engines 16, 14, 18 and 12 and 
ladder 1. A 5th alarm was struck at 
3:01 A.M., which called Engines 1 and 
15 to the scene. A few minutes later En- 
gines 10 and 30 were special called—the 
latter being the department’s high pres- 
sure and fireboat tender which carries 
3,000 feet of hose and mounts a large 
turret gun. This unit was located so that 
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its turret stream effectively stopped the 
spread of the fire toward the threat- 
ened 3-story Grant Hotel, the occupants 
of which were evacuated because of 
threat ot the fire’s extension. 

lhe building involved, of 2 stories 
height, contained 28 apartment-suites lo- 
ated above retail stores. Construction 
was frame and stucco, with the usual 
oncealed spaces which furthered spread 


of the fire. Located above the furniture 
store, in which the fire is believed to 
have originated from undetermined 
cause, Was a warehouse, which suffered 
heavy damage. 

Che fire spread rapidly from the first 


nto the second floor apartments, 20 of 
which were wrecked, together with eight 
units of the Ahna Apartments, on 23rd 
\ve., in a part of the same building. 
Within a few minutes fire was through 
the roof, threatening other structures. 

Firemen made many rescues, using 
ladders and stairs. Among those who 
made their escape from the Alma Apart- 
ments was an off-duty fireman, Youles 
Gibbons, with his wife and daughter. 
After removing his family, Gibbons car- 
ried out a woman who was near col 
lapse. The night clerk of the hotel 
alerted the 150 guests, who left building 
n good order. 

Occupancies destroyed or damaged 
besides the furniture store were a drug 
store, liquor store, market, bakery, shoe 
store, woman’s apparel shop and a bar- 
ber shop. Fire reached the roof of the 
adjoining Furniture Exchange Building, 
but was quickly stopped by firemen. 

The injured fireman was John E. 
Evans, of Engine 13, who is reported to 
have lost his grip while sliding a hose 
line from a window, plunging 18 feet. 
He was hospitalized but found to have 
only lacerations and bone bruises. Four 
firemen narrowly escaped injury when a 
30-ft. ledge section of the building 
dropped to the street. They were all of 
Engine 16, 

The fire brought the usual crowds of 
curious and extra police were called to 
control them and re-route traffic. Am- 
bulances and first-aiders stood by. Over 
9) firemen operating over 20 pieces of 
equipment fought the blaze, some units 
remaining in service 17 hours. Stand-by 
crews were maintained for two days. 

In service at the fire: eight 1250 
GPM; one 750 GPM; one 500 GPM 
pumpers; 1 H.P. wagon; two city serv- 
ice and one 85 ft. aerial ladders. Light 
wagon; department fuel wagon. Relo- 
cations: Engs. 12/4, 18/13, 10/16, 1/4 
Lad. 3/1. In addition to Chief Burke 
and other officers, Superintendent of 
Engines, Harold Anderson responded 

CLARENCE CRUM 


Medford Firemen Get 48-Hour 
Week 


On July 1, last, the 160-man fire force 
of Medford, Mass., ended the old 56 
hour work week and began the 48-hour 
week voted them by citizens last No 
vember. 

Fire Chief John J. E. Gorham an- 
nounced that due to lack of ten men, 
who were not added to the department 
Personnel in a city economy move, 
members of the force will occasionally 
draw extra duty to complete schedules. 
Under the 48-hour week schedule, fire 
men will work two days and have two 
nights off. They will then work two 
nights and be off two days. Other 
crews will rotate. 


Kindly 






OWHATAN 


SENSIBLE-LUG COUPLING 





4 “Equal to any — Better than most!" 


DON’T COMPROMISE ON 
B QUALITY — DEPENDABILITY 


A snagged hose line can cause serious accidents and 
can ruin your hose. Experienced fire-fighters appre- 
ciate the curved surfaces of the "Sensible-Lug" which 
enable hose to glide over all obstructions thus pro- 


a tecting life, limb and equipment. 


Specify Powhatan Sensible-Lug on your next Hose 
order. 






OWHNATAN BRASS 
& IRON WORKS 


RANSON , WEST VIRGINIA pene 


Phones 93 & 94 Charles Town West Virginio - Established 1892 








> Se ae 


HOWE Fire Truck Equipment to Meet Every Service 
Established 1872 a 
HOWE FIRE APPARATUS COMPANY, 1402 West 22nd Street, Anderson, Indiana 
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CARPENTER 
LIGHTS 


Instantly Ready 


SEARCHMASTER 


The Chief picks up his Portable 
SEARCHMASTER. He's inside 
the building in time to handle most 
fires before they get to the dan- 
gerous stage, and before floodlights 
can be set up. All the light you 
want at the snap of your thumb. 
Patented handle points anywhere 
without cocking arm. Rechargeable. 



















WRITE 
FOR 
FOLDER 





‘Master-Light-Makers for 34 Years” 


CARPENTER MFG. CO. 


200 Master-Light Bldg. 
BOSTON—-45—-SOMERVILLE 
MASSACHUSETTS 








BODY-GUARD 


BUNKER SUITS 


FOR COMFORT & PROTECTION 





WE ARE DISTRIBUTORS FOR) 
SIREN BOOTS 
We have been supplying FIREMEN'S 


CLOTHING for 


Any fireman can have a catalog by writing — 


BODY-GUARD 
MANUFACTURING CO. 


ST. JOSEPH - - 


over 


25 years. 





MISSOURI | 





For Practical Discussion of Current Fire Department and Fire Management Problems 
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EXTENSION LADDERS AND PRESENT DAY LADDER PRACTICES 


Odbsservati INS of Frre EnNGI- 


NEERING’s staff, together with in- 
quiries from its readers on the ques- 
tion of the use of portable extension 
ladders, as related to actual or pos- 
sible shortage in manpower on the 
fireground, prompted the ‘Round 
Table Questions asked in the July 
issue, and listed on this page. 

The responses indicate some inter- 
esting trends and some very present 
complications in ladder selection and 
operation. 

Although practically without ex- 
ception fire departments are continu- 
ing to carry 50-foot extension ladders 
on ladder trucks, there is an evident 
increase in the use of metal as com- 
pared with wood type ladders. A few 
departments (mainly in the smaller 
bracket) carry only metal types. 
Others having both wood and metal 
stress the fact that metal ladder use 
is more widely used because they re- 
quire less manpower to operate them. 
One large city, which is not troubled 
by lack of personnel, uses both 50 
and 65-foot portable extension lad- 
ders (this is not at the sacrifice of 
mechanically operated aerials, how- 
ever ) 

\ number of respondents indicate 
a preference for the use of power- 
operated aerials in place of the large 
portable extension ladders. Two 
chiefs frankly state they are not using 
these portables but are relying on 
their mechanical aerials. One large 
city chief makes this pertinent obser- 
vation: “we are in process of chang- 
ing over to aerial ladders throughout 
and eliminating city service trucks in 
order to comply with the National 
Board of Fire Underwriters stipu- 
lation that communities will not re- 
credit for new city service 
trucks put into service, believing that 
the aerial is more practical and eff- 
cient. 

The most serious handicap to the 
use of portable extension ladders is 
given as lack of adequate manpower. 
This difficulty is general in scope 
and comes from cities of all sizes. 

To meet this problem many fire 
chiefs frankly admit they draw per- 
sonnel from pumper and other com- 


ceive 


panies to aid ladder truck crews when 
such extension ladders must be oper- 
ated. Obviously this expedient is at 
the sacrifice of other fire ground op- 
erations. One city chief frankly states 
he calls upon all and sundry to help 
out in a pinch. Another has to rely 
upon police in police squad cars to 
augment curtailed ladder crews! 

One other pertinent point is made 
by responding chiefs: the manpower 
problem, which is critical in some 
areas, emphasizes the need of training 
all members of the department—from 
drivers and chiefs’ aides, to pumper, 
rescue and laddermen in all ladder 
evolutions. As one chief says: life sav- 
ing is the first requisite. Every fire- 
man must be ready to handle ladders 
and to be able to operate them most 
efficiently and safely even under the 
hazardous handicap of less than the 
normal requisite ladder crews. 

Because of the generous response 
from our readers, this discussion will 
be carried over to the August issue. 
Readers are invited to send in their 
comments on the subject to Round 
Table Editor, Fire ENGINEERING, 24 
West 40th Street, New York 18, 
New York. 


Discussion of the Question 
Emmery A. Greunke, Chief, Appleton, 


Wis.: We have two 50-foot ladders, 
one wood and one aluminum. The 
old ladder truck with wood ladders 


responds only to residential fires so 


the 50-foot wood ladder would be 
used very little except at drills. It 
would not respond to a fire in a 
large building unless the offshift is 


called in. 
The aerial with aluminum ground 
ladders responds to all calls in the 








HERE IS THE QUESTION 


1. Do you have any portable 50- 
foot extension ladders in your 
department? 

2. Are they of wood or metal? 

3. Do you have enough men re- 
sponding on ladder truck to 
raise these ladders in a quick 
and efficient manner? 

4. If not, what is your procedure? 
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n ifacturing and business districts 
and to all calls to schools, churches, 
| itals, ete. a A 
e aerial is manned by five men 
including the captain. The aerial is 
u if possible but five men will 
ra the 50-foot aluminum ladder ex- | 
cept under difficult circumstances. 
However, there are times when the 7) 
truck is not fully manned and in that Fo Yo Fo 
— case we have to call for help from | r ur - Vw 
one of the two pumper companies | 
' which respond with the aerial. One | * + L> = 
ES pumper is manned by five men and ire ig ter oF SS 
the other by four. All members of 
the department are trained to work 
hen a either the pumper or the ladder | Absolute dependability under 
rucK . 
er- rhe City of Appleton is not large the severest duty Is assured 
= enough to support enough firemen to | when your fog fire truck 1s 
op- | fight the worst fire. We have a mu- | equipped with a Hardie High 
te tual aid agreement with our neigh- Pressure Pum 800 P.S.I. is 
we boring cities but such help must | ~  # hi . with 
eip travel from five to ten miles and is delivered easi y: smoot y, wi 
ely not there immediately. We do re- ample volume for long sus- 
to ceive peg pa oy at rong hich tained periods without falter- 
members of plant fire brigades which . ° . 
we trained during the war and which ing. Hardie Pumps are incor 
ade have continued their training since porated into Fog Fire trucks by 
ver the war. It is not unusual to find many leading manufacturers of 
me ten or more of these men at a fire. fire control equipment. Write 
; They present themselves at the fire " | h 
Ing lines and offer their services. They @ This Hardie L.C.X.A. pump gives you 60 for data and learn the many 
om were trained in the department and |} &.P.M. at 800 P.S.1. A smaller unit, the orn advantages of specifying a 
er, can raise our ladders, help us lay hose | XCXX, pump delivers 35 G.P.M. at 800 P.S.I. Hardie pump—and a Hardie 
der lines, etc. We do not use them in- | These pumps are readily accommodated into Foa Gun 
ay side of the building but they do help | any truck assembly. g . 
= on the outside. AN 
ire- Clyde Dunn, Chief, Omaha, Neb.: We THE HARDIE MFG. COMP ¥ nd 9, Or 
ers have eight truck companies (3 aerials | Los Angeles 11, Calif. - Hudson, Mich ¢ Portla 7 egon 
ost and 5 city service) six of them carry Export Dept. — Detroit 26 
the S0-foot extension ladders (four are | Canadian Office — Clarence W. Lewis & Son Ltd. — Grimsby, Ont. 
~~ of wood and two are of metal). Since 
the the war we have been able to main- n OR 2 | rman al a Heat AL : cleliaaccceitlie 
tain enough ma apower on our truck 
nse companies to properly handle these 
° dders 
vill ladders, ; : , 
ue E. P. Feaster, Chief, Lincoln, Neb.: We 
e use portable wood 50-foot extension 
elt ladders in this department. | AAI DRE ARES YS RE 
ind Our experiences show that we have 
24 practicafly no delay due to shortage | 
18 of manpower in using our 50-foot | For the Modern 
" ladders, as in the higher value dis- 
tricts we have two truck companies | ey Fi h 
responding with four men assigned ire ig ter eee 
to each company. These two compa- | 
nies work together if 50-foot ladders | © 
‘on, are needed and the chief's drivers are | Recognized by the 
ers, detailed to help out in districts where | ° ° 
rhe air ae hn ca || Fire Service as Standard 
ers Out response is three engines and | 
sO two trucks on all first general alarms ° : 
be of fire in important atid high value Questions and Answers for 
It districts. This gives us some addi- Lieutenant and Captain—$2.50 
a tional manpower that can in most a or 
1S cases be used to help out other com Ide | + 
panies m Promotional Study Course 
ind A. J. Mullaney, Chief Fire Marshal - H Ty | . 
‘<: ; , r Firemen—$3.0 
the Chicago, Ill.: All our hook and ladder ire - ails for Firemen—$3.00 
companies carry 50-foot extension 
= fF iadders, | FOLDS THIN, Fire Chief's Handbook—$4.00 
In addition, many of our hook and ONLY 2'/, INCHES | 
ladder companies carry 65-foot ex- | , am Fire Service Hydraulics—$3.00 
50 tension ladders. All of the above- | NON.TIPPING 
¥ mentioned ladders are made of wood. | . 
yur We do have enough men respond- | FOLDING (The Above Prices 
ing on ladder trucks to raise these Are All Postpaid) 
ladders in a quick and efficient man- CHAIRS 
ner and not only are the members of 
re- hook and ladder companies drilled | 3 types easy - folding CASE-SHEPPERD-MANN 
to and reviewed in this evolution but | chairs in ALL STEEL or 
ick all officers and members of engine | HARDWOOD. Write PUBLISHING CORP. 
companies and other special units are | for prices. 
5 trained and drilled by company of- 24 West 40th Street 
re battalion chiefs and witnessed New York 18, N. Y. 
atte E oe » N.Y. 
= by division marshals and _ depart- THE “Monr COMPANY INC. | 
— mental inspectors. All companies re- | _ 28 CHURCH STREET COLFAX, IOWA 
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CAIRNS 


Outfitters to Firemen Since 1936 


“FLINT-FLEX” 


HELMETS 


plastic helmet 
the utmost in 
and comfort. 
Rug- 
with 


Here’s a modern 
that combines 
strength, 
with the minimum of weight. 
g construction 
embossed reinforcing ribs resists 
fracture and crushing. The mate- 
rial used is non-conducting to heat 
and electricity. Ot the 
“FLINT-FLEX” has the removable 
snap-in CAIRNS CUSHION LIN- 
ING: and it takes standard front 
pieces interchangeable with helmets 
of other materials. 


Write for Catalog 331 


CAIRNS & BRO., Inc. 


ALLWOOD, CLIFTON, N. J. 


protection 


ged one-piece 


course, 








in the Fire Service— 


THERE'S 


NOTHING 


“JUST AS GOOD" 


The fire service prides itself on 
buying “the best,” everytime. 
INSIST on ATLAS—everytime— 
and you'll get the best life net! 


ATLAS LIFE NETS 





ATLAS SAFETY EQUIPMENT 
CO., INC. 
27 WARREN ST. 


NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 





Edward E. Wischer, 


sy 


porting to the drill school also per- 
form these evolutions while there. 
The 50-foot extension ladders weigh 
350 pounds and the 65-foot extension 
ladders weigh 420 pounds. 
Chief Engineer, 
We carry portable 
ladders on all lad- 
ladder trucks with the 
one—a Magirus 100-foot 


Milwaukee, Wis.: 
50-foot extension 
ders on all 
exception of 


aerial ladder truck. 

All ladders in the fire department, 
with the exception of aerial ladders, 
are built of wood. 

The Milwaukee Fire Department 


is in the process of changing over 
to Aerial Ladder Trucks throughout, 
and eliminating City Service Trucks 
in order to comply with the National 
S3oard of Fire Underwriters  stipu- 
lation that communities will not re- 
ceive credit for new City Service 
Trucks put into service, believing 
that the Aerial’s are more practical 
and efficient. The department has a 


total of 18 truck companies, 
as follows: 4—100-ft. 
trucks; 1—75 ft. aerial 
2—65-ft. aerial ladder 
85-ft. aerial ladder 
ceived soon); 5 
(to be received 

The remaining 4 
anticipated, will be changed over 
within the next three or four years. 

It is the experience of the Milwau- 
kee Fire Department that 40 and 
50 ft. extension ladders are seldom 
being raised on the aerial ladder 
trucks, because the maneuverability 
of the modern aerials permits their 
use in areas formerly found not prac- 
tical. 

The aerial ladders will be 
ill areas of the city and have been 
found just as useful in residential, as 
in the commercial or industrial areas. 

Here, in Milwaukee, we are in a 
period of readjustment with mercan- 


equipped 
aerial ladder 
ladder truck; 
trucks; 2- 
trucks (to be re- 
75-ft. aerial trucks 
soon). 

companies, it is 


used in 


tile, commercial and industrial areas 
being relocated. In addition, we have 
neighborhood shopping areas estab- 


areas, in 
areas, it is 


and in these 
residential 


lished by Code 
the center of 


very important that aerial ladder 
trucks be available. 
In addition to their use on strictly 


commercial types of buildings, we 


have found them very useful in work- 
ing on residences of all types, and 
| feel that the change to aerial lad- 


der trucks in all companies will prove 
of benefit to the community as a 
whole 

N. Penn, Chief, Dallas, Tex.: We 
have discontinued the use of 50-foot 
portable extension ladders in this de- 
partment. Forty-five feet is the maxi- 
mum length for this type of ladder. 
illiam J. Connelly, Chief, Syracuse, 
N.Y: The Syracuse Department of 
Fire does have portable 50-foot lad 


ders in service, and all are of wood 
construction 

We find that it is most difficult, if 
not impossible, to raise these ladders 
with the ordinary, present-day ladder 
truck crews The truckmen when 
raising this kind of ladder require 
assistance from pumper men. 

Accordingly, it has been, and is, 
the policy of our Department to 


guard against slow and _ inefficient 
work in raising the ladders in ques- 
tion, by tntensive work at the fire 


school. Under the program adopted 


locally, all firemen are schooled and 
drilled in raising the portable 50-foot 
ladder almost continuously, as part 


FIRE ENGINEERING 


of the regular course of instruction a 
the fire training tower. 

As a result of this intensive course 
every Syracuse fireman is instructed 
to the extent that he can fit into any 
group or unit anytime. Under this 
set-up we are able to raise this type 
of ladder with efficiency and dispatch, 

Edward Joseph Page, Chief, Madison, 
is.: We use portable 50-foot wooden 
ladders in this department. 

Upon arriving at a scene of fire, 
which necessitates the immediate 
laddering of a building, we are forced 
to use personnel assigned to engine 
companies to accomplish ladder work 
This procedure is not good practice; 
however, under existing manpower 
circumstances we have no _alterna- 
tive. 

Certainly the prime factor of good 
fire operations is the safety of life. 
When a commanding officer is faced 
with the fact that he must save life 
and take proper measures for the im- 
mediate control of a fast- spread 
fire and when he is further hand 
capped by lack of personnel to simul- 
taneously provide complete and eff- 
cient 


ladder and engine operations, 
any fire department and/or superv:- 
sory fire officer is seriously handi- 


capped in providing top efficient fire 
operations to the citizen. 

It has been my personal observa- 
tions that the lack of sufficient per- 
sonnel for truck and aerial c companies 
is the weakest link in most of ou 
smaller cities 

F. H. Lausch, Chief, Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: We have one 50-foot wooden 
truss beam ladder in this department. 

We do not have enough manpower 


on the responding truck to raise the 
ladder and have to take men from 
engine companies to do it. 


This procedure is not too satisfac 
tory, but we have found on numerous 
occasions that the 50-foot ladder has 
been a great help. 

Elgin Wood, Chief, Wichita, Kans.: We 
have six portable 50-foot extension 
ladders in service in this ®epartment, 
two are of wood and four of metal. 

We do not have enough men re- 
sponding on the trucks to raise the 
ladders. We have three or four men 
riding on each apparatus. A regular 
alarm in the high value district has 
nine companies answering, and the 
residential areas have four companies 
answering. This will give us a mini- 
mum of 27 men in the high value dis- 
trict and 12 men in the residential 
district or a maximum of 36 and 16 
excluding chief officers that answer 
the alarm. Therefore, we have enough 
men to raise our portable 50-foot ex- 
tension ladders in a quick and efficient 
manner with enough men left to man 
the hose lines. 

W. G. Middleman, Chief, Burlington, 
Ia.: We use fifty-foot ladders in our 
fre department. 


Two are of metal and one is of 
wood. We also have one 45-foot 
ladder. 


We do not have enough men avail- 
able on first calls to raise these lad- 
ders and fight fires at the same time. 
However, we have radio _ signals 
which when used in extreme emef- 
gencies, will call all available police 
squad cars. These policemen have 
been trained to raise these ladders. 
Our emergency plan was originated 
to take care of such cases as may 
arise during hospital, school, hotel of 
similar fires and until off-duty fire 
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fhat’s why 
firefighters 
prefer 


ACME 


Full-Vision 


f) Gas Masks 


Only the Acme 
jas mask gives 
you full, un- 





obstructed vision 
-up, down and to either side. This means 
freater protection because you can see as 
well as without a mask. Acme FD canis- 
ters protect against smokes, mists, 
dusts and gases. 


fumes, 
believing. 


Free Bulletins on Request 


ACME 


PROTECTION EQUIPMENT CO. | 


3037 West Lake St., Chicago 12, Illinois 





men arrive. For example, Signal One 


calls (1) all available police squad 
cars; (2) all off-shift police and fire- 
men; (3) Iowa Ordnance Plant; (4) | 
West Burlington Volunteer Fire De- 


partment, or a total of about 100 men. 

| Ira D. Leech, Chief, Decatur, Ill.: We 
use metal portable 50-foot ladders in 
this department. 

The service truck carries this 50- 
foot ladder answers all fires in the 
city. There aré always at least two 
engine companies in on the same 
call. Therefore it is possible to get 
extra help to raise this ladder. In 
our drill, we teach the men how to 
raise the ladder with three men, which 
can be done, although we do not 
recommend it that way. With sick- 

and vacations cutting into the 
number of men, we sometimes have 
to resort to that method of raising 
the ladder. 


ness 


x * * 
The following replies are in answer to a 
previous question on safeguarding church 
schools and congregations. 


We attempt to control such hazards 





Specify Acme—seeing is | 





JANESVILLE QUALITY 
TURN OUT CLOTHING 





Our turnout suits are giving excellent 
satisfaction in most of the large fire 
departments throughout the U.S. and 


THERE MUST BE A REASON WHY 
SO MANY FIREMEN INSIST ON 
JANESVILLE QUALITY 


NOW AVAILABLE 


We can now supply old type %% 
Length and Knee Length Felt-Lined 
Firemen's Boots. 


JANESVILLE APPAREL CO. 


JANESVILLE, WIS. 











through our inspection program by 
requesting their compliance with state 





safety laws for the protection of life 
in places of public assembly. We 
make regular inspections of such 





ing adequate extinguishers, exits, 
proper trash disposal, correct installa- 
| tion of kitchen equipment, air con- 
ditioning, heating, etc. 
We do not find safeguards to life 
in such establishments equal to those 
| in public schools. 

We do not permit flammable dec- 
orations, etc., but often they are used 
anyway. 

We make fegular 
these establishments. 

The church organizations are not as 
cooperative as we desire, but some 
improvement is being shown. 

Bernard J. Padgett, Chief, Alexandria, 


| places several times in a year request- 


inspections of 


Va.: Our department has not been 
up to standard because of lack of 
laws. However, a Fire Prevention 


Code went into effect on May Ist, and 
I am sure we will control these ac- 
tivities from now on. 

We do not find safeguards to life in 
church establishments equal to those 
in public schools, because schools 
have their own regulations set up by 
the State Board of Education. 

Under our new fire prevention code, 
flammable decorations, etc., will not 
| be permitted without a permit from 
the Fire Prevention Bureau. We will 
also make inspections of these estab- 
lishments. 





Charles, E. Lane, Chief, Great Falls, 
Mont.: .Our fire inspectors cover 
church establishments only during 
Fire Prevention Week. 


We have found that these organiza- 
tions cooperate very well with the fire 
department in correcting hazardous 
conditions brought to their attention. 

ee 2 * 


The following is in answer to a question 
on fire department training. 

Frank A. Maddux, Chief, Veterans 
Hospital, Walla Walla, Wash.: The 
training program of our department, 
includes such technical training as 
class room, practice and round table 
discussion. 

(a) Class 
aids, study 





visual 
and 


Lectures, 
test sheets 


room: 
periods, 





W. H. Hazell, Chief, Hutchinson, Kans.: | 








| 
| 
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WHEAT 
FIREMANS 


SPOTLIGHT 


New Automotive 


CHARGER 





This Model 593* Charger is designed to 
operate on 6 Volt, D.C. power, such as an 
automobile battery, to accommodate small 
lamp installations. Has built-in pilot light to 
signify battery receiving proper charge. 
FOR INFORMATION ON ECONOMICAL OPERATION 
OF WHEAT RECHARGEABLE BATTERY AS COM- 
PARED WITH DRY CELLS 
CONSULT youR DEALER or write 
KOEHLER MFG. COMPANY 
MARLBORO, MASS., U.S.A. 


*Also Charges WHEAT 





Fireman's BELT LAMP. 











Dries hose in a few hours. 

Saves space — fits in any corner. 
Keeps all hose ready for service. 
Makes good hose last longer. 
Reduces new building costs. 
Improves station design. 

@ Dries fire clothing, too. 


WRITE FOR FREE BOOKLET 





THEC CORPORATION 
575 East Milwaukee St. 
DETROIT 2 MICHIGAN 
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INVINCIBLE 


NOZZLES 


with 
HOSE 
MANIFOLD 


Just another type 
—one of many— 
made by pioneers 
in nozzle manu- 
facture. 

= 


“All 
American 
Choice" 


Seldom the lowest 
priced but always 
the best. 





F. N. McINTIRE BRASS WORKS 
Successors to A. J. Morse & Son, Inc. 
Boston, Mass. 

1837 — 1949 











OWN YOUR EQUIPMENT 
AND MAKE YOUR 


FUND RAISING 
CAMPAIGNS 


MORE 
SUCCESSFUL! 






Increase revenue at 
all your affairs with 
Evans’ equipment. 
Big selection of 
Wheels, Bingo Sup- 
plies, Games of all 
types. Superior 
“flash” offers strongest 


n attraction. Me- 
chanical perfection insures fool-proof op- 


eration. Evans’ 56- 
year reputation for 
satisfying strict re- 
quirements of pro- 


fessional Carnival 
and Club operators 
is your assurance of 
more profitable fund 
raising activity! 





Save Rental Costs! 


Write for FREE Evans’ Catalog Today 


H.C. EVANS & CO. 


Dept. 77, 1528 W. Adams St. 
CHICAGO 7, ILLINOIS 





It will help if you 


fire fighting problems and techniques. 
(b) Practice: Drills in carrying out 

the various evolutions required to 

properly approach and attack fire 

problems as studied. 

Round Table dis- 

cussion of drills and practices. 


(c) Discussion 


Each man is required to attend and 
actively participate in a physical con- 
ditioning exercise not less than thirty 
minutes for each shift. As a result 
of the above training each man must 
be trained to efficiently and effectively 
man hire apparatus, inspect area, 
maintain equipment and fight fires. 

Year round training is given on in- 
side and out, weather permitting for 
outside 

Our text material, besides training 
procedure outlined in our Branch 
Office, fire service training manual. 


Okla. A. M. College and Washington 
State Board of Education. In addi- 
tion, firemen must attend all public 


assemblies, give group and individual 
lectures on fire prevention to person- 
nel, service the hospital first aid fire 
appliances, inspect buildings and 
assist in planning on evacuation of 
patients and records. 

Fire captains carry out training 
under the over-all supervision of the 
fire chief \ training tower, four 
story, was recently built and com- 
pleted by members of the department 
in which training programs are car- 
ried out 

Our eleven-man department con- 
sists of two motorized fire trucks, 
protecting the Veterans Hospital area 
ot approximately 640 acres, 110 build- 
ings which house about 420 patients 
and about 200 personnel 

Once a year the Branch Office 
Safety and Fire Protection Engineer 
assembles all hospital fire chiefs for 
advanced training in fire fighting 








Rate $6 per inch less 10% for three 
or more consec uttve insert ms. 





One Diamond T. Emergency Truck, fully equipped; 
Koehler Generator Flood Lights ete Price 
27 OOO Machine available at once Good buy 
CONTACT VILLAGE CLERK, 
NYACK, NEW YORK 
Dealer—Distributors to sell fire apparatus manu- : 
factured by well-known Factory Also popular = 


line of high grade fire hose. Prompt Delivery 


Attractive proposition Address Box 15, c/o 4 
FIRE ENGINEERING 24 West 40th St : 
New York 18 N Vv H 





WANTED 


One of the oldest manufacturers of motorized 
fire fighting equipment has at present two open 
ings in ite sales division The men we are 
looking for are hard hitting aggressive and 
conscientious. To these men we have an ex- 
tremely attractive proposition to offer. Address 
Box 80, c/o FIRE ENGINEERING, 24 West 
10th Street, New York 18, N. ¥ 


FIRE ENGINEERING 


Cincinnati Fire Radio 
(Continued from page 578) 


pected and feared are non-existent. The 
installation represents the near-julfill. 
ment of Fire Chief Barney Houston's 
long dream for complete fire department 
radio, with fire and police services hay- 
ing their own independent radio fre. 
quencies. Chief Houston wanted fire de- 
partment radio, like fire alarm wired 
communications, handled by men who 
“spoke the language of the fireman.” 

The Cincinnati Fire Department uses 
no code numbers in connection with its 
radio communications. All messages are 
held as short as possible. All dispatch 
of equipment on any emergency is 
broadcast over the regular signal sys- 
tem after the equipment has been sent 
This is done so that any fire officer or 
personnel of a piece of equipment that 
is out of quarters knows what is going 
on, and if an extra alarm or other spe- 
cial order is sent out every one is ac- 
quainted with the amount of equipment 
that has been sent previously. This also 
lets the officials who are out of quarters 
know what the lights that flash during 
the movement of a piece of emergency 
equipment are in operation for; thus if 
ic does not concern any officer’s unit he 
may continue without calling the Fire 
Tower (fire alarm bureau) for informa- 
tion as he would not be sure his radio 
had received the call, although the re- 
ceivers and transmitters are tested twice 
daily (Cincinnati operates a traffic light 
control system which indicates to the 
public whenever an emergency vehicle 
is on the road, or whenever a fire offi- 
cer desires to have the streets along his 
route cleared for him). 

Here are a few random cases where 
Cincinnati's fire radio has proved inval- 
uable: 

One ambulance was carrying a badly 
burned man to the General Hospital; 


BRAND NEW. MADE JULY, 1949 
UNDERWRITERS LABEL ON ALL EXTGRS. 
1 qt. Brass extgr 
1% at 


2% Gal. Soda Acid, with charge 16.75 ea 


charged $9.35 





Brass extgr., charged 


2% Gal. Foam with charge ce 19.00 ea. 


savvenemenees 


2% Gal. Copper Pump Extgr 
For orders of 6 or more of a kind, we will 
allow 10% off above prices if your check 


accompanies order 


Re-conditioned, 152 CO-2 Extinguishers 
charged, new squeeze grip valves, $359.50 
each. Truck Brackets, $8.50 each 


DORAY FIRE EQUIPMENT COMPANY 
Syracuse 7, New York 


FOR SALE 


15 2%-gal Pyrene cartridge operated anti- 
freeze Fire Extinguishers, with brackets New, 
hut used to cover building construction fire law 
Exceptional buy—list for $56 Price for lot 
@ $20. Individually $22 
HARBOR MARINE FIRE EXTINGUISHING 
SERVICE 
Town Dock Road, New Rochelle, New York 
N.R, 2-8565 


vee, 





WANTED 
Fire Equipment Dealers to sell Morning Pride 
Rubber and Canvas Rubber Fabric Fire Coats 
and Fire Pants, All Wool Detachable Liner 
Mitts and Suspenders. 
Write today MORNING PRIDE MFG. CO 
1986 Home Ave., Dayton 7, Ohio 
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Record Fire Alarms 
Automatically 


with 
the 





HARRINGTON PR-10 


PUNCHED TAPE REGISTER 


This punched tape register automatic- 
ally and accurately records fire alarms 
or other emergency signals when they 
are transmitted through central fire 
alarm stations, outlying fire stations, 
police department offices, water works, 
etc., circuits. 


HARRINGTON 
SIGNAL COMPANY 


MOLINE - - - ILLINOIS 
in Canada: 
C. E. Hickey & Sons, Ltd., Hamilton, Ont. 





New Model 5-A 


PACIFIC PUMPER 





Weighs only 38 lbs. 


Newest, most compact model in the famous 
line of Pacific portable pumpers, proved in 
years of use by public and private forest 
fire protection agencies. 


Power plus portability! The new light 
weight Model 5-A is easily transportable 
on Sot, by truck or by air. Offered with 
choice of two pumps he volume up to 32 
g. p. m. or for pressure up to 275 p. s. i. 


WRITE FOR illustrated, Model 5-A specifi- 
cation sheet, or suggestions on applying 
portable pumpers to your fire problem. 


SEATTLE 1 


WASHINGTON 





the officer on the ambulance radioed to 
the Fire Tower to notify the receiving 
ward at the hospital that they had a 
serious burn case and that the hospital 
should have plasma and equipment for 
administering it ready for such a serious 
case. This was done and a great amount 
of time saved on arrival of the patient 
at the hospital. The patient was saved. 


Accident to Apparatus 


\ pumper was responding to a fire 
and had an accident in which a civilian 
riding in the car involved in the acci- 
dent with the apparatus was injured; a 
chief's car, following the apparatus, 
radioed that the accident had occurred 
and requested another pumper be sent 
to the fire as the one involved had to 
remain at the scene of the mishap. A 
police accident squad also was ordered 
to the scene, and an ambulance, to 
handle the injured man. The time 
saved over having to seek a telephone 
was of great value. 

\ district chief returning from a fire 
was stopped by a party that reported an- 
other fire. The district chief radioed 
that he had a pumper with him but to 
send a box quota for the second fire 
(less the pumper he had on hand) 

\ district chief had a fire in a subur- 
ban area that was “an hour’s stand” 
(operation) for the companies on the 
scene, which would normally mean a 
move-up because the area was so far 
out, but the chief radioed that he was 
sending one of the pumpers to a strate- 
gic fire house to cover the territory, thus 
saving the move-up of apparatus and 
men 

A district chief at a fire called for two 
additional engine companies and _ or- 
dered apparatus that could bring its own 
water with them. One was to come in 
from the north of the fire and one to 
come in from the west of the fire. This 
was done and the fire was held to the 
point of origin. This sort of information 
direct to the fire alarm office speeds up 
response and attack and saves time. The 
directions to the companies that re 
sponded were given as the 
message was completed. 

The captain of the Salvage Corps ra- 


as soon 


dioed that he wanted another salvage 
unit and for its crew to bring the re- 
serve truck that was loaded with covers 
with them; also to have a couple of 
men from the other unit responding to 
man the reserve truck. 


\ district chief was responding from 
one fire to another, on a radio call, and 
was blocked by a train that was in 
mechanical trouble He radioed his 
plight and directed the Fire Tower to 
send another district chief, which was 
done. The fire was a serious one 

A district chief responding to a fire 
with the second-due engine company 
was blocked by a train. He could see 
the fire in a dwelling on a hill from his 
blocked location. Here again radio came 
to the rescue. He ordered a company 
dispatched to the fire from another di- 
rection and by so doing so saved the 
dwelling, as the operation was one that 
required long hose “lays.” 

The Superintendent of Cincinnati's 
Communication System is C. S. Jones; 
James L. Hearne is Chief Radiotrician. 
The call set-up was devised by Assistant 
Chief H. C. Williams and A. W. Night- 
engale, Assistant Superintendent of 
Communications. 

Pat Howz 
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FIREMEN’S 
UNIFORMS 


BADGES 








CAPS 
INSIGNIA 


lt is easy to order 
your uniforms by mail. 


We supply an_ illus- 
trated measurement 
form with simple in- 
structions that show 
you how to take per- 
fect measurements. 


Write today for cata- 
log No. G-60, samples 
of materials, price 
list and measurement 
form. 


We also manufacture 
police uniforms. Write 
for police department 
catalog No. G-56. 








RUSSELL UNIFORM CO. 


192 Lexington Avenue 
New York 16, N. Y. 














TURN YOUR 

“DAYS OFF” 

INTO EXTRA 
INCOME! 


(in a business 
you know) 





, = can earn “‘extra”’ 
income easily, in a 
business you already know, 
by selling Randolph CO: Extin- 
guishers to factories, homes, 
garages and hundreds of other 







SEE prospects. Read our ad on page 
PAGE 588 and then write for the plan 
588 that’s earning big money for 
firemen and fire officials all over 


(==) the country. WRITE TODAY! 


“B® RANDOLPH 
LABORMOKIES we. 


omen 
cy 19 E. KINZIE STREET 
a CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS 


.) 
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Please mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 








602 





Floodlights 


For 
Radio 


Blowers 
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Foreien Division 
212 EF. Washington Ave 
Madison 3, Wisconsin, U.S.A 








The well-known 1500 watt “US" 
Portable Electric Plant is now even 
better! More compact . . . easier to 
carry . . . with improved magneto 
ignition . . . improved design for even 
greater dependability! Automatic 
voltage regulation. Positive splash 
lubrication. No fussing to mix gas 
and oil. 3.8 HP 4-cycle engine. Only, 
22 inches high, and weighs just 160 
pounds. Other "US" units from |/, to 
140 kw. Write for details. 


UNITED STATES MOTORS CORP. 
430 Nebraska Street © Oshkosh, Wisconsin 


HALE TYPE FZZ 


Ready-to-Use Portable for fighting fires 3 
ways—solid stream, fog or foam. Avail- 
able in carrying frame, mounted on wheels 
or on rubber-cushioned steel channels. 








Hale Type FZZ Portable Pumping Unit pic- 
tured above is pumping fog and solid stream 
through 14%” lines. View at right shows unit 
pumping foam. Foam proportioner is available 
at slight extra cost 

The FZZ will supply from draft, 60 GPM at 
90 Ibs. pump pressure; and 150 GPM at 30 Ibs. 
It can supply two capable fire streams through 
14,” lines. 


Write for new FZZ folder to: 
a f\ L . FIRE PUMP 
COMPANY 


Conshohocken, Pa. 
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; GROSSE POINTE PARK. MICH., recently added 


3 this 55’ Pirsch Junior Aerial Ladder truck to its Fire Department 
equipment. 


Designed for use in residential areas of cities and for general suburban 
) fire service, this piece of apparatus provides the equipment and service 
) of the regular City Service Ladder truck plus the one man aerial hoist 
| control feature for raising, placing or lowering a 50’ or 55’ extension 


ladder. 


With the Pirsch Junior Aerial Hoist one man does quicker and better 
: what six men formerly accomplished. 


For modernizing service trucks and quads now in service the Pirsch 
Junior Hoist may be purchased separately from the complete truck. 


PETER PIRSCH & SONS CO. xenosna, wis. 
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PROG - nor 


Guesswork 


Makes FWD America’s Foremost Heavy-Duty Truck 


. teen tt, ey i Bae es 
6% re, pe PDT 


Here's actual operating proof in fire fighting service. Plowing 
through loose sand on the way to a prairie fire. That's what 
this FWD Fire Fighter is doing. Yes — work such as this de- 
mands going-power only four driving wheels can give you. What's 


WHAT FWOs 00 ON 
THE PROVING GROUND 


1 Highball over hilly 
curved roads! 

2 Slog thru mud — 
up to the bumper! 

3 Speed over 100-ft. 
unbanked circle! 

4 Twist over ditches 
— 18 inches deep! 

S Drive up 6% grade 
thru 3-ft. of sand! 

6 Climb 70% grade 
from dead stop! 

7 Climb 8-in. beam 
from standstill! 

8 Drill pole holes to 
prove equipment! 

9 Speed safely over 
level highways! 


This is FWD's proving ground. This is your assurance that the 
FWD you select has the stamina to insure long life without 
expensive mechanical breakdowns. 
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more, you know before you buy, because FWDs are scien- 
tifically tested on the FWD proving ground to climb a 6% 
grade through blow sand 3 feet deep! No wonder FWD fire ap- 
paratus is used in fleets up to 50 units by America’s leading cities. 








An FWD plows through 3 feet of sand at the proving 
ground. For all the facts about FWD Fire Engines, 
see your FWD distributor — or write FWD dbrect. 


THE FOUR WHEEL DRIVE AUTO COMPANY 
Clintonville, Wis. @ Canadian Factory: Kitchener, Ontario 
FOUR AND SIX WHEEL DRIVE TRUCKS 


imerica’s Foremost Heacy-Duty Trt ok 








